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But he was stranded 60 feet 
from home.

Railroaders third base-
man Waylon Fouché 
dropped a go-ahead RBI 
single into right-center field 
in the sixth, only for North 
East’s Jaxon Henry to bloop 
the tying single into no 
man’s land in left field.

Brunswick opened the 
scoring with three consec-
utive two-out RBI singles in 

the third by second base-
man Parker Rhodes, short-
stop/pitcher Brantley Mo-
bley and pitcher/infielder 
James Kraus. But North East 
notched a trio of two-out 
runs of its own its next trip 
to the plate.

“Hats off to North East 
for their gameplay today. 
They played really well. 
They pitched really well, 
they played good defense 
and they hit the ball,” Cory 
Rhodes said. “It was an all-

around good baseball game, 
and someone’s gotta lose. 
Unfortunately, it was us this 
time.”

The Brunswick Railroad-
ers Little League team con-
sists of Cole Changuris, 
Coop Daugherty, Waylon 
Fouché, James Kraus, Bren-
den McGann, Brantley Mo-
bley, Brayden Mobley, Colt 
Myers, Jesse Purks, Jack 
Rhodes, Parker Rhodes and 
Camden Smith.
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American League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Tampa Bay 57 42 .576 —
New York 56 44 .560 1½
Boston 51 48 .515 6
Baltimore 49 52 .485 9
Toronto 46 54 .460 11½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Chicago 52 46 .531 —
Cleveland 53 48 .525 ½
Minnesota 49 52 .485 4½
Detroit 46 53 .465 6½
Kansas City 40 60 .400 13

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Texas 50 49 .505 —
Seattle 50 50 .500 ½
Houston 47 54 .465 4
Athletics 42 57 .424 8
Los Angeles 39 61 .390 11½
Sunday’s Games

Chicago White Sox 3, Toronto 0
L.A. Dodgers 8, N.Y. Yankees 2, 1st game
Boston 6, Tampa Bay 1
Pittsburgh 7, Cleveland 1
Atlanta 8, Texas 5
Chicago Cubs 10, Minnesota 1
San Diego 19, Kansas City 2
Baltimore 5, Houston 2
Seattle 6, San Francisco 3
Washington 5, Athletics 2
L.A. Angels 3, Detroit 2
N.Y. Yankees 2, L.A. Dodgers 1, 2nd game

Monday’s Games
San Francisco at Kansas City, late
Chicago White Sox at Texas, late
Detroit at Chicago Cubs, late
Miami at Houston, late
Cleveland 13, Minnesota 4
Boston 6, Baltimore 5
Tampa Bay 7, Toronto 1
Athletics at Arizona, late
Cincinnati at Seattle, late
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Yankees, late
St. Louis at L.A. Angels, late

Tuesday’s Games
Minnesota (TBD) at Cleveland (Messick 8-5), 

6:40 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Chandler 3-8) at N.Y. Yankees 

(Warren 7-4), 7:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Rasmussen 7-5) at Toronto (Gaus-

man 4-8), 7:07 p.m.
Baltimore (Bradish 6-9) at Boston (TBD), 

7:10 p.m.
San Francisco (Mahle 2-8) at Kansas City (Avila 

4-3), 7:40 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Schultz 3-6) at Texas 

(Rocker 2-8), 8:05 p.m.
Detroit (Valdez 5-6) at Chicago Cubs (Roberts 

0-2), 8:05 p.m.
Miami (Phillips 2-4) at Houston (Imai 5-4), 

8:10 p.m.
St. Louis (Liberatore 5-6) at L.A. Angels (Ureña 

5-7), 9:38 p.m.
Athletics (Perkins 2-5) at Arizona (TBD), 9:40 p.m.
Cincinnati (Burns 11-1) at Seattle (Castillo 3-8), 

9:40 p.m.

