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Frederick City Coun-
cil Member Donna Kuzem-
chak has put forward a pro-
posal to extend the city’s 
pension plans to part-time 
employees.

She noticed that part-
time employees in the city 
are not eligible for city pen-
sion plans starting after 
June 2012 because she as a 
council member is a part-
time employee.

Kuzemchak said her pro-
posal will not grant council 
members pensions because 
she couldn’t find support 
among other council mem-
bers to do so.

She served three terms 
from 1998 to 2009, during 
which she was eligible for 
the city’s pension plan as 
she was considered a part-
time employee. She lost in 
the election in 2009, then 
was re-elected in 2013.

She has served as a 

council member for three 
terms since, but because of 
the cuts, she could no lon-
ger participate in the city’s 
pension for years following 
2012.

After losing in the city’s 
Democratic primary in Sep-
tember, Kuzemchak will 
leave office in December.

City budget director Ka-
tie Barkdoll said during an 
Oct. 23 City Council meeting 
that because of the amount 
of work required to draft 
language for the amend-
ment to the pension plan, it 
could take the city’s staff un-
til December to present lan-
guage for consideration.

Under the city charter: 
“The regular term of each 
member expires on the sec-
ond Thursday in December 
of each regular City election 
year, when the newly elect-
ed City Council shall take 
office.”

Kuzemchak said she 
would like future council 

members to consider add-
ing elected officials to the 
city’s pension plan.

“I do firmly believe that 
elected officials should be 
part of this,” she said. “I un-
derstand the hesitation to 
do that from my colleagues.”

She said council mem-
bers are “expected to know 
everything about everything 
and get nothing in return.”

Council members are 
paid $31,289 and the next 
set of council members 
will get a pay raise of over 

$5,000, bringing their sala-
ries to $36,546.

Kuzemchak’s proposal 
would include all part-time 
employees in the city’s 25- 
and 30-year pension plans.

Part-time employees 
used to be included in these 
plans until the city stopped 
doing that in 2012 follow-
ing constraints created by 
the 2008 financial crisis, ac-
cording to Barkdoll.

Part-time employees 
hired before July 2012 did 
not lose any benefits, Bark-
doll said.

It would cost about 
$63,000 per year moving 
forward to extend the pen-
sion plan to part-time em-
ployees as Kuzemchak pro-
posed, Barkdoll said.

City Director of Hu-
man Resources Karen Paul-
son said in a March bud-
get meeting that the city 
has about 640 full-time and 
about 100 part-time em-
ployees.

The city’s standard for 
part-time employees to be 
considered for the pension 
plan prior to cutting them 
off from it was that they 
worked at least 1,000 hours 
in a year, Barkdoll said.

Council Members Derek 
Shackelford and Katie Nash 
during the Oct. 23 meeting 
both indicated their will-
ingness to extend pensions 
to part-time employees, but 
did not bring up the topic of 
including council members.

Council Member Kelly 
Russell did not say during 
the meeting if she would 
support it or not. The Fred-
erick News-Post attempted 
to reach her on Wednesday 
and Thursday, but did not 
receive a response in time 
for print.

Council Member Ben 
MacShane was absent from 
the meeting Oct. 23 and did 
not respond to attempts on 
Wednesday and Thursday to 
reach him.
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U.S. Rep. April McClain Delaney, 
a Democrat, on Thursday announced 
that she will seek a second term repre-
senting Maryland’s 6th District.

“The current shutdown of our fed-
eral government, and the continued 
refusal of our GOP colleagues to en-
gage in bipartisan discussions to pre-
vent millions of Americans from hav-
ing their healthcare costs skyrocket, 
has strengthen[ed] my resolve to push 
back against these attacks and to fight 
for my district. Accordingly, I am filing 
for re-election,” she said in a statement 
posted on her campaign website.

McClain Delaney defeated Republi-
can Neil Parrott in 2024 for a two-year 
term as the representative for the 6th 
District, which includes all or part of 
Frederick, Montgomery, Washington, 
Allegany and Garrett counties.

She previously was deputy assistant 
secretary for the National Telecommu-
nications and Information Adminis-
tration within the U.S. Department of 
Commerce. She also was the Washing-
ton director for Common Sense Media.

McClain Delaney, who lives in Po-
tomac in Montgomery County, filed on 
Thursday for reelection in 2026.

The Maryland State Board of Elec-
tions lists two other Democrats in the 
race — George Gluck of Montgom-
ery County and Daniel M. Krakower of 
Frederick County.

Two Republicans have filed — Rob-
in Ficker of Montgomery County and 
Chris Burnett of Montgomery County.

— News-Post staff
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The popular Brunswick burger restaurant 
Boxcar expects to open a second location in 
Middletown in the coming days.

The second location, in the former Aleko’s 
Village Cafe space in the rear of the Shell gas sta-
tion at 4304 Old National Pike, should be open 
within two weeks, and possibly sooner, owner 
Brett Novick said Wednesday.

Aleko’s recently opened a new location on 
North Church Street in Middletown.

The Middletown location will join Boxcar’s 
location on South Maple Avenue in Brunswick.

About a year ago, Novick and his staff were 
working on an idea for a new restaurant in 
Brunswick, the plans of which are still in prog-
ress, he said.

As those plans were developing, he heard 
that the Aleko’s space was coming available.

Finding affordable, second-generation 
restaurant space in Frederick County is difficult, 
Novick said. He talked to the owner of the Mid-
dletown space as soon as he could.

