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PITTSBURGH (AP) — Paul Skenes 
allowed one hit in six strong innings 
and Brandon Lowe homered for the 
third time in two games, driving in five 
runs as the Pittsburgh Pirates steam-
rolled the Washington Nationals 16-5 
to begin a four-game series Monday 
night.

Skenes (3-1) struck out six and 
walked one, throwing a career-high 32 
change-ups among his 88 pitches while 
improving to 7-1 
in his last 11 home 
starts. The only run 
he gave up came on 
a first-inning homer 
by CJ Abrams.

Lowe went 3 for 5 
with a two-run sin-
gle in the second 
and his sixth ho-
mer — a three-run shot in the Pirates’ 
10-run sixth. He had a grand slam and 
a solo shot Sunday at Wrigley Field in a 
7-6 loss to the Cubs.

Lowe became the first Pirates player 
to knock in at least five runs in consecu-
tive games since RBIs became an official 
statistic in 1920.

Oneil Cruz reached base four straight 
times for Pittsburgh and went 2-for-3 to 
extend his hitting streak to a career-high 
12 games. He had three RBIs and scored 
three runs.

By JOHN CANNON
jcannon@newspost.com

MIDDLETOWN — When 
Brunswick freshman Maya Low-
ery was intentionally walked 
in the seventh inning of Mon-
day’s softball game against Mid-
dletown, someone in the stands 
said, “That’s gonna happen to her 
now a lot.”

The newcomer was Frederick 
County’s leading home run hit-
ter last week, and she started this 
week off by adding to that total.

Lowery’s two-run shot, her 
fifth varsity homer this season, 
and junior pitcher Kassidy Barn-
house’s ability to grind out a 
complete game helped the Rail-

roaders rebound from back-to-
back lopsided losses by beating 
the host Knights 11-8.

Coming off losses to local 
powers Catoctin and Boons-
boro by a combined 28-0, a grit-
ty win against a quality team like 
Middletown was just what the 
young Railroaders (6-5) needed. 
No wonder a fired-up Barnhouse 
hugged catcher Aeriana Carter 
after getting the game-ending 
strikeout.

“It means a lot,” Barnhouse 
said of the victory. “We knew that 
we had a rough past couple of 
games and just pushed the ped-
al today.”

Lowery did her share of push-
ing, blasting a homer over the left 
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SOFTBALL

BASEBALL

 Middletown 7, Brunswick 3

UP NEXT
 What: D-backs 

at Orioles 
 When: 6:30 

p.m. 
 TV: MASN

By DAVID GINSBURG
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — If this was indeed the 
final home game of Alex Ovechkin’s sensa-
tional NHL career, the Washing-
ton Capitals star collected enough 
memories to take him deep into re-
tirement.

From the opening faceoff to 
the celebratory post-game skate in 
which he waved gratefully to the 
adoring fans, Ovechkin enjoyed 
one heck of a day, Best of all, the 
Capitals won Sunday to remain in 
the playoff hunt.

Playing in front of an appreciative sellout 
crowd, the Capitals beat the Pittsburgh Pen-
guins 3-0. Ovechkin will wait until the off-
season to decide whether to retire or return 
for a 22nd NHL season, but the fans weighed 

in early in the game by chanting, “One more 
year!”

Afterward, surrounded by his two young 
sons, Ovechkin had this response to that re-
quest: “I’ll think about it,” he said with a wry 

smile.
Ovechkin turns 41 in Septem-

ber, but the league’s all-time lead-
ing goal scorer with 929 isn’t exact-
ly limping to the end of his brilliant 
career. He leads the Capitals with 32 
goals and 63 points, and he received 
an assist on the empty-net goal that 
clinched Sunday’s pivotal win.

“It’s a big moment for us right 
now,” he said. “Everybody was dialed in.”

The Capitals were eliminated from the 
playoffs Monday night when Philadelphia 
defeated Carolina in a shootout ahead of 

One more year? ‘I’ll think about it’
Capitals fans weighed in Sunday on Ovechkin’s retirement

Associated Press

Washington’s Alex Ovechkin acknowledges 
the crowd after Sunday’s game.

UP NEXT
 What: 

Capitals at Blue 
Jackets 

 When: 7 p.m. 
 TV: MNMT, 

ESPN

Staff photo by Joseph DeBell

ABOVE: Brunswick’s Maya Lowery connects for a home run during Monday’s game against Middletown at Middletown High School. 
BELOW: Brunswick pitcher Kassidy Barnhouse (13) delivers during the Railroaders’ victory.

LONGBALL LOWERY
Railroaders freshman stays hot, clouts 
fifth homer to help hold off Knights

 Brunswick 11, Middletown 8

By ALEXANDER DACY
adacy@newspost.com

MIDDLETOWN — After Eddy 
Quinn’s 91st and final pitch induced a 
whiff and a strikeout, Middletown head 
coach Andy Baker walked out to the 
mound to end the junior’s longest var-
sity appearance to date.

