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Patricia Orye
Patricia Louise Beatty 

Orye of Monrovia, Md., for-
merly of Brunswick, Md. 
passed away on Sunday, July 
5, 2026.

Born Jan. 6,1946 in Bruns-
wick, Md.; she was the daugh-
ter of the late Rosa Harris and 
Harry “Douglas” Beatty.

After graduating from 
B.H.S., class of 1964 she 
worked at A.E.C. Pat was 
married to George P. “Mick-
ey” Orye in 1965 until his 
sudden death on Sept. 11, 
2000. She was again blessed 
to meet her longtime part-
ner and fiancee Rick Full-
mer in 2005. They had many 
great years together. Pat loved 
spending time with her fam-
ily and friends. She also en-
joyed going to Ocean City, 
fishing, dancing, gardening, 
watching a movie, and listen-
ing to good music. 

She is survived by her 
daughter, Dana Muchesko 
(Bill), sons Paul Orye (Pau-
la) and Chad Orye (Stac-
ey), seven grandchildren 
and fourteen great-grand-
children, fiancee Rick Full-
mer and children, Jason, 
Brandie, Teal (Kenny) and 
nine grandchildren, her sis-
ter Joyce Mohler and many 
nieces and nephews. Patri-
cia was preceded in death 
by her parents, her husband 
Mickey Orye, son C.D. Orye, 
sister Rose Marie Martin, 
and granddaughters Jessica 
and Jenna Hall. 

A private family service 
will be held at Resthaven Me-
morial Gardens, Frederick, 
Md. on July 21 at 1 p.m.

Norman Grogan
Norman H. Grogan, 

of Clarksburg, Maryland, 
passed away peacefully at 
home on July 5, 2026.

Norman was a retired cus-
tomer engineer with IBM, 
where he dedicated many 
years of service and built a 
reputation for his technical 
skill and steady commitment 
to his work. Outside of his ca-
reer, he lived a life ground-
ed in faith, family, and crafts-
manship.

A devoted Lutheran, Nor-
man was an active member 
of his church community, 
generously giving his time 
through volunteer work. He 
also expressed his creativi-
ty through the art of stained 
glass, producing pieces that 
reflected both patience and 
care. In his leisure time, he 
enjoyed golfing with friends, 
trailer camping, and espe-
cially cherished time spent 
with his family.

Norman was preceded in 
death by his parents, Norma 
and David Grogan; his wives, 
Wilma Grogan (1986) and Di-
ane Grogan (2026); his broth-
er, William Grogan; and his 
sister, Elaine Burdette.

He is survived by his lov-
ing family, including his 
brother Karl Grogan (Bar-
bara) and his sister Ame-
lia Walker; his daughters, 
Tammy Grogan and Les-
lie “Christy” Grogan; his 
son, Bill Grogan; and his 
step-son, Wesley Orndorff. 
He is also survived by his 

five grandchildren, Patrick 
(Kari), Liz, Caroline (Leo), 
Lori (Chandler), and Shelby, 
great-granddaughter Sophie 
and many nieces and neph-
ews.

Norman will be remem-
bered for his steady presence, 
his devotion to his faith, and 
the love he shared with his 
family and friends. His legacy 
lives on in the lives of those 
he touched.

Memorial service is 
planned for Aug. 29, 2026 at 
10:30 a.m. to be held at Re-
deemer Lutheran Church, 
27015 Ridge Rd, Damascus, 
MD 20872, with burial fol-
lowing at Saint Lukes Luther-
an Cemetery, 16601 Briardale 
Rd, Derwood, MD 20855. A 
reception will be held at Re-
deemer Lutheran Church at 
1-3 p.m.

Online condolences may 
be shared with his fami-
ly on our website at www.
molesworthwilliams.com

DEATH NOTICES
Wayne F. Sullivan, of Woodbine, died Thursday, July 9. 

Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, Mount Airy.
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Thomas L. Horner
Thomas Leroy Horner, 85, 

of Jefferson, MD passed away 
peacefully at his home on Fri-
day, July 10, 2026.