Red Sox 6, Orioles 5

Baltimore      Boston     
 ab r h bi   ab r h bi 
Ward lf 5 1 1 0  Seigler 2b 4 0 0 0 
Alonso 1b 4 0 1 0  Rafaela cf 4 1 1 1 
Henderson ss 5 1 3 0  Abreu rf 4 2 2 1 
O’Neill rf 5 1 2 2  Contreras 1b 4 1 3 2 
Mayo dh 3 0 0 0  Yoshida dh 4 0 1 0 
Beavers ph-dh 1 0 0 0  Durbin 3b 4 1 1 1 
Taveras cf 3 1 1 0  Duran lf 3 0 1 1 
Jackson 2b 4 0 1 1  Wong c 3 0 1 0 
Encrncn-Strnd 3b 3 1 2 2  Cheng ss 3 1 0 0 
Holliday ph-3b 1 0 0 0       
Huff c 3 0 0 0       
Cowser ph 0 0 0 0       
Totals 37 5 11 5  Totals 33 6 10 6 
Baltimore 100 012 100 — 5

Boston 012 001 11x — 6
E—Jackson (7), Henderson (12), Baz (1), Ward (2). 
DP—Baltimore 1, Boston 0. LOB—Baltimore 8, 
Boston 4. 2B—Henderson 3 (19), O’Neill (7), Ward 
(20), Abreu (21), Contreras (17). HR—Encarna-
cion-Strand (1), Durbin (10). SF—Duran (6).
 IP  H R ER BB SO
Baltimore       
Baz 6  7 4 2 0 6
Cano BS,1-3  2-3 2 1 1 0 0
Wells L,2-2 1 1-3 1 1 1 0 3
Boston       
Tolle 5 2-3 8 4 4 1 9
Guerrero 1 1-3 2 1 1 0 3
Whitlock W,5-1 1  0 0 0 0 1
Chapman S,22-24 1  1 0 0 1 2

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 58 41 .586 —
Philadelphia 55 45 .550 3½
Miami 52 48 .520 6½
Washington 50 50 .500 8½
New York 42 58 .420 16½

Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 62 37 .626 —
Chicago 56 43 .566 6
St. Louis 51 47 .520 10½
Pittsburgh 52 49 .515 11
Cincinnati 45 53 .459 16½

West Division
 W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 63 37 .630 —
Arizona 51 48 .515 11½
San Diego 49 51 .490 14
San Francisco 42 57 .424 20½
Colorado 40 61 .396 23½
Sunday’s Games

L.A. Dodgers 8, N.Y. Yankees 2, 1st game
Pittsburgh 7, Cleveland 1
Atlanta 8, Texas 5
N.Y. Mets 6, Philadelphia 1
Milwaukee 3, Miami 1
Chicago Cubs 10, Minnesota 1
San Diego 19, Kansas City 2
Cincinnati 9, Colorado 6
Seattle 6, San Francisco 3
Washington 5, Athletics 2
Arizona 8, St. Louis 7, 10 innings
N.Y. Yankees 2, L.A. Dodgers 1, 2nd game

Monday’s Games
L.A. Dodgers at Philadelphia, late
N.Y. Mets at Milwaukee, late
San Francisco at Kansas City, late
Detroit at Chicago Cubs, late
Miami at Houston, late
Washington at Colorado, late
Atlanta 3, San Diego 2
Athletics at Arizona, late
Cincinnati at Seattle, late
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Yankees, late
St. Louis at L.A. Angels, late

Tuesday’s Games
L.A. Dodgers (Lauer 4-5) at Philadelphia 

(Wheeler 10-1), 6:40 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Chandler 3-8) at N.Y. Yankees 

(Warren 7-4), 7:05 p.m.
San Diego (Buehler 5-5) at Atlanta (López 4-2), 

7:15 p.m.
N.Y. Mets (Thornton 0-1) at Milwaukee (Sproat 

3-4), 7:40 p.m.
San Francisco (Mahle 2-8) at Kansas City (Avila 

4-3), 7:40 p.m.
Detroit (Valdez 5-6) at Chicago Cubs (Roberts 

0-2), 8:05 p.m.
Miami (Phillips 2-4) at Houston (Imai 5-4), 

8:10 p.m.
Washington (Mikolas 3-7) at Colorado (Lorenzen 

3-9), 8:40 p.m.
St. Louis (Liberatore 5-6) at L.A. Angels (Ureña 

5-7), 9:38 p.m.
Athletics (Perkins 2-5) at Arizona (TBD), 9:40 

p.m.
Cincinnati (Burns 11-1) at Seattle (Castillo 3-8), 

9:40 p.m.