Quinn earned an ovation from the 
crowd atop the hill at Middletown High, 
and his teammates poured out of the 
dugout to welcome him back.

“That’s amazing, because I know 
they got my back,” Quinn said. “I know 
they’re all gonna support me. They’ve 
been doing it all season, so it’s great to 
see.”

They saluted his effort on the mound 
that righted a rough start and helped the 
Knights earn their fourth straight win, a 
7-3 victory over Brunswick on Monday.

Quinn tossed 5 1-3 scoreless in-
nings of relief, scattering four hits, two 
walks and a hit batter while striking 
out four. He never put together a 1-2-3 
frame but effectively worked out of trou-
ble, including inducing an inning-end-
ing groundout with the tying run at the 
plate in the sixth.

“After the first inning, my arm felt re-
ally good,” Quinn said. “I had control of 
every pitch, so I knew I was gonna be 
able to bring it all the way home.”

He ate pivotal innings for Middle-
town, which played its fifth game in the 
last seven days and is in the midst of 
playing eight games in 10 days.

Thus, managing pitching is para-
mount.

Quinn’s relief 
helps calm 
Knights, 
beat Roaders
Junior goes 5 1-3 innings 
as Middletown gets footing

(See QUINN B2)

(See LOWERY B2)

(See CAPITALS B2)

By DAVID GINSBURG
Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Jeremi-
ah Jackson hit a grand slam 
and a solo shot, Pete Alonso 
put Baltimore in front with a 
seventh-inning homer and 
the Orioles rallied from a 
six-run deficit to beat the 
Arizona Diamondbacks 9-7 
Monday night.

Nolan Arenado hit two 
home runs and had five 
RBIs, and Ketel Marte hit a 

pair of solo homers to put 
the Diamondbacks up 7-1 
in the sixth.

But Arizona’s 
bullpen gave up 
the lead.

Taylor Rashi 
allowed two hits 
and a walk in the 
sixth before Jack-
son hit a hang-
ing slider into the 
left-field seats. One in-
ning later, Jonathan Loáisi-
ga (0-1) hit Taylor Ward 

with a pitch before Alonso 
launched his second ho-
mer of the season.

Jackson led off 
the eighth with a 
homer off Andrew 
Hoffman to make 
it 9-7. It was Jack-
son’s first career 
multi-homer game.

Albert Suárez 
(1-0) gave up three 

runs in two innings of relief, 
Rico Garcia pitched a per-
fect eighth and Ryan Helsley 

got three straight outs for his 
fifth save.

Recalled from Triple-A 
Norfolk before the game, 
Orioles starter Dean Kremer 
yielded three home runs but 
only two earned runs in five 
innings. He struck out nine 
and walked none in his first 
start of the season.

His 2026 debut got off a 
rocky start when Marte hit 
the first pitch of the game 

Associated Press

The Orioles’ Jeremiah Jackson (82) celebrates with Gunnar 
Henderson after hitting a home run during the eighth inning 
Monday against the Diamondbacks.

Orioles break out big bats
Jackson goes deep twice, Alonso homers as Baltimore rallies past Arizona

(See ORIOLES B3)

UP NEXT
 What: Nationals 

at Pirates 
 When: 6:40 

p.m. 
 TV: Nationals TV

Skenes leads 
Bucs past Nats
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“We’ve been able to 
piece it together,” Bak-
er said. “It certainly helps 
when they throw well. When 
they throw well, and you 
can only burn … one pitcher 
in one game, that’s huge in a 
week of four games.”

The Knights (7-2) used 
three arms on Monday, but 
only Quinn will be unavail-
able the rest of the week.

They were at risk of burn-
ing more when they went 
down 3-0 to the Railroaders 
(4-5) in the second inning. 
Brunswick senior third 
baseman Justin Ricketts 
drew a bases-loaded walk in 
the first inning, and junior 
catcher LJ Tobery drove in 
two runs with a second-in-
ning single.

But Quinn came in and, 
while not perfect, didn’t al-
low another run.

“Everyone’s gotta step 
up,” Quinn said. “We gotta 
do our best to work with our 
depth, and whenever some-
body gets an opportunity, 
just take advantage of it.”

That’s how Middletown 
has approached each game 
this season, and it’s how the 
Knights approached their 
at-bats to rally after Quinn 
calmed them.

Middletown did not have 
an extra-base hit but plat-
ed seven unanswered runs. 
The Knights got two back in 
the third before stringing to-
gether four consecutive sin-
gles to kickstart a four-run 
fourth inning. They add-
ed an insurance run in the 
sixth.

