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John Kitts Jr.
John David Kitts Jr., of 

Brunswick Md, Husband of 
Lucille Virginia Kitts, died 
on Oct. 17, 2025. He was 92 
years old. He was the son of 
the late John David Kitts Sr. 
and Mary Edna Kitts of Lees-
burg Virginia. Mr. Kitts was 
predeceased by his daugh-
ter Marilyn Virginia Allison, 
Brunswick, MD, Lewis War-
ren Allison III, Brunswick, 
MD, and daughter-in-law 
Teressa Blickenstaff-Kitts, 
Shepherdstown, WV.

Mr. Kitts is survived by 
his wife Lucille of 72 years, 
his daughter Cari Michelle 
Kitts-Boismenu and hus-
band Paul Boismenu, 
Brunswick, MD, son John 
Kitts and wife Anne Tay-
lor Kitts, New Braunfels, 
TX, sister Mary Ellen Mabe, 
Leesburg, VA, son-in-law 
Lewis Allison, Brunswick 
MD, and his favorite com-
panion his beloved dog 
Harley. Mr. Kitts also has 
eleven grandchildren and 
11 great-grandchildren.

Mr. Kitts was born in 
Leesburg VA and graduated 
from Loudoun County High 
School and was a member 
of the Future Farmers of 
America. Mr. Kitts enjoyed 
raising Black Angus Beef 
and won Grand Champion 
ribbons as a member of 4-H. 
Mr. Kitts worked as a dia-
ry farmer as a teenager and 
then worked for LB Mason 
and Son as a heavy equip-
ment operator after gradu-
ation. He was employed by 
Eastern Airlines until he re-
tired after 22 years of ser-
vice. Following his retire-
ment, he worked for Napa 

Auto Parts for 12 years.
He loved to bake cookies 

and preparing food for his 
family while spending qual-
ity time with them. He also 
enjoyed watching the game 
show Wheel of Fortune and 
was actually very good at 
answering the clues before 
many of the contestents. 
He was a lover of animals 
and loved feeding his best 
friend, dog and companion 
Harley. His kindness and 
warmth was felt by anyone 
who knew him. Mr. Kitts will 
be missed by all who knew 
and loved him.

Services will be held on 
Tuesday, Oct. 28, 2025, at 
5 p.m., at Eackles-Spencer 
& Norton Funeral Home, 
256 Halltown Road, Harp-
ers Ferry, WV, with Bobby 
Minnick officiating.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to Frederick Coun-
ty Humane Society, 1786 N. 
Market St. Frederick, MD 
21701.

Condolences may be 
expressed at www.eack-
les-spencerfuneralhome.
com

By HANNAH SCHOENBAUM 
Associated Press

Daniel Naroditsky, a chess 
grandmaster who started as a 
child prodigy and quickly be-
came one of the most influ-
ential American voices in the 
sport, died Monday. He was 
29.

The Charlotte Chess 
Center in North Carolina, 
where Naroditsky trained 
and worked as a coach, an-
nounced his death on social 
media, calling him “a talent-
ed chess player, educator, and 
beloved member of the chess 
community.”

“Let us remember Dan-
iel for his passion and love for 
the game of chess, and for the 
joy and inspiration he brought 
to us all every day,” his family 
said in a statement shared by 
the center.

The cause of death was not 
immediately known.

Naroditsky became a 
grandmaster, the highest ti-
tle in chess aside from World 
Chess Champion, at the age 
of 18.

Years earlier, the Califor-
nia-born player won the Un-
der 12 world championship 
and spent his teenage years 
writing chess strategy books 
as he climbed the world rank-
ings.

He was consistently ranked 
in the top 200 worldwide for 
traditional chess and also ex-
celled at a fast-paced style 
called blitz chess, maintain-
ing a top 25 ranking through-
out his adult career. Most re-
cently Naroditsky, known to 
many as Danya, won the U.S. 
National Blitz Championship 
in August.