South Atlantic League
North Division    
Second Half W L Pct. GB
Greensboro (Pittsburgh) 15 9 .625 —
Wilmington (Washington) 14 10 .583 1
x-Frederick (Baltimore) 13 10 .565 1½
Hudson Valley (N.Y. Yankees) 13 11 .542 2
Brooklyn (N.Y. Mets) 12 11 .522 2½
Jersey Shore (Philadelphia) 5 18 .217 9½
South Division    
Second Half W L Pct. GB
x-Bowling Green (Tampa Bay) 16 8 .667 —
Asheville (Houston) 15 9 .625 1
Winston-Salem (CWS) 12 12 .500 4
Rome (Atlanta) 10 13 .435 5½
Greenville (Boston) 10 14 .417 6
Hub City (Texas) 7 17 .292 9
x-first half winner
Monday’s Games

No games scheduled
Tuesday’s Games

Brooklyn at Jersey Shore, 6:05 p.m.
Hudson Valley at Wilmington, 6:05 p.m.
Greensboro at Winston-Salem, 6:30 p.m.
Frederick at Rome, 6:45 p.m.
Hub City at Greenville, 6:45 p.m.
Asheville at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.

TV Sports
TODAY
CYCLING
6:30 a.m.

NBCSN — UCI: Tour de France, Stage 16
LITTLE LEAGUE SOFTBALL
2 p.m.

ESPN — Little League Softball World Series: TBD, 
Southeast Regional — Semifinal
3:45 p.m.

ESPN — Little League Softball World Series: TBD, 
Central Regional — Semifinal
5:30 p.m.

ESPN — Little League Softball World Series: TBD, 
Southwest Regional — Semifinal
MLB
6:30 p.m.

TBS, TRUTV — L.A. Dodgers at Philadelphia 
(6:40 p.m.)
7 p.m.

MASN — Baltimore at Boston
8:40 p.m.

NATIONALS TV — Washington at Colorado
9:40 p.m.

MLBN — Cincinnati at Seattle
TBT BASKETBALL
7 p.m.

FS1 — TBT: Boeheim’s Army at Hall In, First 
Round — Game 1
9 p.m.

FS1 — TBT: JHX Hoops at Purple Reign, First 
Round — Game 1
TENNIS
5 a.m.

TENNIS CHANNEL — Kitzbuhel-ATP, Estoril-ATP, 
Hamburg-WTA, & Prague-WTA Early Rounds
6 a.m.

TENNIS CHANNEL — Kitzbuhel-ATP, Estoril-ATP, 
Hamburg-WTA, & Prague-WTA Early Rounds

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
Atlanta 16 10 .615 —
Indiana 16 10 .615 —
New York 13 12 .520 2½
Washington 12 12 .500 3
Toronto 10 15 .400 5½
Chicago 9 17 .346 7
Connecticut 7 19 .269 9
WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
Minnesota 20 6 .769 —
Golden State 19 7 .731 1
Las Vegas 17 7 .708 2
Dallas 17 8 .680 2½
Portland 11 15 .423 9
Los Angeles 10 15 .400 9½
Phoenix 9 18 .333 11½
Seattle 6 21 .222 14½
Monday’s Games

Las Vegas at Toronto, 8 p.m.
New York at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Minnesota at Seattle, 10 p.m.
Washington at Golden State, 10 p.m.

Tuesday’s Games
No games scheduled.