Senior designated hitter 
Tyler Barrick drove in a pair 
of runs, while senior cen-
ter fielder Cory Godlove, se-
nior second baseman Jack 
Cornell, junior pitcher/third 
baseman Ryan Coulby, se-
nior left fielder Nate Borawski 
and senior shortstop Damon 
Baker each had an RBI.

“That’s one of the great-
est things about sports,” 
Andy Baker said. “Some-
body didn’t have their best 
at-bat. Somebody didn’t 
have their best stuff on the 
mound. But all the guys 
around them lift them up, 
and then come and rescue 
and score some runs, get 
some good pitching, and all 
of a sudden, we’re back in 
the lead again.

“That’s what we saw to-
day. … It was a combination 
of everybody.”

American League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Baltimore 9 7 .563 —
New York 8 7 .533 ½
Tampa Bay 8 7 .533 ½
Boston 6 9 .400 2½
Toronto 6 9 .400 2½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Cleveland 9 7 .563 —
Minnesota 9 7 .563 —
Detroit 7 9 .438 2
Kansas City 7 9 .438 2
Chicago 6 10 .375 3

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Athletics 8 7 .533 —
Texas 8 7 .533 —
Los Angeles 8 8 .500 ½
Seattle 8 9 .471 1
Houston 6 11 .353 3
Sunday’s Games

Athletics 1, N.Y. Mets 0
Detroit 8, Miami 2
Tampa Bay 5, N.Y. Yankees 4
Baltimore 6, San Francisco 2
Minnesota 8, Toronto 2
L.A. Angels 9, Cincinnati 6
Boston 9, St. Louis 3
Chicago White Sox 6, Kansas City 5
Seattle 6, Houston 1
Texas 5, L.A. Dodgers 2
Atlanta 13, Cleveland 1

Monday’s Games
Seattle 6, Houston 2
Baltimore 9, Arizona 7
L.A. Angels at N.Y. Yankees, late
Boston at Minnesota, late
Cleveland at St. Louis, late
Texas at Athletics, late

Tuesday’s Games
Arizona (Kelly 0-0) at Baltimore (Rogers 2-0), 

6:35 p.m.
Kansas City (Ragans 0-3) at Detroit (Valdez 1-1), 

6:40 p.m.
L.A. Angels (Detmers 0-1) at N.Y. Yankees 

(Weathers 0-1), 7:05 p.m.
Boston (Gray 2-0) at Minnesota (Abel 0-2), 

7:40 p.m.
Tampa Bay (McClanahan 0-1) at Chicago White 

Sox (Schultz 0-0), 7:40 p.m.
Toronto (Gausman 0-1) at Milwaukee (Misi-

orowski 1-1), 7:40 p.m.
Cleveland (Cantillo 1-0) at St. Louis (McGreevy 

1-1), 7:45 p.m.
Colorado (Lorenzen 1-1) at Houston (Gordon 

0-0), 8:10 p.m.
Seattle (Woo 0-1) at San Diego (King 1-1), 9:40 

p.m.
Texas (Gore 2-0) at Athletics (Springs 2-0), 

9:40 p.m.

Orioles 9, Diambondbacks 7

Arizona      Baltimore     
 ab r h bi   ab r h bi 
Marte 2b 5 2 2 2  Henderson ss 5 0 1 1 
Carroll rf 4 0 1 0  Ward lf 4 1 0 0 
Perdomo ss 3 0 0 0  Alonso 1b 3 2 2 2 
Del Castillo c 4 1 1 0  Basallo c 4 0 0 0 
Fernandez dh 4 1 0 0  Beavers dh 4 1 1 0 
Vargas 1b 4 1 2 0  Taveras cf 3 1 1 1 
Arenado 3b 4 2 2 5  Cowser rf 3 1 0 0 
Thomas cf 4 0 0 0  Jackson 2b 4 2 3 5 
Barrosa lf 4 0 2 0  Alexander 3b 2 1 0 0 
Totals 36 7 10 7  Totals 32 9 8 9 
Arizona 101 203 000 — 7

Baltimore 001 005 21x — 9
E—Del Castillo (1), Henderson (2). DP—Arizona 
0, Baltimore 1. LOB—Arizona 3, Baltimore 5. 
2B—Barrosa (5), Vargas (4), Alonso (4). 3B—
Henderson (1). HR—Marte 2 (4), Arenado 2 (2), 
Jackson 2 (3), Alonso (2).
 IP  H R ER BB SO
Arizona       
Nelson 5 1-3 3 2 1 2 7
Rashi  2-3 3 4 4 1 1
Loáisiga L,0-1 BS,1-4  2-3 1 2 2 1 0
Hoffmann 1 1-3 1 1 1 0 1
Baltimore       
Kremer 5  6 4 2 0 9
Suárez W,1-0 2  4 3 3 1 0
Garcia H,4 1  0 0 0 0 0
Helsley S,5-5 1  0 0 0 0 2

HBP—Loáisiga (Ward).
T—2:48. A—10,289 (45,971).