Fellow grandmasters cred-
ited Naroditsky with introduc-
ing the sport to a wider audi-
ence by livestreaming many 
of his matches and shar-
ing live commentary on oth-
ers. Thousands of people reg-
ularly tuned in on YouTube 
and the interactive stream-
ing platform Twitch to watch 
Naroditsky play.

“He loved streaming, and 
he loved trying to be educa-
tional. The chess world is very 
grateful,” Hikaru Nakamura, 
an American grandmaster, 
said on a livestream Monday.

In a final video posted to 
his YouTube channel on Fri-

day titled “You Thought I 
Was Gone!?” Naroditsky tells 
viewers he’s “back, better 
than ever” after taking a cre-
ative break from streaming. 
He talks viewers through his 
moves as he plays live chess 
matches on the computer 
from a cozy home studio.

Other elite chess players 
from around the globe took to 
social media to express their 
shock and sadness.

Dutch chess grandmas-
ter Benjamin Bok reflect-
ed on his lifelong friendship 
with Naroditsky, who he said 
he’s known since the Under 
12 world championship that 
Naroditsky won in 2007.

“I still can’t believe it and 
don’t want to believe it,” Bok 
said on X. “It was always a 
privilege to play, train, and 
commentate with Danya, 
but above all, to call him my 
friend.”

Naroditsky was the son of 
Jewish immigrants to the U.S. 
from Ukraine and Azerbai-
jan. He was born and raised in 
San Mateo County, California, 
and was described by his par-
ents as a very serious kid with 
an impressive attention span 
and memory. He went on to 
study history at Stanford Uni-
versity, earning a bachelor’s 
degree in 2019 after taking a 
year off to play in chess tour-
naments.

After college, he moved 
to Charlotte, North Carolina, 
where he coached the area’s 
top junior chess players.

DEATH NOTICES
Sean Patrick Regan, of Frederick, died Monday, Oct.  

20. Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, Freder-
ick.

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

By JASMINE GOLDEN
The Washington Post

Miles McMahon ran up 
and squeezed between his 
parents, dancing as Dis-
ney tunes filled the kitch-
en of their Southern Mary-
land home. He puffed up 
his cheeks with air, bursting 
with laughter as his parents 
popped them that Sunday 
morning in October 2024.

They tickled and hugged 
and kissed Miles. They spun 
him around the room. A 
breeze blew through an open 
window, cooling the space 
in the autumn heat. As the 
morning wound down and 
the plan turned to showers 
and a walk, the family went 
upstairs to get ready.

They didn’t expect the 
doorbell.

Or how it would be the 
sound that bisected their 
lives. Before. And after.

Dominique McMahon, a 
32-year-old wife and mother 
of two, rushed to get dressed. 
The ringing was relentless.

“Where’s Miles?” she re-
members asking aloud.

The question had grown 
to consume their days at 
home and those of his teach-
ers at school in Charles 
County. Miles, a kindergart-
ner, had autism and wasn’t 
yet speaking. He had been 
a wanderer since he could 
walk.

Miles had been able to 
slip away from his preschool 
class more than 700 times, 
a number the McMahons 
weren’t aware of until the 
end of the school year, ac-
cording to school records ob-
tained by The Washington 
Post. He liked to flee from his 
parents, too.

The McMahons knew 
opening the door too wide 
carried the risk that their 
younger son would make his 
move. An intricate maze of 
locks and bolts at home was 
meant to keep him safe from 
a world his 5-year-old mind 
never feared.

But on this day, Oct. 13, he 
didn’t approach the door.

Where’s Miles?
The neighbor on the front 

porch had an unsettling an-
swer: Moments earlier, his 
wife had seen Miles outside, 
barefoot and alone.

How he got out didn’t 
make sense to Dominique, 
but in that moment it didn’t 
matter. She put on Crocs 
and grabbed her glasses. “It’s 
Miles!” she shouted to her 
husband Tom, 38. Then she 
ran.

The chase had been part 
of their lives as parents. Find-
ing help for Miles had been 
a frustrating lesson in wait-
ing: It took more than a year 
to get him seen by a doctor 
who could diagnose his au-
tism and open doors for ther-
apy at home. And despite his 
parents’ pleas and recom-
mendations from teachers, 
the school district had not 
put him in its program for 
students with autism, where 
trained teachers might have 
helped with his behavior.