Born on Feb. 25, 1941, in 
Baltimore, he was the son of 
the late Leroy “Sam” Jacob 
Horner and Florence Kather-
ine (Chipley) Horner.

Tom was the devoted and 
loving husband of Barbara E. 
Horner. Together they shared 
67 years of marriage, cele-
brating their anniversary on 
June 20.

He is also survived by 
his children, Tamara Smith, 
Ronda Winn (Mike), Doug-
las Horner (Lisa) and Bradley 
Horner (Virginia); 9 grand-
children; 9 great-grandchil-
dren; sister, Lavanna Nest-
er (Franklin); and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

He was predeceased by a 
brother, Samuel Horner.

Tom dedicated 40 years 
of service to Ausherman 
Homes, where he worked as 
a skilled carpenter, supervi-
sor and project manager be-
fore his retirement. His crafts-
manship and strong work 
ethic reflected the pride he 
took in his profession.

In his free time, Tom en-
joyed woodworking and was 
a faithful fan of the Baltimore 
Orioles. Above all, he trea-

sured time spent with his 
family, especially his grand-
children and great-grand-
children, who brought him 
immense joy.

Family and friends are 
invited to visit from 2 to 
4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. on 
Tuesday, July 14, 2026, at 
Hartzler Funeral Home, 
404 S. Main Street, Woods-
boro.

A funeral service will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Wednes-
day, July 15, at the funeral 
home. His nephew, Deacon 
Darrell Smith, will officiate. 
Interment will follow at Mt. 
Tabor Church Cemetery in 
Rocky Ridge.

Online condolenc-
es may be shared with the 
family by visiting hartzler-
funeralhome.com.

By JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press

DUBAI, United Arab 
Emirates — Sheikh Ha-
mad bin Khalifa Al Thani, 
who as ruler of Qatar trans-
formed the tiny Persian 
Gulf nation into a global 
player in diplomacy, media 
and investment, and then 
shattered tradition by vol-
untarily turning over pow-
er to his son, has died, state 
media reported. He was 74.

The state-run Qatar 
News Agency reported his 
death. It offered no cause.

Sheikh Hamad, who 
stepped down in June 2013 
after 18 years as emir, was 
the architect of energy-rich 
Qatar’s stunning ambitions 
that turned it from a back-
water into an internation-
al crossroads in less than a 
generation. Qatar owns the 
Harrod’s department store 
in London and founded 
the powerful Al Jazeera sat-
ellite news network.

Qatar’s political reach 
today stretches from North 
Africa to Afghanistan and it 
hosted the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup, the world’s most-
watched soccer event. 
Sheikh Hamad, though 
long out of power, received 
thunderous applause from 
Qataris attending its open-
ing match.

But Qatar’s rise un-
der Sheikh Hamad also 
rankled regional and 
Western allies with its 
independent-minded pol-
icymaking, including its 
close ties to Shiite power-
house Iran, the Palestinian 
militant Hamas group and 
Egypt’s outlawed Muslim 
Brotherhood.

Al Jazeera’s blunt re-
porting, though a much-
praised departure from the 
traditionally deferential 
habits of Arab media, also 
was criticized and accused 
of slanting coverage to suit 
the views of Qatar’s rulers.

“The future lies ahead 
of you, the children of this 
homeland, as you usher 
into a new era where young 
leadership hoists the ban-
ner,” Sheikh Hamad said as 
he announced his abdica-
tion and the carefully craft-
ed transition to his son, the 
British-educated crown 
prince Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani, who was 
then 33.

Sheikh Hamad handed 
over power to his son

The peaceful, volun-
tary transfer of power was 
rare in a region where such 
change usually results from 
death or overthrow. Sheikh 
Hamad himself seized con-
trol after deposing his fa-
ther, Sheikh Khalifa, in a 
bloodless palace coup in 
1995.

His abdication was seen 

as Qatar’s attempt to stay 
ahead of Arab Spring-in-
spired calls for reforms 
and leadership more at-
tuned to the region’s large 
and powerful young pop-
ulation. Qatar, a peninsula 
half the size of New Jersey, 
is believed to have around 
300,000 citizens.