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 10 6 .625 —
Miami 8 8 .500 2
Philadelphia 8 8 .500 2
New York 7 9 .438 3
Washington 7 9 .438 3

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Pittsburgh 10 6 .625 —
Cincinnati 9 7 .563 1
Milwaukee 8 7 .533 1½
St. Louis 8 7 .533 1½
Chicago 7 9 .438 3

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 11 4 .733 —
San Diego 10 6 .625 1½
Arizona 9 8 .529 3
Colorado 6 10 .375 5½
San Francisco 6 10 .375 5½
Sunday’s Games

Athletics 1, N.Y. Mets 0
Detroit 8, Miami 2
Baltimore 6, San Francisco 2
Arizona 4, Philadelphia 3
L.A. Angels 9, Cincinnati 6
Washington 8, Milwaukee 6
Boston 9, St. Louis 3
Chicago Cubs 7, Pittsburgh 6
San Diego 7, Colorado 2
Texas 5, L.A. Dodgers 2
Atlanta 13, Cleveland 1

Monday’s Games
Baltimore 9, Arizona 7
Philadelphia 13, Chicago Cubs 7
Pittsburgh 16, Washington 5
N.Y. Mets at L.A. Dodgers, late
Miami at Atlanta, late
Cleveland at St. Louis, late

Tuesday’s Games
Arizona (Kelly 0-0) at Baltimore (Rogers 2-0), 

6:35 p.m.
Chicago Cubs (Rea 1-0) at Philadelphia (Nola 

1-1), 6:40 p.m.
San Francisco (Ray 2-1) at Cincinnati (Singer 

0-1), 6:40 p.m.
Washington (Mikolas 0-3) at Pittsburgh (Keller 

1-0), 6:40 p.m.
Miami (Meyer 1-0) at Atlanta (López 1-0), 

7:15 p.m.
Toronto (Gausman 0-1) at Milwaukee (Misi-

orowski 1-1), 7:40 p.m.
Cleveland (Cantillo 1-0) at St. Louis (McGreevy 

1-1), 7:45 p.m.
Colorado (Lorenzen 1-1) at Houston (Gordon 

0-0), 8:10 p.m.
Seattle (Woo 0-1) at San Diego (King 1-1), 9:40 

p.m.
N.Y. Mets (McLean 1-1) at L.A. Dodgers (Yama-

moto 2-1), 10:10 p.m.

Pirates 16, Nationals 5

Washington      Pittsburgh     
 ab r h bi   ab r h bi 
Wood rf 3 0 1 0  Cruz cf 3 3 2 3 
Wiemer rf-p 1 0 0 0  Cook cf 1 0 1 0 
García 1b 5 0 0 0  Lowe 2b 5 2 3 5 
Abrams ss 2 1 1 1  Reynolds dh 4 1 3 4 
Mead ph-2b 2 0 0 0  Bart ph-dh 0 0 0 1 
Lile lf-rf 4 1 2 0  O’Hearn rf 5 1 1 1 
Young cf 4 1 1 2  Gonzales 3b 0 0 0 0 
Tena dh-lf 3 1 1 0  Yorke 3b-rf 6 0 0 0 
Vivas 3b 3 1 1 0  Horwitz 1b 4 2 2 1 
Nuñez 2b-ss 4 0 1 2  K.Griffin ss 4 2 1 1 
Ruiz c 4 0 0 0  Mangum lf 4 2 1 0 
      Davis c 4 3 2 0 
Totals 35 5 8 5  Totals 40 16 16 16 
Washington 100 000 400 — 5

Pittsburgh 041 00(10) 01x — 16
E—García (2). LOB—Washington 6, Pittsburgh 
10. 2B—Vivas (1), O’Hearn (3). 3B—Reynolds (1). 
HR—Abrams (5), Young (2), Horwitz (1), Lowe (6). 
SB—Cruz (7), Davis (1). SF—Bart (1).
 IP  H R ER BB SO
Washington       
Cavalli L,0-1 1 1-3 3 4 4 3 2
Schultz 2 2-3 2 1 1 0 4
Rutledge 1 1-3 6 7 7 2 2
Lord  2-3 3 3 3 1 1
Ribalta 1  0 0 0 0 0
Wiemer 1  2 1 1 1 0
Pittsburgh       
Skenes W,3-1 6  1 1 1 1 6
Urquidy 1  6 4 4 0 0
Sisk 2  1 0 0 1 3

HBP—Cavalli (Reynolds), Sisk (Tena), Wiemer 
(Lowe).

T—2:54. A—11,532 (38,753).