Now he was gone. The 
frantic, 12-hour search felt 
like forever. It was after mid-
night when authorities found 
Miles, drowned in a nearby 
pond.

In the months that fol-
lowed, the story of Miles’s 
life — and the tragic way 
it ended — reverberated 
through the community, 
bringing light to a challenge 
faced by a growing num-
ber of families. It prompted 
teachers at his school to call 
on school system leaders for 
more resources for children 
with autism and spurred a 
wave of safety measures for 
students. And, Miles’s death, 
along with that of anoth-
er young boy from Mary-
land, triggered a new state 
law that requires schools to 
tell parents when their child 
flees from school, track the 
number of times and make a 
plan to address it.

Away from safety
The brand of fear that 

shadowed the McMahons is 
well known by parents rais-
ing autistic children. So, too, 
is the risk of a devastating 
outcome.

In Boise, Idaho, Mat-

thew Glynn walked away 
from his 5th birthday par-
ty and drowned in a ca-
nal. In West Chester Town-
ship, Ohio, Joshua Al-Lateef 
Jr., 6, was reported missing 
and found dead in a pond 
near his apartment building. 
And in Hopkins, Minnesota, 
4-year-old Waeys Mohamed 
drowned in a creek.

More children with au-
tism died in 2024 after wan-
dering away — 82 — than in 
any other year since the Na-
tional Autism Association 
began tracking cases over 20 
years ago, said Lori McIlwain, 
the association’s co-founder 
and executive director. So far 
this year, at least 75 children 
have died.

Experts in the field call the 
behavior “eloping.”

Autistic adults said elop-
ing usually appears as a form 
of communicating an un-
met need. It might reflect 
the desire to move toward 
an attraction or away from a 
threat. And it can be difficult 
for parents and guardians to 
understand.

“It’s a topic that strikes 
people as very intuitive, but 
it’s actually quite complicat-
ed,” said Zoe Gross, director 
of advocacy for D.C.-based 
Autistic Self Advocacy Net-
work.

Autism, a condition with 
unclear causes that are un-
der intense scrutiny by the 
Trump Administration, is 
twice as prevalent in chil-
dren as in 2010, according to 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, part of a 
decades-long spike putting 
a strain on health care and 
schools, where nationwide 
teacher shortages are felt 
most acutely in special edu-
cation.

While an exact reason for 
the surge in elopement is dif-
ficult to pinpoint, post-pan-
demic service disruptions 
and an increase in autism di-
agnoses at earlier ages may 
all play a part, McIlwain said.

Death by eloping nearly 
doubled from 2023 to 2024, 
according to data from the 
National Autism Association. 
Most were around Miles’s age 
and drowned not far from 
where they went missing, 
McIlwain said.

“Water is the mute but-
ton for everything,” McIlwain 
said. “If there’s water nearby, 
that’s where these kids are 
going to go.”

The Sunday morning that 
he disappeared, Miles had 
torn through the screen of 
the open living room win-
dow and jumped out. He was 
almost hit by a red pickup as 
he ran across the street, vid-
eo from a neighbor’s doorbell 
camera showed.

He was headed toward a 
pond.

The McMahons had 

thought their door locks and 
the backyard fence they built 
and covered with a tarp to 
prevent him from climbing 
would be enough to keep 
Miles away from the road and 
the water.

‘Learning on our own’
The long struggle to keep 

Miles safe illustrates the daily 
danger parents confront and 
the isolation they often feel 
when dealing with the over-
whelmed systems meant to 
help children with autism.

Dominique and Tom, 
both Air Force veterans who 
met during their active duty 
service, married in 2016. 
They soon started a family 
and settled in the Maryland 
community of Waldorf.

Aiden came first, in 2017, 
then Miles two years later.

At 1½ years old, they be-
gan to worry Miles wasn’t 
speaking or pointing much. 
Aiden behaved similarly 
when he was young but grew 
out of it.