At the time, Sheikh Ha-
mad also was thought to 
have been in poor health 
for years. In Decem-
ber 2015, Qatari officials 
said he was flown to Swit-
zerland for surgery after 
breaking a leg while on hol-
iday.

Sheikh Hamad attended 
Britain’s military academy, 
Sandhurst, and became 
commander of Qatar’s 
armed forces and defense 
minister. He was named 
crown prince in the late 
1970s and gradually broad-
ened his duties to include 
planning for Qatar’s vast oil 
and gas reserves.

Sheikh Hamad created  
Al Jazeera, a powerful 
voice in Arab media

After seizing power 
from his father, who then 
lived in exile for nearly a 
decade, Sheikh Hamad 
quickly moved to open an 
inward-looking nation to 
outside influences, epito-
mized by Al Jazeera, which 
became a major force in 
global media.

Its reporting not only an-
gered other Arab leaders, 
sometimes to the point of 
diplomatic rupture, it also 
riled Washington. Al Ja-
zeera aired statements from 
the terror network al-Qaida, 
even as Qatar hosted one of 
the key Pentagon logistical 
hubs following the Sept. 11, 
2001, attacks and the U.S.-
led invasions of Afghani-
stan and Iraq.

Sheikh Hamad, mean-
while, aggressively sought 
international prestige 
through sports, an effort 
crowned by Qatar’s suc-
cessful bid to host the 
World Cup, though marred 
by accusations that it used 
its huge wealth to woo poor 
countries’ support.

Qatar’s brand is also 
prominent across the 
sporting world from spon-
sorship deals with the 
Spanish football giant Bar-
celona to a majority stake 
in the football club Paris 
Saint-Germain.

Sheikh Hamad also 
pushed Qatar Airways to 
expand into a major in-
ternational carrier, trying 
to rival neighboring car-
rier Emirates. The coun-
try’s international airport 
in Doha, Qatar’s capital, 
which cost at least $15 bil-
lion to construct, also bears 
his name.

Qatar became a 
powerhouse for diplomacy

Sheikh Hamad had 
wide-ranging visions for 
Qatar’s role as a diplomat-
ic broker. Over the years, 
its mediation was brought 
to bear on the conflict in 
Sudan’s western Darfur 
region, Lebanese faction-
al feuding and the rift be-
tween the Palestinians’ 
Hamas and Fatah factions.

In October 2012, Sheikh 
Hamad became the first 
head of state to visit the 
Gaza Strip since Hamas 
seized control five years 
previously, promising a 
total of $400 million in 
projects and investments. 
During the visit, Gaza ra-
dio stations played a song 
entitled “Thank you, Qa-
tar.”

Qatar also reached out 
to Hamas’ main foe, Isra-
el. Sheikh Hamad met in 

2007 with Israel’s then-for-
eign minister, Tzipi Livni, 
at the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly. Qatar al-
lowed an Israeli trade of-
fice to operate in Doha 
until it was ordered closed 
in response to Israel’s at-
tacks on Gaza in late 2008.

While neighboring Bah-
rain and the United Arab 
Emirates diplomatically 
recognized Israel in 2020, 
Qatar maintained its dis-
tance. Israelis at the World 
Cup also faced a multitude 
of Palestinian flags and an-
ger over its occupation of 
lands Palestinians claim 
for their future state.

During the Arab Spring, 
Qatar sent warplanes to 
the NATO-led missions in 
Libya against Moammar 
Gadhafi’s forces and pro-
vided key military and fi-
nancial aid to the success-
ful Libyan rebels. In Syria, 
Qatar was a main political 
sponsor of the opposition 
to then-President Bashar 
Assad and led calls to in-
crease the flow of weapons 
to the Syrian rebels.

However, its backing of 
Islamists like the Muslim 
Brotherhood has caused 
rifts with other nations 
in the region. Those ten-
sions culminated under 
Sheikh Tamim, when Bah-
rain, Egypt, Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE launched a 
yearslong boycott of Qatar, 
in part over the policies of 
his father that continued 
during his rule.