NHL
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic GP W L OT Pts GF GA
x-Buffalo 80 49 23 8 106 280 236
x-Tampa Bay 81 50 25 6 106 288 227
x-Montreal 81 48 23 10 106 281 252
x-Boston 81 44 27 10 98 268 250
x-Ottawa 81 43 27 11 97 275 245
Detroit 81 41 30 10 92 240 250
Florida 81 39 38 4 82 243 275
Toronto 80 32 34 14 78 247 290
Metropolitan GP W L OT Pts GF GA
z-Carolina 81 52 22 7 111 294 239
x-Pittsburgh 81 41 24 16 98 288 261
x-Philadelphia 81 42 27 12 96 246 241
Washington 81 42 30 9 93 261 243
Columbus 81 40 29 12 92 252 251
N.Y. Islanders 81 43 33 5 91 232 239
New Jersey 81 42 36 3 87 230 250
N.Y. Rangers 81 33 39 9 75 234 248
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central GP W L OT Pts GF GA
z-Colorado 79 52 16 11 115 295 201
x-Dallas 80 48 20 12 108 269 218
x-Minnesota 80 45 23 12 102 266 232
x-Utah 80 42 32 6 90 260 232
Nashville 80 38 32 10 86 241 261
Winnipeg 79 35 32 12 82 225 243
St. Louis 79 34 33 12 80 213 247
Chicago 80 28 38 14 70 207 268
Pacific GP W L OT Pts GF GA
x-Vegas 80 37 26 17 91 255 247
x-Edmonton 80 40 30 10 90 275 266
Anaheim 80 42 32 6 90 266 281
Los Angeles 79 34 26 19 87 216 237
San Jose 79 37 34 8 82 240 284
Seattle 79 34 34 11 79 222 252
Calgary 80 33 38 9 75 208 255
Vancouver 80 24 48 8 56 211 307

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
z-clinched conference

Sunday’s Games
Washington 3, Pittsburgh 0
Montreal 4, N.Y. Islanders 1
Boston 3, Columbus 2
New Jersey 4, Ottawa 3, OT
Vancouver 4, Anaheim 3, OT
Calgary 4, Utah 1

Monday’s Games
Florida 3, N.Y. Rangers 2
Tampa Bay 4, Detroit 3, OT
Philadelphia 3, Carolina 2, SO
Dallas at Toronto, late
Minnesota at St. Louis, late
San Jose at Nashville, late
Buffalo at Chicago, late
Colorado at Edmonton, late
Los Angeles at Seattle, late
Winnipeg at Vegas, late

Tuesday’s Games
Carolina at N.Y. Islanders, 7 p.m.
Montreal at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at Boston, 7 p.m.
Washington at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Anaheim at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Colorado at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Winnipeg at Utah, 9 p.m.
Pittsburgh at St. Louis, 9:30 p.m.
Los Angeles at Vancouver, 10 p.m.

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic W L Pct GB
y-Boston 56 26 .683 —
x-New York 53 29 .646 3
x-Toronto 46 36 .561 10
Phila. 45 37 .549 11
Brooklyn 20 62 .244 36
Southeast W L Pct GB
y-Atlanta 46 36 .561 —
Orlando 45 37 .549 1
Charlotte 44 38 .537 2
Miami 43 39 .524 3
Washington 17 65 .207 29
Central W L Pct GB
z-Detroit 60 22 .732 —
x-Cleveland 52 30 .634 8
Milwaukee 32 50 .390 28
Chicago 31 51 .378 29
Indiana 19 63 .232 41
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest W L Pct GB
y-San Antonio 62 20 .756 —
x-Houston 52 30 .634 10
New Orleans 26 56 .317 36
Dallas 26 56 .317 36
Memphis 25 57 .305 37
Northwest W L Pct GB
z-Oklahoma City 64 18 .780 —
x-Denver 54 28 .659 10
x-Minnesota 49 33 .598 15
Portland 42 40 .512 22
Utah 22 60 .268 42
Pacific W L Pct GB
y-L.A. Lakers 53 29 .646 —
Phoenix 45 37 .549 8
L.A. Clippers 42 40 .512 11
Golden State 37 45 .451 16
Sacramento 22 60 .268 31

x-clinched playoff spot
y-clinched division
z-clinched conference

Sunday’s Games
Miami 143, Atlanta 117
Charlotte 110, New York 96
Phila. 126, Milwaukee 106
Cleveland 130, Washington 117
Toronto 136, Brooklyn 101
Detroit 133, Indiana 121
Boston 113, Orlando 108
Phoenix 135, Oklahoma City 103
Houston 132, Memphis 101
Dallas 149, Chicago 128
Portland 122, Sacramento 110
L.A. Lakers 131, Utah 107
Denver 128, San Antonio 118
L.A. Clippers 115, Golden State 110
Minnesota 132, New Orleans 126

Monday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Tuesday’s Games
Miami at Charlotte, 7:30 p.m. (MIA @ CHA)
Portland at Phoenix, 10 p.m. (POR @ PHX)