MLS
Western Conference

 W L T Pts GF GA
Vancouver 10 2 2 32 34 12
San Jose 10 3 2 32 34 15
Los Angeles FC 8 5 3 27 27 17
Real Salt Lake 8 4 2 26 26 19
FC Dallas 7 4 4 25 30 22
Seattle 7 4 3 24 18 16
Houston 7 6 1 22 19 23
Minnesota United 6 5 4 22 18 22
LA Galaxy 5 6 5 20 22 25
St Louis City 5 6 4 19 19 22
Portland 5 8 2 17 27 29
San Diego FC 4 6 5 17 30 27
Colorado 5 9 1 16 25 24
Austin FC 3 7 5 14 19 31
Sporting Kansas City 3 10 2 11 16 39

Eastern Conference
 W L T Pts GF GA
Nashville 11 1 3 36 32 11
Inter Miami CF 9 2 4 31 39 28
Chicago 8 4 2 26 27 16
New England 8 5 1 25 22 18
New York 6 5 4 22 25 32
Charlotte FC 6 6 3 21 24 23
Cincinnati 5 5 5 20 36 37
New York City FC 5 6 4 19 25 21
D.C. United 4 5 6 18 21 25
Columbus 4 7 4 16 21 23
CF Montréal 4 8 3 15 22 31
Toronto FC 3 6 6 15 22 29
Orlando City 4 9 2 14 23 44
Atlanta 3 10 2 11 14 24
Philadelphia 1 10 4 7 18 30

Major League Baseball

likely to be as obvious.
“What does soccer look 

like in the United States on 
the day after the World Cup 
is over?” asks former U.S. 
Soccer president Sunil Gu-
lati, who helped lead the 
bid that brought this year’s 
World Cup to the U.S., Can-
ada and Mexico. “We’re 
not going to know the an-
swer on Monday, that’s the 
point. I don’t expect view-
ership to quadruple on 
Wednesday for next week’s 
[MLS] games.”

But, he wonders, how 
many more people will 
watch MLS, NWSL and 
overseas soccer in the com-
ing weeks and months? Will 
the advertisers that rushed 
to make World Cup com-
mercials stick around to 
build campaigns around 
the pro leagues or the 
men’s and women’s nation-
al teams?

Ultimately, this World 
Cup might bring modest in-
novations or rules chang-
es. It will set attendance 
records and, as the first 
World Cup with 48 teams, 
will probably lead to more 
teams and more matches in 
the coming years. It won’t 
fundamentally change 
American soccer. That hap-
pened 32 years ago, when 
the World Cup came here 
the first time. But it may 
stoke the fire.

“The landscape is quite 
different” than in 1994, 
Gulati said. It’s not about 
a new league surviving or 
getting people to watch 
soccer games. “This now is 
harder than [just] growing 
the game.”

The U.S. was not an ob-
vious choice for FIFA lead-
ers in 1988 when they met 
to pick a host for the 1994 
tournament.

In addition to the failed 
NASL, the country had no 
soccer tradition, hadn’t 
been to a World Cup since 
1950 and had a rabid sports 
culture built around the 
NFL, the MLB and the NBA. 
The U.S.’s biggest selling 
point was the 1984 Los An-
geles Summer Olympics, 
which had been profitable 
at a time when many oth-
er Games had drained host 
cities’ budgets.

But any doubts that 
the country could orga-
nize an elite soccer tourna-
ment were eased in the ear-
ly 1980s as the U.S. hosted 
a pair of test tournaments 
against some of the world’s 
top national teams. Once 
the World Cup came, the 
stadiums were mostly filled 
and the U.S. team advanced 
from the group stage with a 
win and a tie before losing 
1-0 to Brazil in the Round 
of 16.

In addition to respect, 
enough money poured 
in to solidify U.S. Soccer, 
build training centers and 
create a development sys-
tem. FIFA also felt comfort-
able letting the U.S. host the 
Women’s World Cup five 
years later.

“It really galvanized our 
country,” said Bruce Mur-
ray, a star on the 1990 U.S. 
team, the first to go to the 
World Cup in 40 years.

Still, when the MLS 
started, Murray was skep-
tical. There was worry, he 
said, that players would get 
paid well enough to want to 
stay. But as the years went 
on and the league got stron-
ger, he saw a change. He 
noticed players from coun-
tries such as Mexico, Par-
aguay and Uruguay com-
ing to the U.S., especially 
talented wings who were 
fast and had great skill. The 
MLS, he realized, was no 
longer an afterthought to 
players from other coun-
tries.

Stars such as David 
Beckham and, later, Lio-
nel Messi brought credibil-
ity. The MLS has 45 play-
ers in this year’s World 
Cup, the sixth-most of any 
league, behind only the top 
leagues in England, Germa-
ny, Spain, France and Italy.

