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By HARRISON SMITH
The Washington Post

Paul R. Ignatius, a man-
agement consultant who 
served as secretary of the 
Navy at the height of the 
Vietnam War and spent two 
turbulent years as president 
of The Washington Post, 
died Nov. 6 at his home in 
Washington. He was 104.

His son David Ignatius, a 
Post journalist and novelist, 
confirmed the death but did 
not cite a specific cause.

The son of Armenian im-
migrants, Mr. Ignatius grew 
up in Southern California, 
served in the Navy during 
World War II and consid-
ered becoming a Hollywood 
scriptwriter or filmmaker. 
Instead he veered into busi-
ness, getting an MBA from 
Harvard and helping launch 
a management-consult-
ing firm called Harbridge 
House.

In 1961, he joined a wave 
of “whiz kids” entering the 
Pentagon to work under 
Robert S. McNamara, the 
defense secretary and for-
mer Ford Motor president.

Noting similarities be-
tween the two men, the New 
York Times later observed 
that “both demonstrate a 
certain coolness under fire, 
a grasp of small details in 
large, complicated problem 
areas, and an ability to orga-
nize and manage a staff ef-
fectively.”

Mr. Ignatius set to work 
streamlining supply chains, 
rising from Army procure-
ment chief to assistant sec-
retary of defense in charge 
of installations and logistics. 
By 1967 he supervised the 
movements of more than 
$115 billion worth of goods 
each year — “everything 
from mayonnaise to mis-
siles,” he recalled — with a 
hand in the construction of 
six ports, six naval bases and 
1,600 miles of paved roads 
in Vietnam.

That August, he was 
nominated for Navy secre-
tary after McNamara’s first 
choice for the position — 
John McNaughton, an assis-
tant secretary of defense — 
was killed in a plane crash.

In one of his first 
high-profile actions as the 
Navy’s top civilian, Mr. Ig-
natius declined to formal-
ly reexamine the case of Lt. 
Cmdr. Marcus A. Arnheit-
er, who had been relieved of 
his command of a destroyer 
escort in Vietnam the previ-
ous year.

Arnheiter was found — 
correctly, in Mr. Ignatius’s 
opinion — to have violated 
Navy protocol and regula-
tions, including by submit-
ting false position reports 
and mishandling the ship’s 
engines. Some crew mem-
bers compared him to the 
tyrannical Captain Queeg of 
Herman Wouk’s novel “The 
Caine Mutiny,” while Arn-
heiter himself claimed that 
he was the victim of a mu-
tiny by his crew. Assigned 
to shore duty, he quietly re-
signed several years later.

Mr. Ignatius also led the 
Department of the Navy 
during the USS Pueblo inci-
dent in 1968, when a light-
ly armed Navy intelligence 
vessel disguised as a re-
search ship was captured 
off the coast of North Korea. 
One crew member was killed 
during the ship’s seizure, 
and the rest of the 83-per-
son crew was tortured and 
held in a North Korean pris-
on until the United States ne-
gotiated for their release 11 
months later.

A Navy inquiry conclud-
ed under Mr. Ignatius’s suc-
cessor, John H. Chafee, rec-

ommended charges against 
the Pueblo’s commanding 
officers for not doing more 
to protect the ship. Chafee, 
who later served as a sena-
tor from Rhode Island, said 
that the ship’s officers had 
“suffered enough” and dis-
missed the case.

Mr. Ignatius left the Pen-
tagon in January 1969 fol-
lowing the election of Pres-
ident Richard M. Nixon. On 
the recommendation of Mc-
Namara, a friend of Post 
publisher Katharine Gra-
ham, he was named presi-
dent of the newspaper and 
executive vice president of 
The Washington Post Co., 

which also owned News-
week magazine and TV and 
radio stations.

Mr. Ignatius persuad-
ed Graham to cancel plans 
for a new, I.M. Pei-designed 
headquarters for The Post 
in Washington. Rather than 
construct a new building, he 
argued, the company could 
expand its old offices on 
15th Street NW for almost 
half the cost.

Drawing on his Penta-
gon experience supplying 
troops in Vietnam, he also 
pressed for a helicopter-ac-
cessible roof on the new-
ly expanded Post building. 
That suggestion proved for-

tuitous for management in 
1975, when a pressmen’s 
strike made helicopter one 
of the easiest ways to safely 
access the building and its 
printing presses.

Yet a barrage of manage-
ment, labor and production 
problems proved difficult to 
handle.

In his 2006 memoir, “On 
Board,” Mr. Ignatius re-
called that he unsuccess-
fully urged Graham to delay 
publication of the Penta-
gon Papers, the Defense De-
partment’s top-secret his-
tory of U.S. involvement in 
the Vietnam War. The docu-
ments, which the Nixon ad-
ministration tried to prevent 
the New York Times and 
The Post from printing in 
June 1971, led to a Supreme 
Court victory for the news-
papers, a landmark ruling 
for First Amendment rights.