Wednesday’s Games
Orlando at Phila., 7:30 p.m. (ORL @ PHI)
Golden State at L.A. Clippers, 10 p.m. (GSW 

@ LAC)

Area Schedule
Tuesday, April 14
Baseball

St. John’s at Gerstell, 4:15
Thomas Johnson at Middletown, 4:30

Softball
St. James at MSD, 4:30

Boys Lacrosse
Concordia Prep at St. John’s, 4:30
Smithsburg at Linganore, 5
Walkersville at Tuscarora, 6
Urbana at Westminster, 6:30
Thomas Johnson at Brunswick, 7
Oakdale at Middletown, 7

Girls Lacrosse
Brunswick at Thomas Johnson, 7
Middletown at Oakdale, 7
Westminster at Urbana, 7
Tuscarora at Walkersville, 7

Tennis
Indian Creek at St. John’s, 4

Boys Volleyball
MSD at Atholton Adventist, 4:30

College Baseball
George Mason at Mount St. Mary’s, 3
Notre Dame (Md.) at Hood, 3:30

College Tennis
Delaware State at Mount St. Mary’s women, 3

TV Sports
TODAY
COLLEGE BASEBALL
7 p.m.

BTN — Creighton at Nebraska
COLLEGE GOLF
7 p.m.

GOLF — Western Intercollegiate: Second Round, 
Pasatiempo Golf Club
COLLEGE SOFTBALL
6 p.m.

ACCN — South Carolina at Clemson
LACROSSE (MEN’S)
7 p.m.

ESPNU — 2026 Premier Lacrosse League Draft: 
Rounds 1 — 4
MLB
6:40 p.m.

TBS, TRUTV — Chicago Cubs at Philadelphia 
(6:40 p.m.)
9:40 p.m.

MLBN — Texas at Athletics
NBA
7:30 p.m.

PRIME VIDEO — Eastern Conference Play-In 
Tournament: Miami at Charlotte
10 p.m.

PRIME VIDEO — Western Conference Play-In 
Tournament: Portland at Phoenix
NHL
7 p.m.

ESPN, MONUMENTAL — Washington at 
Columbus
9:30 p.m.

ESPN — Pittsburgh at St. Louis
SOCCER (MEN’S)
1:45 p.m.

FS2 — Saudi Pro League: Al Shabab at Al Qadsiah
7 p.m.

CBSSN — U.S. Open Cup: Austin FC at Louisville 
City FC, Round of 32
9 p.m.

FS1 — CONCACAF Champions League: LAFC at 
Cruz Azul, Quarterfinal — Leg 2
9:30 p.m.

CBSSN — U.S. Open Cup: Omaha at Colorado, 
Round of 32
11:30 p.m.

FS1 — CONCACAF Champions League: Nashville 
SC at CF América, Quarterfinal — Leg 2
SOCCER (WOMEN’S)
2 p.m.

CBSSN — 2027 FIFA World Cup Qualifier Group 
Stage: England vs. Spain, League A — Group 3
4:50 p.m.

FS2 — CONMEBOL Nations League: Peru vs. 
Paraguay, First Round
6:55 p.m.

FS1 — CONMEBOL Nations League: Venezuela vs. 
Argentina, First Round
8:50 p.m.

FS2 — CONMEBOL Nations League: Colombia vs. 
Chile, First Round
10 p.m.

TNT, TRUTV — International Friendly: U.S. vs. 
Japan, Seattle
TENNIS
5 a.m.

TENNIS CHANNEL — Barcelona-ATP, Munich-ATP, 
Stuttgart-WTA & Rouen-WTA Early Rounds
6 a.m.

TENNIS CHANNEL — Barcelona-ATP, Munich-ATP, 
Stuttgart-WTA & Rouen-WTA Early Rounds

Major League Baseball

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SAN FRANCISCO — Stephen 
Curry practically glared in delight 
when he scored and was fouled in 
his first game back after missing 
more than two months because of 
a knee injury. He brought back his 
celebratory shimmy, shaking his 
upper body after being sent to the 
floor on that play following a layup 
when he drove past former team-
mate Kevin Durant.

Curry’s pregame dribbling and 
shooting routine had fans showing 
up early again in the regular-sea-
son’s final week at Chase Center 
just for a glimpse, phone camer-
as held high — including by the re-
habbing Jimmy Butler — to capture 
the must-see moments as everyone 
suddenly realizes No. 30 is hard-
ly immortal, as much as it used to 
seem.

And it might be short-lived, for 
this season anyway. These inju-
ry-plagued Golden State Warriors 
are a long shot, even if Curry hopes 
to save the day on his troublesome 
right knee.

The two-time MVP and his War-
riors have a daunting task just to get 

into the playoffs: They are the tenth 
seed in the Western Conference 
and need to win a pair of elimina-
tion games on the road to earn the 
eighth seed and a chance to face de-
fending champion and No. 1 Okla-
homa City.