In one of the last ini-
tiatives before Sheikh Ha-
mad’s abdication, Qatar 
formally opened an of-
fice for Afghanistan’s Tal-
iban, which set the stage 
for talks between the Unit-
ed States and the Tali-
ban that ultimately led to 
NATO and America’s cha-
otic withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan in 2021.

By JENNIFER SINCO KELLEHER 
Associated Press

Martha Lillard had just 
turned 5 when she was di-
agnosed with polio and de-
pended on an iron lung to 
live. She died June 26 in Okla-
homa, the last U.S. polio pa-
tient who used the machine, 
her sister said. She was 78.

“They told her she wasn’t 
supposed to live past 20 years 
old,” Lillard’s younger sister, 
Cindy McVey, told The Asso-
ciated Press on Friday. “She 
had the enthusiasm and the 
drive to continue living and 
make the best of her life.”

McVey attributes her sis-
ter’s death to the effects 
of long-haul COVID-19. A 
death certificate lists causes 
as chronic pulmonary failure 
and post-polio syndrome, 
McVey said.

Lillard slept in the iron 
lung cylinder that encased 
her body as the air pres-
sure in the chamber forced 
air in and out of her lungs. 
As a child, she went to grade 

school for two hours a day 
and was tutored the rest 
of the time. She attended 
Shawnee High School by us-
ing a phone system that al-
lowed her to interact with 
her teachers and classmates 
through an intercom in her 
classrooms.

Her family went on road 
trips to Missouri thanks to a 
custom trailer and her father 
calling hotels to find out if 
they had doors wide enough 
to accommodate the ma-
chine Lillard slept in. Lillard 
was even able to drive for a 
time.

“To me, it was just nor-
mal,” recalled McVey, 75.

Polio was once one of the 
nation’s most feared diseas-
es, with annual outbreaks 
causing thousands of cases 
of paralysis. The disease pri-
marily affects children.

Vaccines became avail-
able starting in 1955. Ac-
cording to the federal Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention, a national vac-
cination campaign cut the 

annual number of U.S. cas-
es to fewer than 100 in the 
1960s and fewer than 10 in 
the 1970s. In 1979, polio was 
declared eliminated in the 
U.S., meaning it was no lon-
ger routinely spread.

Later the internet would 
help Lillard stay informed 
and learn about all sorts of 
topics, including her disease, 
which paralyzed her from the 
neck down.

With therapy she was 
able to regain partial use 
of her left arm and use of 
her legs. But she could 
only move her left arm side 
to side at her waist. Even 
though she couldn’t reach 
up, she spent many years 
living alone and preparing 
her own meals.

The internet also allowed 
Lillard to meet her future 
husband. After the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks, Lillard 
wanted to understand more 
about what happened. In a 
chat room, she met a man 
in Egypt and communicat-
ed with him online for more 

than 20 years, McVey said.
Lillard married Baha Salh 

in February after he was fi-
nally able to obtain a visa to 
travel to Oklahoma.

“They were really soul 
mates,” McVey said. “He’s ex-
tremely brokenhearted.”

During the coronavi-
rus pandemic, Lillard got 
COVID-19 twice. Before get-
ting COVID-19, she had less 
than 25% lung capacity. The 
last five years of her life, she 
wasn’t able to leave home as 
it became harder to breathe. 
For the past two years, she 
was in the iron lung nearly 24 
hours a day, McVey said.

McVey described her sis-
ter as artistic and creative. 
She wrote poems and com-
posed songs. She wrote her 
own obituary, which is now 
posted online by a funer-
al home. She described be-
ing a Humane Society vol-
unteer. “She was an avid 
Beagle lover and assisted 
in animal rescue as a cross 
poster on Facebook,” Lil-
lard wrote.

Qatar’s former ruler Sheikh Hamad 
bin Khalifa Al Thani has died at 74

Associated Press file photo

Former Emir of Qatar Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, center, arrives before the start of 
the World Cup group A soccer match between Qatar and Ecuador at the Al Bayt Stadium in 
Al Khor, Qatar, on Nov. 20, 2022.

Martha Lillard, last US polio patient 
using iron lung, dies at 78 in Oklahoma