Mr. Ignatius, along with 
Post Co. board chairman 
Frederick S. “Fritz” Beebe, 
advised Graham that pub-
lishing the documents in 
defiance of a court order 
might jeopardize The Post’s 
initial public stock offering 
that same month. Mr. Igna-
tius later lauded Graham for 
her “courageous decision to 
publish.”

“Paul was a thoroughly 
nice, well-intentioned man, 
but he came from a very dif-
ferent culture and never re-
ally learned the communi-
cations business,” Graham 
wrote in her memoir, “Per-

sonal History.” She bought 
out his contract in 1971.

Mr. Ignatius later served 
for 15 years as head of the 
Air Transport Association, 
a trade organization of air-
line companies now known 
as Airlines for America, and 
testified before Congress on 
deregulation and other avi-
ation-industry issues.

Paul Robert Ignatius was 
born on Nov. 11, 1920, in 
Glendale, California, where 
his family socialized with 
writer William Saroyan and 
director Rouben Mamou-
lian. His parents had emi-
grated from the former Ot-
toman Empire following the 
massacre of as many as 1.5 
million Armenians.

His father ran a rug busi-
ness and, as Mr. Ignatius 
told it, paid for his son’s full 
tuition at the University of 
Southern California after of-
fering a free Oriental rug to 
the school’s president.

Mr. Ignatius graduated 
in 1942 and became a Navy 
ordnance officer, partici-
pating in the Battle of Leyte 
Gulf in the Philippines and 
surviving two kamikaze at-
tacks on his ship. In 1947, 
he graduated from Harvard 
and married Nancy Weis-
er, who became an envi-
ronmental activist and sang 
with the Grammy-winning 
Washington Chorus. She 
died in 2019.

In addition to his son Da-
vid, survivors include three 
other children: Sarah Igna-
tius, a lawyer, novelist and 
former executive direc-
tor of the National Associ-
ation for Armenian Studies 
and Research; Amy Igna-
tius, a former New Hamp-
shire state court judge; and 
Adi Ignatius, editor at-large 
of the Harvard Business Re-
view. He is also survived by 
nine grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren.

Mr. Ignatius was a mem-
ber of the Federal City 
Council and Washing-
ton Institute of Foreign Af-
fairs, among other organi-
zations, and maintained a 
well-publicized love of ten-
nis throughout his life. In 
1967, Washingtonian mag-
azine named him the sec-
ond-best tennis player in 
the federal government, be-
hind only national security 
adviser Walt W. Rostow.

Although he received 
decorations including the 
Defense Department’s Dis-
tinguished Public Service 
Award, Mr. Ignatius said his 
highest honor came in 2013, 
when the Navy announced 
that a destroyer would be 
named after him.

“It will sail virtually every 
ocean of the world,” Navy 
Secretary Ray Mabus said 
at the time. “It will be a re-
minder of the experience, 
and the wisdom, of Paul Ig-
natius.”

By PEG MCNICHOL
The Oakland Press, Sterling Heights, Mich.

Greg Ouellette, an Auburn Hills resident who won a 
City Council seat Tuesday, has died.

“Our thoughts and prayers are with the Ouellette fam-
ily, and we have no doubt how proud they must be that 
Greg achieved his dream of being elected to city council,” 
said Mayor Brian Marzolf.

Ouellette was a well-known figure in Auburn Hills. He 
was the city’s planning commission chairman for nearly 
17 years and on the commission for 28.

“Greg was a well-respected and instrumental lead-
er of the Planning Commission where he helped guide 
some of the most complex developments in the commu-
nity,” said City Manager Tom Tanghe.

He received 1,278 votes Tuesday while competing 
with five other candidates for one of four open seats. 
It was his second attempt at a council seat. In 2023, he 
competed with eight candidates but lost that race. He 
previously ran for council as a write-in candidate.

Steve Cohen, the city’s director of community devel-
opment, said he talked to Ouellette on Friday.

“(He) told me that he had a really good feeling that he 
was going to win this time,” Cohen said.

Ouellette grew up on Grosse Ile and became a li-
censed Realtor in 1986. He graduated from Oakland Uni-
versity with a bachelor’s degree in public administration 
and accounting and was honored by the Michigan As-
sociation of Planners in 2018 for 20 years of service. He 
joined MAP in 1998.

He served on the city’s board of review and on the 
board for the city’s library expansion.

Ouellette belonged to the congregation at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in Auburn Hills and Masonic 
Lodge 21, according to his campaign literature.

Funeral arrangements are incomplete.
On Monday, Nov. 17, when new council members are 

sworn in, the board will pay tribute to Ouellette and rec-
ognize his contributions to the city.

Deanna Doctolero, of Frederick, died Tuesday, 
Nov. 4. Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Frederick.
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Ethel Mae Pearrell
Ethel Mae Pearrell, 91, 

of Brunswick, passed from 
this life on Wednesday, Nov. 
5, 2025. She was the wife of 
the late James “Jerry” R. Pe-
arrell, Jr. Born on Sept. 19, 
1934, in Lovettsville, Va., she 
was the daughter of the late 
Wilmer G. Demory and Hel-
en Etta (Baker) Demory.