Golden State will play Wednes-
day night against the Clippers in Los 
Angeles.

“Until we get bounced from what-
ever this is, we’re going to approach 
it the same way: dignity, competi-
tiveness and confidence that you can 
win any game,” Curry said. “That’s 

just the mentality we have.”
And Curry never considered say-

ing forget about it and sitting out 
the rest of the way, though there 
were some rough times alone in the 
training room.

He wanted to come back and 
try. He knows these opportunities 
won’t last forever, having turned 38 
last month and finishing up a 17th 
NBA season that hardly has gone as 
planned.

But, with Curry, there is renewed 
hope.

Play-in tournament will decide 
final 4 spots in NBA playoff field

For the Miami Heat, here’s the 
bad news: They’re in the play-in 
tournament again.

And for the Heat, here’s also 
some good news: They’re in the 
play-in tournament again.

The play-in — where the fi-
nal four playoff spots will be de-
cided — has become an unwant-
ed tradition for Miami, which is in 
the event for the fourth consecu-
tive season. The Heat used it as a 
springboard to the playoffs in each 
of the last three years, and will need 

to win two road games this week to 
extend that streak.

“It’s harrowing. It’s nuts,” Heat 
coach Erik Spoelstra said. “You have 
to absolutely embrace it. It makes 
you feel alive, that’s for sure, if you’re 
a competitor. ... Once you’re in it, it’s 
exhilarating. And you have to em-
brace the competition, embrace 
how every single possession really 
does matter. It’s a Game 7. And so, 
I just want our guys to take on that 
challenge.”

Also in the field: Charlotte, Or-
lando and Philadelphia in the East-
ern Conference, along with Gold-
en State, the Los Angeles Clippers, 
Portland and Phoenix in the West-
ern Conference.

The Clippers have a chance to 
get to the playoffs after a dismal 
6-21 start to the season.

“It’s a great achievement,” Clip-
pers coach Tyronn Lue said.

The schedule
— East No. 10 Miami at East No. 

9 Charlotte, Tuesday, 7:30 p.m.
— West No. 8 Portland at West 

No. 7 Phoenix, Tuesday, 10 p.m.
— East No. 8 Orlando at East 

No. 7 Philadelphia, Wednesday, 

7:30 p.m.
— West No. 10 Golden State at 

West No. 9 Los Angeles Clippers, 
Wednesday, 10 p.m.

How it works
Every game will either have a 

team clinching a playoff berth and/
or being eliminated from postsea-
son contention.

— Losers of Miami-Charlotte 
and Golden State-LA Clippers 
games are eliminated.

— Winners of Portland-Phoe-
nix and Orlando-Philadelphia 
games become No. 7 seeds on play-
off bracket (East will face Boston in 
Round 1, West will face San Antonio 
in Round 1.)

— Orlando-Philadelphia loser 
will host Miami-Charlotte winner 
Friday (7:30 p.m.) to determine No. 
8 seed in East and who’ll face No. 1 
Detroit in Round 1. Losing team in 
that game is eliminated.

— Portland-Phoenix loser will 
host Golden State-LA Clippers win-
ner Friday (10 p.m.) to determine 
No. 8 seed in West and who’ll face 
No. 1 Oklahoma City in Round 1. 
Losing team in that game is elimi-
nated.

Healthy Curry hopes to lead a surprise Warriors playoff run

Associated Press 

Warriors guard Stephen Curry missed 
two months with a knee injury. 

Quinn calms
(Continued from B1)

field fence to give Brunswick a 4-1 
lead in the second inning against a 
Middletown team that had only giv-
en up that many runs in an entire 
game once all season long.

In Brunswick’s previous win 
against Francis Scott Key last Tues-
day, Lowery had two homers, includ-
ing a walk-off grand slam. Had Rail-
roaders coach Ronnie Stewart heard 
about the hard-hitting third baseman 
before she arrived in high school?

“I’m new in Brunswick. I real-
ly don’t know many of the kids,” 
Stewart said. “But I’ve been hearing 
about her since I got here, and we’ve 

got more coming next year that are 
like her.”

When weather robbed Brunswick 
of varsity games earlier this year, 
Lowery played for the JV team and 
hit two more homers.

She’s one of two freshmen in the 
heart of Brunswick’s order, join-
ing cleanup hitter Addison Eye. On 
Monday, Lowery had two hits and 
reached on an error that plated a 
run in the fifth, the last time she was 
pitched to.

Lowery began playing softball 
about 10 years ago, although she took 
a break to focus on another sport that 
couldn’t be more different — gym-
nastics. Has she always hit for power?

“Yeah, I mostly grew up with it,” 
she said. “It’s just natural.”

Conversely, Barnhouse is a pitch-
er that eschews power.