The debate that raged af-
ter the U.S. loss to Belgium 
in the Round of 16 is also 
seen as progress by some in 
the soccer community.

“It came up more than 
in 1990 because more peo-
ple care,” Gulati said. “Now 
we have 50 million people 
watching. That’s a positive 
sign.”

The other day, while out 
on a run, Murray stum-
bled across a group of men 
around his age arguing 
about soccer. Intrigued, he 
stopped and asked the men 
how much they knew about 
the game.

“Nothing,” they said.
“But they had been 

watching the World Cup, 
and now they were interest-
ed,” Murray said.

If there is a legacy of this 
World Cup, it might be the 
stories. Murray and Gula-
ti both imagine people re-
membering for years Mes-
si’s late-game goals, and 
England holding on to beat 
Mexico in Mexico City with 
only 10 players, and Cape 
Verde’s incredible run be-
hind a 40-year-old goal-
keeper.

“Maybe it’s me, but I 
can’t remember a better 
World Cup than this one,” 
Murray said.

Much of that is prob-
ably due to what he calls 
“the late game fireworks”: 
the flurry of goals scored in 
extra time or overtime, pe-
riods that have often been 
devoid of action in past 
World Cups. He suspects 
this is because of the hy-
dration breaks, added to 
this tournament to handle 
the extreme summer heat. 
He believes the breaks, es-
pecially in the second half, 
give a boost of energy that 
teams have never had at the 
end of matches before.

“Having fitness is part of 
the game,” he said. “If you 
get five minutes of rest, you 
are a whole new man.”

He predicts the hydra-
tion breaks will become a 
regular part of profession-
al soccer, as do others who 
recognize the potential to 
sell ads for slots in the mid-
dle of games.

“One of the biggest prob-
lems is calling it a hydration 
break. They should just split 
the game into quarters,” 
said Alan Rothenberg, who 
ran the 1994 World Cup and 

was president of U.S. Soc-
cer in the 1990s. “But the 
breaks also help. They let 
teams come together. Tra-
ditionalists will be upset … 
but they’ll get over it.”

Rothenberg said this 
World Cup will lead to an-
other change in global soc-
cer: examining the replay 
system.

Video Assistant Ref-
eree, or VAR, was sup-
posed to help determine 
whether balls had actually 
crossed the line into goals 
and to make it easier to see 
whether a player is offside. 
Rothenberg is dismayed at 
how much VAR is now used 
to look at fouls and to hand 
out yellow or red cards, in-
cluding the controversial 
card shown to American 
Folarin Balogun that drew 
President Donald Trump 
into the fray.

“It’s led to silly replays,” 
Rothenberg said.

Logan, appalled by the 
costs of tickets to this World 
Cup, where prices soared 
into the thousands of dol-
lars, wonders whether this 
tournament will serve as a 
tipping point. He sees it as 
a prime example of a sports 
system that has been pric-
ing out average fans for 
years, and he worries about 
the impacts.

“Those of us in our in-
dustry who have stoked 
these differences, from su-
shi to VIP seating where 
you watch the game on 
television even when you 
are in the stadium, are cre-
ating a VIP culture for an 
entire stadium,” he said.

It especially bothers 
him to see this in soccer, a 
sport he has always seen as 
the most democratic in the 
world, since all you need to 
play is a ball.

“This is just a valida-
tion of who we are now,” he 
said, adding: “I suspect that 
by the time we get to [2030 
World Cup hosts] Spain, 
Portugal and Morocco, 
[FIFA] won’t be able to get 
away with that.”

But ticket prices and 
VAR reforms are small-
er details for future World 
Cups. Gulati keeps think-
ing about the question he 
kept asking himself several 
years ago, when he pushed 
the bid this World Cup: 
What will American soccer 
be like on Monday?

What is the legacy of 
these past six weeks?

Murray figures it will 
be European players, still 
in the prime of their ca-
reers, leaving top Europe-
an leagues for the MLS be-
cause they enjoyed playing 
this World Cup in cities 
such as Atlanta or Houston 
or Seattle.