Mae was well known for 
her cooking, especially for 
her red velvet cakes. She was 
active in New Hope UMC 
in Brunswick. She enjoyed 
gardening and canning, and 
loved traveling with her sis-
ters and their husbands. As 
one of thirteen siblings, Mae 
was instrumental in raising 
her brother, Ronald, and 
considered his children, 
Chris and Wes, her grand-
children.

She is survived by her 
siblings: Barbara Wilt 
(Leonard), Shirley Phil-
lips, Les Demory, Louise 
Dinterman, Susan Demo-
ry. Ronald Demory (Dottie); 
half siblings, Kenneth De-
mory (Faith), Joanna Har-
ris (Gary), Donald Demory 
and Edith Hilton, as well as 
sister-in-law, Lisa Demory 
and a number of nieces and 
nephews.

In addition to her hus-
band and parents, she was 
preceded in death by her 
sons: Larry Pearrell, Mark 
Pearrell, an infant son, Da-
vid Pearrell; siblings: Wilm-
er G. Demory Jr., and James 
Richard Demory; brothers-

in-law, Melvin Phillips, John 
Hilton and Wayne Dinter-
man and a sister-in-law, 
Mary Demory.

The family would like 
to extend a special thanks 
to Mae’s caregivers, Betty 
Reynolds and Beth Cannon, 
for the special care they 
gave to her.

The family will receive 
friends on Monday, Nov. 10, 
from 10-11 a.m. at Stauffer 
Funeral Home, 1100 N. Ma-
ple Ave., Brunswick. A fu-
neral service will immedi-
ately follow at 11 a.m. in the 
chapel of the funeral home. 
Interment will be at Park 
Heights Cemetery.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be shared with the fam-
ily at www.staufferfuneral-
home.com.

Susanne Bohrer
Susanne passed on Nov. 

4, 2025, after a lengthy ill-
ness. Born on Oct. 11, 1951, 
she was raised on a small 
farm in Carroll County, 
where she developed a love 
of the outdoors and horses. 
She attended the Universi-
ty of Maryland, graduating 
with a degree in animal sci-
ence. After graduating, she 
worked for the Maryland 
Department of Agriculture. 
She later worked for several 
years in real estate, then re-
turned to school and gradu-
ated with a nursing degree. 
She was employed at West-
ern Maryland Hospital until 
her retirement.

She was married for 53 
years and is survived by 
her husband, Shannon. To-
gether, they built Winter-
bilt, a small farm in Freder-
ick County. 

Sue had an insatia-
ble desire to learn, includ-
ing woodworking, garden-
ing, flowers and vegetables, 
cooking, and stained glass. 
She made her own apple 
butter, V-8 juice, hummus, 
wine, venison jerky, and 
venison bologna, to name 
a few. She loved Broadway 
plays and music. She was 
an avid reader of a variety 
of topics, including histor-
ical events involving less-
er-known people and inci-
dents.

Sue’s first love was hors-
es. Her first horse, Dawn, is 
buried on the farm, as well 
is Julie (Dawn’s daughter) 
and Shady (Dawn’s grand-
daughter). She owned, rode 
good horses, and loved her 

dogs. She often considered 
herself fortunate to have 
had so many good animals, 
including some exceptional 
barn cats.

She is survived by her 
husband Shannon, her 
brother John Smith, two sis-
ters, Cheryle Heyman and 
JoAnn Bostian, her husband 
Rodney, and three sister in-
laws, Lynn Wayland, Virgin-
ia Bohrer, and Hillary Szan-
to, and her husband Keith. 
She is also survived by nu-
merous nieces and neph-
ews, including her god-
daughter, Morgan Barr.

It seems impossible to 
describe Sue’s impact upon 
her family, friends, and 
neighbors. She was out-
going and genuinely con-
cerned with everyone she 
met. She was authentic; if 
you knew her, you under-
stood her sincerity. She will 
be missed.

As per her wishes, there 
will be a small family gath-
ering for her service. After a 
morning period, at her re-
quest, there will be a gath-
ering to celebrate her life 
with family, neighbors, and 
friends. Your life. Your community. Your paper.

Mich. man elected 
to City Council dies 
on Election Day

Paul Ignatius, Navy secretary at height of Vietnam War

Harry Naltchayan/The Washington Post, file

Paul Ignatius, who at the time had recently been nominated for the job of secretary of the Navy, poses for a photo with his 
wife, Nancy, and their children, from left, David, Sarah, Amy and Alan on Aug. 10, 1967. 

Dickerman/AP, file

Marine Cpl. Paul Mayor, of West Monroe, La., sleeps in a 
trench at the Marine base at Khe Sanh as his dog, Lady, 
stands guard March 19, 1968. Mayor, who had found Lady in 
the Khe Sanh area a few months prior, uses a rope leash to 
keep her from running off as he sleeps.


