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To honor a longstanding 
tradition at Brunswick Ele-
mentary, stained-glass win-
dows depicting bubbles were 
added to the school’s media 
center entrance.

Bubbles are important to 
the elementary school be-
cause staff members blow 
bubbles and use bubble ma-
chines to celebrate the end of 
school in the summer.

Cory Swire, a stained-glass 
hobbyist for 20 years, was 
commissioned to create the 
piece, which is two 7-foot-by-
4-foot stained-glass panels 
called the “BES Bubbles.”

Brunswick Elementary was 
rebuilt and fully constructed 
in 2023 on the same site of the 
old building. Students moved 
back into the school building 
that same year, and the former 
school building was later de-
molished.

Cheryl Tregoning is the 
administrative secretary for 
Brunswick Elementary School. 
This school year marks her 
28th in service to the school.

She co-chaired the Fare-
well to BES Committee along-
side Wendy Freeman, who was 
an art teacher at Brunswick El-
ementary.

Tregoning told The Freder-
ick News-Post on Tuesday that 
“every year, for as long as I can 
remember,” staff members at 
Brunswick Elementary would 
go blow bubbles in school to 
celebrate the end of the school 
year.

The bubbles were for the 
students who were leaving for 
summer break and for any 
teachers or other staff mem-
bers who were retiring or 
changing schools, she said.

Tregoning said she and 
other staff members at Bruns-
wick Elementary wanted to 
do something special for the 
school building after under-
standing that it was slated for 
demolition.

She said some of the old 
bricks were saved and cleaned 
up for plaques, and the Fare-
well to BES Committee sold 
those to the community.

Tregoning said ornaments 
with a photo of the original 
1952 building were created 
and sold to the community.

She added that the staff 
members wanted to create 

something in the new build-
ing, as well.

“When we got to tour the 
new building for the first time, 
we saw all the windows in the 
media center,” she said. “I just 
thought it would be nice to 
have something in those win-
dows, so we came up with the 
idea of a stained-glass project.”

With the money raised 
from selling the bricks and or-
naments to community mem-
bers, Tregoning said, the com-
mittee commissioned Swire.

Kathy Swire, Cory’s wife, is 
a former teacher, administra-
tor, and science and math spe-
cialist who worked for FCPS 
for about 40 years.

Tregoning said Kathy came 
to the new Brunswick Elemen-
tary School building “and was 
admiring one of our stained-
glass pieces that one of our 
substitute teachers made 
many years ago.”

“She said her husband tin-
kers around with it and does 
stained glass on the side,” Tre-
goning said. “I said, ‘That’s 
perfect.’”

Designing the artwork
While meeting with Cory, 

Tregoning said, she and Free-
man emphasized that they 
wanted something that would 
“pop.”

“He ran with that, and he 
took it on himself and came 
up with the design and creat-
ed the beautiful piece that we 
have,” she said. “From the be-
ginning, it came up with the 
circles and everything in there. 
... Then we went back to hav-
ing [the bubbles] be the main 
focus point of the stained-
glass piece.”

Cory said in an interview 
on Tuesday that he had nev-
er taken on a job as big as the 
windows, “but I figured, what 
the heck.”

“They had a limited budget, 
and I could work within their 
budget,” he said.

Cory said he previously had 
a career in configuration man-
agement but is now a hobby-
ist and full-time grandfather, 
taking care of his two youngest 
grandchildren.

He said the design began as 
large blocks of primary colors.

“There weren’t enough col-
ors to allow the pattern to be 
spread around enough to al-
low different colors to inter-
act,” he said.

Cory said one of his grand-
children, a kindergarten stu-
dent at Brunswick Elementa-
ry, sees the artwork every day.

“He very much likes to see 
the different colors in the win-
dow,” Cory said. “It makes him 
feel happy to see it, but he has 
a personal attachment to it.”

He added that he was flat-
tered to have been commis-
sioned for the project.

“I just hope they enjoy see-
ing all the different colors,” 
Cory said.

Kimberly Mazaleski, the 

principal of Brunswick Ele-
mentary, said the artwork will 
help students remember the 
school’s tradition with bub-
bles in the summertime.

Tregoning said the students 
were “in awe” when Kevin 
Leatherman, a project manag-
er for FCPS, and his team were 
installing the piece.

“They would stop and look 
at it and talk about it, and they 
wanted to know if that’s all or 
if there was more coming,” she 
said. “It’s really pretty.”

Stained-glass bubbles solidify 
Brunswick Elementary tradition

Staff photos by Ric Dugan

Cheryl Tregoning, administrative secretary at Brunswick Elementary School, walks past the new stained glass windows at the 
school’s media center. Cory Swire was commissioned by Brunswick Elementary to create a piece of stained-glass artwork for the 
school’s media center. The bubbles are symbolic because the staff members blow bubbles every year when students head out for 
summer break.

One of the 7-by-4-foot stained-glass panels that was designed by 
Cory Swire is seen on Tuesday at Brunswick Elementary School.
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The Maryland Department of the Environ-
ment will hold a meeting in Adamstown on 
Monday to gather public comment on a draft 
permit, which includes the installation of 99 
emergency generators at a site on the Quantum 
Frederick campus.

