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By MARWA BARAKAT
mbarakat@newspost.com

Frederick County had 38 animals that tested 
positive for rabies in 2025, the highest total since 
2013, according to data from the Frederick Coun-
ty Health Department’s environmental health ser-
vices division.

In 2013, there were 44 animals that tested posi-
tive for rabies in the county.

The total number of animals that tested pos-
itive in the county has increased each year since 
2022, when there 23 positive cases.

More than 250 animals were tested in 2025, ac-
cording to the health department.

Of the 38 animals that tested positive, there 
were 18 raccoons, seven skunks, five cats, three 
bats, two foxes, two groundhogs and one dog.

Raccoons have made up the majority of animals 
that tested positive almost every year since 2019. 
In 2023, there were 13 raccoons and 13 skunks that 
tested positive.

Rabies is caused by a virus that mainly in-
fects mammals and is spread through the saliva 
of an infected animal, generally through a bite or 
scratch, according to the health department.

The disease is deadly for people if they don’t re-
ceive medical care before symptoms start, accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion.

“Frederick County typically has the highest 
number of confirmed cases of rabies in animals in 
the state,” Barry Glotfelty, director of the county’s 
environmental health services division, said in a 

press release sent Wednesday.
In 2024, Frederick County had 34 animals that 

tested positive for rabies out of 263 that were test-
ed, according to data from the Maryland Depart-
ment of Health.

Frederick had the highest number of positive 
cases compared to all other counties in the state, 
in addition to Baltimore City, but it also tested 
more animals than many other counties.

Out of all 24 jurisdictions, only five, besides 
Frederick County, tested more than 200 animals 
in 2024.

People should avoid touching unfamiliar ani-
mals and watch them from a distance to prevent 
exposure to rabies, Glotfelty said in the press re-
lease.

People should also keep their pets up-to-date 
on rabies vaccines.

The county health department urges people 
who have been bitten or scratched by an animal to 
call Frederick County Animal Control at 301-600-
1544 and seek proper medical attention.

If a person thinks they have had contact with 
an animal that could have rabies, they should call 
the health department at 301-600-3342.

For more information on rabies, visit health.
frederickcountymd.gov/rabies.

By ERIK ANDERSON
eanderson@newspost.com

Jack Felton, a first-time 
candidate for Frederick 
County Council, switched to 
run at large this week after 
withdrawing his candidacy 
from District 2.

Felton, a retired post-
master, had been set to face 
off against Kai Burhans and 
Dan Iampieri in District 2 in 
the June 23 Republican pri-
mary.

Jamie Shopland and 
Shelly J. Beaird-Francois are 
the Democratic candidates 
filed in that district.

Republican Steve McK-
ay, the District 2 incumbent, 
has said he is not running 
for re-election.

As of Friday, Felton is 
now the only Republican in 
the race for the county’s two 
at-large council seats. The 
filing deadline is Tuesday.

Tiffany Grant and in-
cumbents Renee Knapp and 
Brad Young are the Dem-
ocrats currently filed as at-
large candidates.

Felton told The Frederick 
News-Post on Friday that 
“it was a tough decision” to 
withdraw from the District 
2 race because of his close 
connections to that com-
munity, but “decided to do it 
because I want to have a lit-
tle more authority over the 
entire county and I want to 
be able to vote [on behalf of ] 
all five districts.”

He said he also wants to 
provide a Republican chal-
lenger in the at-large race.

“As a whole for the Re-
publican Party, it would be 
really good to at least split 
one of those seats and have 
a Republican have a seat 
and have a Democrat have a 
seat,” he said.

He made his decision, he 
said, in consultation with 
the two other Republican 
candidates in District 2.

“All three of us, I think, 
are good people,” he said 
of the District 2 Republican 
candidates. “But two of us 
[were] going to lose, so we 
decided ... it would be great 
to have someone step into 
an at-large seat.”