But by 2, Miles still wasn’t 
communicating. A pediatri-
cian suggested they put on 
“Sesame Street.”

Dominique thought he 
might be deaf. A hearing spe-
cialist confirmed that wasn’t 
the problem. The parents 
tried to start therapies for 
speech and social skills but 
couldn’t get Miles in any-
where during the pandemic.

One day, a mother at an 
early learning center who 
had a child with autism asked 
her, “Does your son have au-
tism?”

It was a question she’d 
have trouble answering.

Miles waited for nearly 
two years, on three waiting 
lists, before being diagnosed 
in 2023, the McMahons said.

Catherine Lord, a profes-
sor at UCLA and clinical psy-
chologist who specializes in 
autism research, said a diag-
nosis shouldn’t hinder fam-
ilies’ access to care, but it of-
ten does.

“It’s really unfortunate 
that it’s become a ticket to get 
services,” Lord said, “because 
you don’t really need a diag-
nosis to at least start things 
like working with families 
about potential unsafe situa-
tions.”

Even after Miles was diag-
nosed, Tom said they never 
received help for the behav-
ior that scared them the most 
— his constant attempts to 
flee.

“It was a lot of learning 
on our own,” he said. “When 
you get diagnosed with can-
cer, you leave the cancer 
center with like a big pack-
et of ‘this is what you can ex-
pect,’ you’re assigned a per-
son, and there’s some kind 
of communication and di-
alogue to understand what 

this means and the things 
that you should be doing 
now, in the near future and 
for the rest of your life. When 
you get a formal diagnosis of 
autism, you don’t get any of 
that.”

Even on the run, Miles 
was the “happiest little boy 
you’ve ever seen,” Domi-
nique said.

He loved to take things 
apart, from toys to lamps, 
and build dinosaurs, whales 
and sharks out of Play-Doh. 
After his diagnosis, he used 
a communication device that 
allowed him to press buttons 
to relay messages. But a smile 
was often how Miles con-
veyed his thoughts.

The world was so excit-
ing to Miles that he couldn’t 
contain himself. Miles had 
learned how to carefully 
press his thumb down to wig-
gle off the wrist tether his par-
ents had wound on his arm 
whenever they ventured out.

Even the most fun plac-
es for him, like outdoor play-
grounds, were risky, most 
without fencing to keep him 
in. Miles would bolt into 
the woods, running knee-
deep in leaves as his parents 
chased him.

Knowing water safety was 
a concern, the McMahons 
signed up their sons for swim 
lessons in the county, but the 
lessons weren’t designed for 
children like Miles.

They were also waiting for 
Miles’s turn for access to ap-
plied behavior analysis — 
ABA therapy — but were im-
peded by another waiting list.

Tom and Dominique 
showed Miles educational 
videos and programmed his 
communication device to re-
inforce their warnings that 
running away wasn’t safe. 
None of it worked.

‘A sobering reminder’
A few days after Miles’s 

death, a teacher who indicat-
ed she was speaking for her 
colleagues at Eva Turner El-
ementary School, where he’d 
been in his first months of 
kindergarten, sent an email 
to Charles County Public 
Schools leaders, citing a “lack 
of compassionate leader-
ship.”

“Eva Turner is knowing-
ly understaffed, lacks neces-
sary resources required for 
the safety and education of 
their students, and are in a 
time of need,” she said, urg-
ing officials to address short-
comings in how it serves stu-
dents with autism, including 
a “lack of lawful” individual-
ized education program ser-
vices. “The number of elop-
ing students at Eva Turner 
constantly placing them-
selves in danger on the same 
roads we searched for Miles 
on is increasing daily.”

700 times, boy with autism 
ran from class. He wandered 
one final time from home.

Dominique McMahon/AP

Miles McMahon, who had autism and drowned after escaping from his home on October 13, 
2024. He was five years old.

American chess 
grandmaster Daniel 
Naroditsky dies at 29

Associated Press file photo

This undated photo released 
by Charlotte Chess Center 
shows Daniel Naroditsky 
playing chess on the board.