The meeting on the draft permit will be held 
at Carroll Manor Elementary School, at 5624 
Adamstown Road, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

In the event of inclement weather, the meet-
ing will be postponed to Dec. 11.

Amazon Data Services submitted a con-
struction permit application to the depart-
ment’s Air and Radiation Administration in 
October 2024 for its data center facility at 3250 
Digital Drive.

The department’s draft permit can be viewed 
at tinyurl.com/draftpermitpdf.

It includes the installation of the following 
air pollution-emitting equipment, according to 
the department:

• 92 emergency generators, “each equipped 
with a diesel fired engine, rated at 2,750-kilo-
watts, and each controlled by a selective cat-
alytic reduction (SCR) system and a catalyzed 
diesel particulate filter”

• Six emergency generators, “each equipped 
with a diesel fired engine, rated at 750-kilo-
watts”

• One emergency generator, “equipped with 
a diesel fired engine, rated at 250-kilowatts”

Emergency diesel-fueled generators often 
serve as a backup power source for data centers 
during outages.

The draft permit lists specific operating con-
ditions for the generators.

It states the company may operate the gen-
erators for a maximum of 100 hours per calen-
dar year for “maintenance checks and readi-
ness testing.” It can exceed this limit if required 
by local, state or federal standards.

The company may also seek approval from 
the department for additional hours for checks 
and testing.

The draft permit states the company can op-
erate the generators for up to 50 hours per cal-
endar year in non-emergency situations, which 
are counted as part of the hours for mainte-
nance and testing.

The draft permit says there is no limit on the 
use of the generators in “emergency situations.”

The company would be required to keep re-
cords of fuel consumption and pollutant emis-
sions to report to the department.

Written comments about the draft permit 
can be submitted through Dec. 19 to Shannon 
Heafey, a public participation coordinator at 
MDE, via email at shannon.heafey@maryland.
gov.

MDE to hold 
Quantum 
Frederick 
meeting
Permit for generators at campus 
will be focus of public session

By MICHAEL KUNZELMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A man accused of shoot-
ing two National Guard troops near the White 
House pleaded not guilty Tuesday to murder 
and assault charges during his first hearing be-
fore a judge, appearing remotely by video from 
a hospital bed.

Rahmanullah Lakanwal, a 29-year-old Af-
ghan national who was also shot during last 
Wednesday’s confrontation, said through an 
interpreter that he was in pain and couldn’t 
open his eyes. A court-appointed defense at-
torney entered Lakanwal’s plea on his behalf 
during a brief hearing in Washington, D.C.

Lakanwal is charged with first-degree mur-
der, assault with intent to kill and illegal posses-
sion of a firearm in the shooting that killed Spe-
cialist Sarah Beckstrom, 20, and wounded Staff 
Sgt. Andrew Wolfe, 24.

Another National Guard member heard 
gunshots and saw Beckstrom and Wolfe fall 
to the ground as Lakanwal fired a gun and 
screamed, “Allahu Akbar!” according to a police 
report filed in court Tuesday. Lakanwal chased 
after and shot at another Guard member before 
troops detained him as he tried to reload his 
gun, the report says.

D.C. Superior Court Judge Renee Raymond 
ordered Lakanwal held without bond. His case 
is due back in court Jan. 14.

Beckstrom and Wolfe were deployed with 
the West Virginia National Guard for President 
Donald Trump’s law-enforcement surge in the 
nation’s capital, which has flooded the city with 
federal agents and troops since August.

Authorities were investigating a possi-
ble motive for what they described as an am-
bush-style attack.

A prosecutor, Ariel Dean, described the 
shooting as a “shocking crime” and said it ap-
pears that Lakanwal “traversed the city to some 
extent” before approaching the troops and 
shooting them.

A man suffered life-threat-
ening injuries after a crash on 
Tuesday morning near Thur-
mont in which he was trapped 
in his vehicle.

At approximately 9 a.m., a 
pickup truck with a trailer and 
another pickup truck were in-
volved in a crash on Md. 77 be-
tween Stottlemyer and Catoc-

tin Hollow roads, according to 
the Frederick County Division 
of Fire and Rescue Services.

It took first responders 
about 15 minutes to remove 
the driver who was trapped, 
according to division spokes-
person Sarah Campbell.

The other driver, a man, 
was evaluated and declined 

to be taken to the hosptial, ac-
cording to the division.

Md. 77 was closed for sev-
eral hours after the crash.

Another crash involving 
two vehicles took place at ap-
proximately 11 a.m. on Buck-
eystown Pike.

A man driving one vehicle 
was taken to the hospital with 

injuries not considered to be 
life-threatening, according to 
Campbell. A man driving the 
other vehicle declined to go to 
the hospital.

Both crashes came on a 
cold, rainy Tuesday morning 
during a winter weather advi-
sory.

—Marwa Barakat

Man suffers life-threatening injuries after vehicle crash near Thurmont

Man charged in 
National Guard 
shooting pleads 
not guilty