Felton said the change of 
his targeted council seat will 
not change his campaign 
priorities.

In October, Felton told 
The Frederick News-Post 
that he wants to lower prop-
erty taxes and cut regula-
tions for local businesses.

By RYAN MARSHALL
rmarshall@newspost.com

Frederick County is looking to in-
crease the density of development 
around the four MARC train stations 
in the county.

Frederick’s City Council unani-
mously approved a resolution for the 
city’s staff to to work with the state 
for a designation of the area around 
the East Street MARC station for tran-
sit-oriented development, or TOD, at 
its meeting Thursday night.

The MARC station is within the 
city’s 2020 comprehensive plan’s 
density enhancement area, Division 
Manager of Community Planning 
Brandon Mark told the council.

About 3,100 of the 6,500 housing 
units within the city’s development 
pipeline are within the TOD designa-
tion area, he said.

Heather Goddard, president of the 
residents’ group East Frederick Ris-
ing, told the council that her group 
has worked with the city’s planners 
and supports the TOD designation 
for the area around the station.

As the area adds more walkable 
and compact neighborhoods, more 
mixed-use development will thrive, 
she said.

“This designation is going to help 
us unlock a lot of potential on the east 
side of Frederick,” Goddard said.

District 5 Council Member Sarah 
Hempel Irani asked if the designation 
would allow taller buildings outside 
the city’s historic district.

The TOD designation wouldn’t 
change any local zoning or other 
laws, Deputy Director of Planning 
Gabrielle Collard said.

But the application stresses that 
the area around the station is a place 
where the city wants to focus on rede-
velopment and in-fill development, 
as well as increased density, she said.

But any changes to density, height 
or other rules would require a lot of 
community discussion before they 
were approved, Collard said.

The county wrote in a recent let-
ter to the state about its transporta-
tion priorities that it is working with 
the cities of Frederick and Bruns-
wick to acquire transit-oriented de-
velopment designations for the areas 
around the MARC train stations in 

those cities, along with seeking a des-
ignation for the area around the Point 
of Rocks MARC station.

The Monocacy MARC station off 
Md. 355 south of Frederick received a 
TOD designation in July 2025.

Transit-oriented development is 
a philosophy of building dense de-
velopment with a mix of residential, 
office, restaurant, and retail uses that 
encourage the use of transit, walking, 
and bicycling rather than driving.

It is generally built within a half-
mile of a transit hub or along a transit 
corridor, and uses sustainable growth 
strategies to encourage economic de-
velopment, reduce sprawl, and max-
imize the investment put into transit 
services.

A project built around TOD prin-
ciples locates its most intense devel-
opment near transit, and uses diverse 
land uses and elements to create a vi-
brant sense of place.

In September, Gov. Wes Moore is-
sued an executive order that made 
transit-oriented development a pri-
ority in an effort to increase housing 
in the state, including directing the 
housing and transportation depart-
ments to identify state-owned par-
cels that would be good for building 
housing near transportation centers.

Among the other elements in the 
order, it directed the Department of 
Transportation to work with local ju-
risdictions to make sure their plan-
ning processes for transit-oriented 
development support housing as a 
priority use.

Achieving TOD designations for 
the areas around the county’s MARC 
stations should help “promote ef-
ficient implementation of dense, 
mixed-use development around the 
State’s existing transit assets,” accord-
ing to the county’s letter to the state.

But that development would not 
look the same around the different 
stations.

While most people think of it in a 
more urban environment, the gen-
eral goal of TOD is simply to create 
a more walkable environment that’s 
accessible for bicyclists and pedes-
trians, said John Dimitriou, the proj-
ect lead for implementing the Livable 
Frederick comprehensive plan in the 
county’s Division of Planning and 
Permitting.

“There is kind of a spectrum” of 
solutions for areas as different as 
downtown Frederick and Point of 
Rocks, he said.