“I call her our dog. She battles ev-
ery time she pitches, and if we can 
put up good defense behind her, she 
pitches to contact, she’s not a pow-
er pitcher,” Stewart said. “She sets ev-

erything up with her change-up, and 
her change-up tonight was brilliant, 
and it set up everything for her fast-
ball. She’s a gamer.”

Even without leading hitter 
Hayden Moxley, who didn’t play be-
cause she was ejected in Friday’s loss 
to Boonsboro, Middletown still mus-
tered offense that, on any other day 
this season, would’ve been more 
than enough.

Madalyn Anthony hit a grand 
slam to center that gave the Knights 
a 5-4 lead in the third. But the Rail-
roaders quickly regained the lead, 
scoring four runs in the fourth on a 
rally highlighted by Juliette Bel’s RBI 
double.

“That’s the most runs we’ve giv-
en up by far all year,” Middletown 
(6-4) coach Charley Toms said. “Our 
defense has been our shining point 
all year. Adria [Janse Van Rensburg] 
struggled a little bit, but overall did 
a good job. The defense just — the 
wheels fell off that wagon.”

Lowery longball
(Continued from B1)

Washington’s regular-season 
finale in Columbus on Tues-
day. Regardless of wheth-
er he decides to come back, 
Ovechkin will always have 
this day to savor.

“I’ll remember this mo-
ment, the atmosphere that 
was tonight,” he said.

It was no ordinary after-
noon, and the Caps knew it.

“You could tell, the game 
felt different and the night felt 
different,” Washington coach 
Spencer Carbery said. “A lot 
of great moments.”

It was an unusual game 
right from the start, when 
Ovechkin joined Pittsburgh 
great Sidney Crosby at center 
ice for the opening faceoff.

“The opening draw, I got a 
kick out of that,” Carbery said, 
before adding,. “I just caught 
myself watching in certain 
moments, taking it all in.”

It was the 100th meeting 
between Crosby and Ovech-
kin. Crosby and the Pen-
guins have won more times 
than not, but Ovi has certain-
ly made an impression on Sid 
the Kid.

“He came in with such 
high expectations, and he 
passed them,” Crosby said. 
“To be the greatest goal scor-
er of all time and to do what 
he’s done, its impressive.”

Carbery hopes that 
Ovechkin will add to his lofty 
goal total in 2026-27, but re-
gardless, the coach is thank-
ful to have been associated 
with The Great 8.

“If it is the end of his ca-
reer, I smile thinking of those 
moments because I’ve been 
blessed to be his coach when 
he broke the all-time goals re-
cord and I was the coach that 
was with him at the end,” Car-
bery said. “I don’t take that 
for granted one minute.”

Capitals fans weighed in
(Continued from B1)

Eastern Conference
 W L T Pts GF GA
Nashville 5 1 1 16 15 4
Chicago 4 2 1 13 9 5
Inter Miami CF 3 1 3 12 13 12
New York City FC 3 2 2 11 14 9
Charlotte FC 3 2 2 11 13 9
Toronto FC 3 2 2 11 10 11
New York 3 2 2 11 11 15
New England 3 3 0 9 12 9
D.C. United 2 4 1 7 4 9
Cincinnati 2 4 1 7 10 16
Columbus 1 3 3 6 9 10
Atlanta 1 5 1 4 6 12
Orlando City 1 5 1 4 6 24
Philadelphia 1 6 0 3 6 12
CF Montréal 1 6 0 3 8 19
Western Conference
 W L T Pts GF GA
Vancouver 6 1 0 18 19 4
San Jose 6 1 0 18 13 2
Los Angeles FC 5 1 1 16 15 2
Real Salt Lake 4 1 1 13 12 8
Seattle 4 1 1 13 6 2
Colorado 4 3 0 12 19 12

FC Dallas 3 1 3 12 15 10
San Diego FC 3 2 2 11 14 10
Minnesota United 3 2 2 11 8 13
LA Galaxy 2 3 2 8 10 11
Portland 2 4 1 7 11 16
Houston 2 4 0 6 10 16
Austin FC 1 3 3 6 8 11
St Louis City 1 3 3 6 6 9
Sporting Kansas City 1 5 1 4 7 17

NOTE: Three points for victory, one point 
for tie.
Saturday, April 18

Austin FC at Toronto FC, 1 p.m.
New York at CF Montréal, 2:30 p.m.
Miami at Colorado, 4:30 p.m.
Nashville at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Chicago at Cincinnati, 7:30 p.m.
Columbus at New England, 7:30 p.m.
Charlotte FC at New York City FC, 7:30 p.m.
Houston at Orlando City, 7:30 p.m.
D.C. United at Philadelphia, 7:30 p.m.
LA Galaxy at FC Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Portland at Minnesota, 8:30 p.m.
San Diego FC at Real Salt Lake, 9:30 p.m.
St Louis City at Seattle, 9:30 p.m.

MLS