“I got in my car that minute and drove over 
there,” he said.

The two farms that supply most of Boxcar’s 
beef, South Mountain Creamery and Richvale 
Farm, are both near Middletown.

The Brunswick and Middletown communi-
ties in western Frederick County are similar, but 
Novick said they’re far enough apart that their 
customer bases won’t overlap.

The two restaurants will have similar ap-
proaches, he said, although the slightly smaller 
Middletown location won’t serve frozen custard, 
as the one in Brunswick does.

He expects the Middletown restaurant will 
draw more of a lunch crowd, while Brunswick is 
geared more toward dinner.

Although the company will still do some ca-
tering, it will be selling its popular food truck af-
ter eight years, Novick said.

The Brunswick location has been open for 
about three years.

A location on Frederick’s North East Street 
closed in December 2023 for what Novick said 
was a variety of reasons, including the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

A former Virginia teacher who was 
shot by a 6-year-old student in her class-
room in 2023 testified Thursday that she 
thought she had died that day.

Abby Zwerner testified in her $40 
million lawsuit filed against a former as-
sistant principal who is accused of ig-
noring multiple warnings that the stu-
dent had a gun.

Zwerner was shot in the hand and 
chest in January 2023 as she sat at a 
reading table in her first-grade class-
room at Richneck Elementary School 
in Newport News. Zwerner spent near-
ly two weeks in the hospital, required 
six surgeries and does not have the full 
use of her left hand. A bullet narrow-
ly missed her heart and remains in her 
chest.

“I thought I had died. I thought I was 
either on my way to heaven or in heav-
en,” Zwerner testified. “But then it all got 
black. And so, I then thought I wasn’t 
going there. And then my next memory 
is I see two co-workers around me and I 
process that I’m hurt and they’re putting 
pressure on where I’m hurt.”

The shooting sent shock waves 
through the military shipbuilding com-
munity and the country, with many 
wondering how a child so young could 
access a gun and shoot his teacher.

Zwerner no longer works for the 
school district and has said she has no 
plans to teach again. It was revealed in 
court Wednesday that she has become a 
licensed cosmetologist.

Zwerner answered questions on the 
stand for more than an hour.

A physician testified Wednesday that 
Zwerner can’t make a tight fist with her 
left hand, which has less than half its 
normal grip strength.

Former assistant principal Ebony 
Parker is accused of failing to act after 
several people voiced concerns to her 
in the hours before the shooting that the 
student had a gun in his backpack.

Zwerner testified she first heard 
about the gun prior to class recess from 
a reading specialist. The shooting hap-
pened a few hours later.

— Associated Press

By MARY CLARE JALONICK 
 and JOEY CAPPELLETTI
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration’s increasing efforts 
to exclude Democrats from na-
tional security briefings could en-
danger troops and keep important 
information from the public, the 
top Democrat on the Senate intel-
ligence committee warned Thurs-
day.

“I don’t know how you even 
begin to rebuild trust,” Virginia 
Sen. Mark Warner said after Dem-
ocrats were not invited to a brief-
ing this week on U.S. military 
strikes against boats alleged to be 
carrying drugs. “This is against ev-
ery norm of how national security 
policy has worked.”

Every senator should be read 
in, Warner said, and “when you 
politicize decision making about 
putting service members in 
harm’s way, you make them less 
safe.”

Lawmakers in both parties 
have had questions about the 
American strikes on boats in the 
waters off South America — 14 
strikes so far, killing 61 people 
— and the legal justification for 
them, given that Congress has not 
authorized military action. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s administra-
tion also has been building up an 
unusually large force of warships 
in the region, fueling speculation 
that the moves are aimed at oust-
ing Venezuelan President Nicolás 
Maduro.

The Senate could have a say 
next week with an expected vote 
on a war powers resolution forced 
by Democrats that would prohib-
it strikes in or near Venezuela, un-
less Congress approves. Several 
Republicans who are considered 
potential swing votes in favor of 
that resolution were part of the 
briefing this week.

One of those Republican sen-
ators, Thom Tillis of North Car-
olina, said he had requested the 
briefing along with others. He said 
it helped ease some of his con-
cerns, but that he’s going to “con-
tinue to look at” the resolution.

Tillis said he saw nothing 
wrong with Republicans having 
their own briefing since the is-
sue has become “politicized.” But 
Democrats “should be entitled to 
a briefing” as well, Tillis said.

Republican South Carolina 
Sen. Lindsey Graham also said 
Democrats should hear from the 
administration. Asked if he’s wor-
ried about the precedent being set 
by excluding them, Graham re-
sponded that “they’ll get briefed.”

Warner said that is “bull—--.”
“Somebody needs to be held 

accountable for this,” he said. 
“Some ‘oops’ makeup session 
doesn’t cut it.”

Associated Press writers Lisa 
Mascaro and Konstantin Toropin 
contributed to this report.

Staff photo by Katina Zentz

Elise Kendall, 3, plays with scarves near her mother, Gretchen Kendall, during Preschool Storytime: 
Not-So-Spooky Stories! at Urbana Regional Library on Thursday.
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Frederick City Council member Donna Kuzemchak at a 
December 2024 meeting.
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Brett Novick, owner, and Sebastian Meza, manager, stand outside of the upcoming Middletown 
location for Boxcar Burgers on Thursday.
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