In a more rural, much less dense 
community such as Point of Rocks, 
TOD can take more of a “village cen-
ter” approach, focusing on pedestri-
an and bike access to the train sta-
tion, he said.

Uses such as a convenience store 
where someone could pick up a sand-
wich or something for dinner would 
help meet the philosophy’s goals.

Meanwhile, the area around the 
Brunswick MARC station has strong 
potential to take advantage of TOD, 
Dimitriou said.

The downtown’s older building 
stock can serve a mix of commercial 
and residential uses, and could easi-
ly add more dense and new housing, 
he said.

The Residences at Railroad Square 
apartment complex in Brunswick 
provides 45 units next door to the 
MARC station.

The community’s website high-
lights its “easy access to Brunswick 
and its many amenities” and the 
walkability of the complex to the 
C&O Canal towpath and multiple 
restaurants.

As the Railroad Square project 
shows, the goal of TOD is to make 
cars an option, rather than a necessi-
ty, according to Dimitriou.

“There are definitely many flavors 
you can take” in building TOD, Dim-
itriou said.

County Council Member Jer-
ry Donald, whose District 1 includes 
Brunswick, said the Railroad Square 
development has been positive for 
the city’s downtown.

The 20th century was very car-ori-
ented, but planners must find a way 
for transit to work for people, he said.

A lot of younger people want to be 
able to live in areas like downtown 
Frederick or Brunswick but be able to 
take a train and work in Montgomery 
County or Washington, D.C., he said.

And transit-oriented development 
can make that happen.

“This kind of thing is really the fu-
ture in terms of planning and devel-
oping things,” Donald said.

Follow Ryan Marshall on Twitter: 
@RMarshallFNP

Frederick County last year saw highest 
total number of rabies cases since 2013

The map shows the locations of animals that tested 
positive for rabies in Frederick County in 2025. The 

table shows the number and types of animals that 
tested positive for rabies from 2019 to 2025.
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Felton switches County 
Council candidacy from 
District 2 to at large
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By ERIK ANDERSON
eanderson@newspost.com

A former procurement 
director for Frederick Coun-
ty has filed as a Republican 
in the county executive’s 
race.

Diane Fouche, who lives 
near Thurmont, filed for the 
race on Friday afternoon.

“I never thought about 
being a politician. I did not 
want to be a politician,” she 
told The Frederick News-
Post. “But when you see a 
lack of leadership and no 
one’s stepping up to the 
plate, at some point, a lead-
er has to say, ‘I’ll step up.’”

She said County Execu-
tive Jessica Fitzwater, who is 
running for re-election as a 
Democrat, has not provided 
leadership on data center 
and power line issues.

Fouche said data center 
companies were permitted 
to choose where to locate 
and how much land they 
would take, and she believes 
they will expand beyond the 
recently established zone 
near Adamstown.

If elected, she said, she 

would use the county’s au-
thority to prevent the ex-
pansion of data centers and 
to highly regulate the exist-
ing data centers.

“Someone’s got to come 
into Frederick that’s going 
to make them back down,” 
she said of data center com-
panies.

She also said the county’s 
spending is “out of control” 
and that “we need to actu-
ally take care of our existing 
priorities before we take on 
new priorities.”

In addition to 13 years as 
Frederick County’s director 
of procurement and con-
tracting, Fouche said, she 
worked in procurement for 
the Howard County govern-
ment and for Montgomery 
County Public Schools.

William J. Holtzinger, a 
former mayor of Frederick, 
is also running as a Repub-
lican in the race.

No other Democrats be-
sides Fitzwater had filed to 
run as of Friday.

The Maryland primary 
election will be on June 23 
and the general election will 
be on Nov. 3.

Former county procurement 
director decides to run for 
Frederick County executive

County, cities look to increase 
development around transit
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Frederick County is working with Frederick and Brunswick to get transit-oriented development designations around the 
East Street and Brunswick MARC stations. Railroad Square is an example of dense development that is next door to the 
MARC station.