Gulati imagines a time 
10 or 12 years in the fu-
ture when a young Ameri-
can star player is telling re-
porters that he first fell in 
love with soccer when his 
parents brought him to a 
game at this World Cup and 
he watched Messi or some 
other great.

Gulati is sure the game 
will continue to boom here 
in the coming years.

“But how much?” he 
asked.

What impact will this World Cup have here?
(Continued from B1)

Wide receiver
Another area where Washington has 

plenty of options but too little clarity is re-
ceiver.

Peters spent nearly all the offseason 
adding pass rushers and pass catchers. He 
signed receivers Dyami Brown and Van 
Jefferson to one-year deals. He drafted An-
tonio Williams from Clemson, hoping he 
could be more than just a slot receiver.

Peters is also banking on current play-
ers taking big jumps. He’s looking for Trey-
lon Burks to live up to the lofty expecta-
tions as a former first-round pick. And 
head coach Dan Quinn said he was opti-
mistic about Jaylin Lane coming into his 
own as a second-year player. Maybe even 
Luke McCaffrey can morph into more than 
a kick return threat.

Like the edge rusher spot, there is little 
doubt who the leader in the room is. Ter-
ry McLaurin is the only player on the team 
who had more than 500 receiving yards 
last year.

As for wide receivers two, three and 
four, that will be sorted out over the next 
four weeks.

Secondary
There will certainly be a battle in the 

secondary this August. There has to be af-
ter the Commanders’ passing defense al-
lowed 242 yards a game last year. That 
ranked 28th in the league, something that 
desperately needs to change.

The Commanders didn’t add the depth 
to the secondary that they added to de-

fensive line or wide receiver room. Even 
during the draft, Peters stayed put.

When asked about the team’s inactivity, 
the front office said the right options never 
presented themselves.

But what Washington lacks in depth, 
Peters made up for by signing starters. The 
Commanders added Nick Cross, poten-
tially Washington’s top safety, and Amik 
Robertson, their nickelback in the slot.

Those two will pair with Mike Sainris-
til and Trey Amos manning the outside 
corner spots. Rasul Douglas and Ahkello 
Witherspoon could mix in there, too.

Sainristil and Amos are on rookie con-
tracts. Douglas was just signed after mini-
camp, a veteran on a one-year deal.

But the Commanders clearly assessed 
that their two biggest needs were wide 
receiver and edge rusher. They are hop-
ing the secondary can hang on without as 
much help.

Intriguing position battles
(Continued from B1)

Associated Press

The Commanders hope wide receiver 
Treylon Burks can live up to the lofty 
expectations as a former first-round pick.

Staff photo by Ric Dugan

Brunswick’s Waylon Fouché, right, puts a tag on North East’s Camden Lindecamp at third 
base Monday. Lindecamp was ruled safe on the play.

Rough end for Railroaders
(Continued from B1)

RBI grounder that second baseman An-
thony Seigler bobbled, ending a chance at 
an inning-ending double play.

Boston rallied in the bottom half, tying 
it at 5-all on Ceddanne Rafaela’s two-out 
RBI single.

Encarnacion-Strand homered over the 
Monster in the fifth, and Jeremiah Jackson 
and Encarnacion-Strand had RBI singles 
to make it 4-3 in the sixth.

Baltimore starter Shane Baz allowed 
four runs, two earned, with six strikeouts 
in six innings. Boston’s Payton Tolle gave 
up four runs and struck out nine in 5 2-3 
innings.

Up next
RHP Kyle Bradish (6-8, 3.61 ERA) starts 

for the Orioles on Tuesday night, while 
the Red Sox will either bring LHP Ranger 
Suárez (4-3, 3.15) off the injured list or go 
with a bullpen game.

Orioles’ Rutschman on 10-day IL
The Orioles placed All-Star catcher Ad-

ley Rutschman on the 10-day injured list 
with left wrist inflammation on Monday 
before the game.

It’s the third time on the IL this season 
for the 28-year-old Rutschman. He missed 
time in April with left ankle inflammation 
and was out in mid-June with a concus-
sion.

Battle of streaks goes to BoSox
(Continued from B1)


