
Wed 09/01/2021 Page: A1

Copyright © 2021 Frederick News-Post Powered by TECNAVIA

Stoff photos by Katina Zentz 

Esther Baker, left, and Franklin "Butch" Dixon Ill of Brunswick remember their son, Franklin "Butch" Dixon IV, as they light 
a candle during the Grace Episcopal Church third observance of Overdose Awareness Day Tuesday in Brunswick. Guests 
gathered to remember loved ones and provide information on how to remove the stigma of substance abuse. 

RECOVERING TOGETHER 
Brunswick church unites community for overdose awareness 
By MARY GRACE KELLER 
mkellerpl ne'wspost.cam 

Franklin "Butch" Dixon Ill and 
Esther Baker recall their son 
as a talented artist. 

With a pencil in hand, he 
sketched people, trucks and 

cartoons. He made people laugh and 
befriended them easily. Ile enjoyed 
trips to Florida, Ocean City and ller­
shey Park. He preferred pepperoni 
pizza from King's in Bruns\\rick and 
loved his Chevy. 

But he had his demons, too. 
Franklin "Burch'' Dixon IV was 32 

years old when he died from a drug 
overdose ai home in 2018. His father 
found him when he came to wake 
him for work at the family business. 

"He had been figh ting addiction 
for 12 years;' his father said. 

Heroin and, ultimately, fentanyl 
took ahnl<l of his life. 

"He struggled with it, but he did 
try to get clean many times," Baker 
said. He tried rehabilitation, she said, 
bllt ''. .. that little demon on his shoul­
der, it vvon." 

"Butchie," as his family called him, 
\'\'as one of the many people recog­
nized at Grace Episcopal Church's 
third observance of International 
Overdose Awareness Day Tuesday 
night in Brunswick. 

Overdose deaths rose to 93,000 
last year in the U.S., a 29 percent in-

Senior warden of Grace Episcopal Church Kathy Brown speaks during the 
church's third observance of Overdose Awareness Day Tuesday in Brunswick. 
Guests gathered to remember loved ones and provide information on how to 
remove the stigma of substance abuse. 
crease from the year prior, the Associ­
ated Press has reported. 

Purple lights tied to the railing 
outside the church's red doors led 
visitors into the sanctuary where 
roughly four do2en people gathered 
in the name of hope, healing and ed­
ucation. Recovery Support Special­
ist Jenna Harrison offered resourc­
es from the Frederick Comuy Health 

Department, whil e local therapist 
Jamie Eaton detailed how nonprof­
it Second Street and Hope provides 
free grief therapy to parents via the 
Living "Jhrough Loss program. Bruns­
wick Mayor Nathan Brown issued a 
proclamation for Overdose Aware­
ness Day in the city. 

(See OVERDOSE A4) 
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Keynote Speaker and Executive Diractorof Rainbow of Love Recovery Foundation Carleah Phillips Summers speaks during the Grace Episcopal Church third observance of Overdose 
Awareness Day Tuesday in Brunswick. Guests gathered to remember loved ones and provide information on how to remove the stigma of substance abuse . 

(OVERDOSE!rumAI) 

Carl~uh Phillips Swmners. 
exec.:ulivt! ditec.:lor of Rainbow 
of I.ovc Rccovcrv Found.i­
tion1 shared how 11er m.vn ex­
perience ,.,..ith addiction mo• 
lh•aled her lo open A.m.l.rea's 
Hou.st>, a lrnosilional. living fo­
cll ity fo r women and children 
affocrcd by addiction . 

... this disease is a vicious 
nnt!," Phillips Summers 1s:-tid. 
"'You arc ,wt alone." 

M; Phillips Summers 1·c­
called her early days of recov­
ery when her Son ,\•asn't even 
a year old, she encouraged 
others to find power in their 
sluries and share them. 

"'Recover OUI loud," Phil­
lips Summers said. '''T11crc ii; 
no shame ... I recover om loud 
hccausc lives depend on ir." 

'l hose affected by addic­
tion \'\'ere invited to share 
their testimonies before the 
c.:ruwd. TI1ti)' pre~1ci1ed sup­
port and the desire to break 
down Lhe slil!l,ma surrouml­
ing arlrll ction. Members of the 
clergy lifted up praye rs. 

Kathy 8rown, senior war­
den of the church, said the 
event started in 2018 after 
a ten<.111l in llie building lhe 
church owns next door M,kcd 
the congregarion rn consid­
er a sm,111 ob6crvancc to hon­
or their cousin who died of an 
overdose. 'lhe event grew and 
look plat:t! again in 201!:l. 

"'Tl's becon1e a rnh:sion fo r 
lhe d1un.:h Lo work wilh Lht' 
reCO\'Cry commu r,1 1~·.• Kathy 
Rmwnsa id. 

·11ie evening marked Bak­
er and Dixon's third time at• 
tending the obsen·an c.:e. 
'!hough Hutch ie wasn't \"lith 
lhem physirn.llr, Dix.on c.:1:1.r­

rics a ~rinning portra it of his 
son on his forcai·m - his on lv 
ta ttoo. ·1 he parents want oth·­
crs affccrcd by addic!ion 10 
feel supporred and encour­
aged to keep trying for a bet 
terlife. 

"Don't ~ive uµ,"' Dixon 
said. "TI1ere is h elp ou( there, 
you just have to want to hike 
ir." 

Pnllow J\ilary (~race Keller 
o,r'J'witt.er: 
@Mary(;raceKcJler 

Keynote Speaker and Executive Director of Rainbow of Love Recovery Foundation Carleah Phillips Summers speaks during the Grace Episcopal Church 
third observance of OvenloseAwareness Oay Tuesday in Brunswick. Guests gatherad lo remember loved ones and provide information on how lo 
remove the stigma of substance abuse. 

Esther Baker ram embers her son, Franklin "Butch" Dixon IV, as they light 
a candle during the Grace Episcopal Church !hind observance of Overdose 
Awareness Day Tuesday in Brunswick. Guests gathered to remember loved 
ones and provide information on how to remove the stigma of substance 
abuse. 
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