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Nuse wasn't always
comfortable with suih
talk, but that didn't stop
it. People enjoyed telling
how you could find out
who would win a Citv
election by driving by thl
Nuse home to see which
candidates' signs stoocl in
the bit of grass between
her porch and West
Potomac.

Wanda Nuse took a
keen interest ilr her town,
and people enjoyed the
idea that she was keeping
a kind of watch bver
things. They Iiked to tatk
about who'd been seen
sitiing on the porch with
Walda and her husband, Thomas.
They knew she kept one ear on her
potice scanner and, living right across
the street from the fire hill ind half a
block [ron'r the ambulanc" nrf i. ,t"
didn't miss'much.

Somehow, this was a comiorting
thought. If you were new t;
Brunswick h the last twentv vears or
so, chances are it wasnit #;-;;;i
:.:.",on1 happity told you about
Wanda Nuse-

On the ni;ht of the recent fire com-
pany banquet, two Frederick County

and through our otvn

W.H

Wanda Nuse, in a CITEEN file photo taken
during her first run for office in 1980.

Battimore Sun article
once put it: "Brunswick's
closest thing to a politi-
cal kingmaker." Many
people believed thai vou
had to get her biessing in
order to win office here,

o{ffuials shared a ride to Brunswick
and stoppecl by the Nuse house
before going to ihe fire hall, iooking
to pay their respects. They kne#
that rvas how'things shoulcl be
done- but they didn't know Mrs.
Nuse was no longer there, having
moved to a nursing home.

Wanda Nuse dled Saturdav at
Northhampton Manor ir,, f.La"'.i.t.
The town where she spent all her life
will miss her.

(Wanda Nuse's obituary appears
on page 8.)
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Wanda Nuse in 1995.

office windows we've seen some
of those candidates and elected
officials walking past our newspa-
per qffice, Tuki"g their pilgrim-
ages to her front porch.
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Wanda Nuse dies at age 77
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by Julie Maynard

r. l anda Nuse may not have
'1 .' ,. thought of herself as a,,' T trail blazer. She was

quick tg point out that Nellie Roby
wasthd-first woman elected to the
Brunswick City council in 1960.
But Nuse, who died on Sahuday,
was elected twice- in 19g0 during
the final four years of Jes!
Omdorff's time as mayor, and then
again in 1995. This made her both
the second and the fourth woman
to serve on the council.

Nuse followed every City elec-

Wanda
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tion with great interest, serving
nurnerous times an an. election
judge, and she lived long enough to
see her home town eleit a coincil
split evenly between three women
and three men

Wanda Nuse and politics went
hand in hand in Brunswick.
Nellie Roby "raised.me,,, she said
in an interview in 1980. ,,She was
really close and like a member of
my family." Her brother, Lee
Merriman, had been chief of
police in town for many years.

Nuse herself had a-riputation
for being the power beliind the

-{gone- oL as a

ln her own wordi
In her firsi mn for office in 19g0, Wanda Nuse told Tnp Crrr_zrx that "Most of life is.common sense. a"a l, n"fp.i. .Jiykno_w,your community if you want to help it. 

-

.,"1 like people," sire iaaea. ,,1 wil.l be rru'i.lrbl" to talk to them
gll. _As 

a_housewife, I wlll u1{ersJund many ;i1#;;ffi;..
l::l:lff:f up fo,r what I think,"d b;ii6; I n*i *i "*"mirtd about thirgs... I will not just ,go along, with the otli"rr.li'

tr{rhen she "came out of refirLmen"t,, n 1;g5, i, ,r;;1;;;i",
a seat that opened when the thir"dt;;i;k';;.t##;:
Sandy Palasciano- resigned just past tf," f"rrif*:ry-p;il;,
two-year-term. It was the sixth resignation f.o*'th'" C;;lf
since 1993.

^, 
"Everybod1, was asking me to run,,, she totd Tae ClrzrN_

>ne wasn't sure she'd run again for the full four_year seat. ,,1,I
have to see,'1she said. ,,Ailea{ I ;;1 drt. th_ 

""ty ,";;that l'll go out of the Council is if they .rrry *" out_ which I
nope_ they don'tl" she added with a liugh.

"I knew when I,went on the council #fo.e,. she said in 1995.

_jlr,ll::go"'t set er erythhs do""i;;;;;;; #".,:,i),"jffi;
Il]l^liilil"-11 , 

r ran into obstru-crions ail four years, bui I didn1mrow up ml,hands and quit. Now it seems i? something does_n'l,Ho yg* way,you jtrst up and quit.
"People aren't rhinking ilearlyLnough when thev decide torun. They have.to have tXe interlest 

"i 
tfr" t.*" "i'hd;;: t" j;something for the town.,

. Nuse rrus coicemed about the drug problem in Brunsr.r,ick n lg95but said.she also wanted to work r.r9,it*"t"*],il;t;ti;btil;
stand a rds a,d,.p ro.perty appea ra n ces,,, ro p"op t",;.;;hf"; ;;#a
safe places to live."

, 
Nuse. wasn't sure about growth. ,,I like Brunswick,s small towna.tmosphere, and I don,t wXnt to ior" tnui;rfr""#:;;# J}:time she hoped to see Brunswick "g"i"ilig'U"rr""*inriiijiiTJ:

people. This town was built a. u [il.oud"."**r.ii"."ii;;'il;
thing. As a child I remember 

"n iutr.au, 
",ifur, ,", 

potomac Stree-twas pocked. Unril we gerson,erhiing Hk;;;i.*il,r;;;j';;:; ilJIJwnat you are goinq to do about the don.ntow.n. When you knor,r,what things rsed tdbe like, it,s, snu.ne. 
' "-"'

. "AJl I.can promise everyone is that I,ll try,, she concluded. ,,I,[just do the best I can.'. ' - r' '
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