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Richard Leon Hahn Jr.
Richard Leon Hahn Jr., 

74, of Brunswick, Maryland, 
passed peacefully on Sept. 
22, 2025 at Shady Grove Ad-
ventist Health Care with his 
sister by his side. He was the 
husband of the late Patricia 
Hahn.

Born May 16, 1951 at 
Frederick Memorial Hos-
pital to the late Bettie Ann 
Haws Hahn and the late 
Richard Leon Hahn Sr.

He had been employed 
as a mechanic and a sweep-
er truck operator for Hop-
wood Enterprises Inc.

He is survived by son 
Richard Lee Hahn Sr. and 
his wife Susan and daugh-
ter Mary Ann Simmons. 
Grandchildren Kristy Kay 
(Rick), Richard (RJ) Jr. 
(Rick), Sara Kain (Rick), 
Brittany (Mary Ann), and 
Andrew (Mary Ann). Also 
ninw great-grandkids and 
one great-great-grandson.

Leon is survived by one 
sister Jo Ann Hoffman. He 
is preceded in death by sib-
lings Dennis Haws, Barba-

ra Kolb, Dinah Duncan and 
David Hahn. Also numer-
ous nieces and nephews. 
Leon is also survived by a 
very special friend Steve 
Forrest.

His family would like to 
extend their thanks to the 
2nd floor nurses and doc-
tors at Shady Grove Hospi-
tal. A special thank you to 
his niece Jennifer Kolb for 
all her help and support.

There will be a Celebra-
tion of Life at a later time.

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
SAN FRANCISCO — 

Alice Wong, a disability 
rights activist and author 
whose independence and 
writing inspired others, 
has died. She was 51.

Wong died of an infec-
tion Friday at a hospital in 
San Francisco, said Sandy 
Ho, a close friend who has 
been in touch with Wong’s 
family.

Ho called her friend a 
“luminary of the disabili-
ty justice movement” who 
wanted a world in which 
people with disabilities, 
especially ones of mar-
ginalized demographics 
who were people of color, 
LGBTQ and immigrants, 
could live freely and have 
full autonomy over their 
lives and decisions.

The daughter of Hong 
Kong immigrants, Wong 
was born with muscular 
dystrophy. She used a pow-
ered wheelchair and an as-
sistive breathing device.

Ho shared a statement 
on social media that Wong 
wrote before her death in 
which she said she nev-
er imagined her trajectory 
would turn out as it did, to 
writing, activism and more.

“It was thanks to friend-
ships and some great 
teachers who believed in 
me that I was able to fight 
my way out of misera-
ble situations into a place 

where I finally felt com-
fortable in my skin. We 
need more stories about 
us and our culture,” Wong 
wrote.

She advocated for “get-
ting people out of insti-
tutions and remaining in 
the community,” Ho said 
and her works — including 
books she wrote and edit-
ed and the Disability Visi-

bility Project blog, which 
she started — shared her 
writing and voices and the 
perspectives of others.

Ho said Wong was a fun-
ny person and a hilarious 
writer, not an easy skill. Her 
memoir “Year of the Tiger: 
An Activist’s Life” is filled 
with humorous snippets 
but also humanizes disabil-
ity, she added.

The legacy of Wong’s 
work is that people with 
disabilities “speak for 
themselves and that no-
body speaks for us,” Ho 
said.

Wong was among the 
2024 class of fellows of the 
John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation, 
recipients of the “genius 
grant.”

Notice to our readers
Obituaries are paid announcements.
The Frederick News-Post is not responsible for content.
All obituaries must be verified by the funeral home or the legal 

instititution of record prior to placement.
All obituaries should be submitted to us through Memoriams.

com. The deadline for submitting and changes is 3 p.m. If you 
are submitting from a funeral home, please go to memoriams.
com. If you are a private party individual, please use this link: 
https://    legacy.memoriams.com/network/FrederickNews-
Post/Obituaries. You can also find this link on our website under 
obituaries.

A simple death notice can be published at no charge. 
Information included will be name, where the decedent resided, 
date of death, and funeral home of record. For a simple death 
notice, please email obituaries@newspost.com

For questions, please contact the obituaries desk Monday-
Friday 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 301-662-1162.

The Frederick News-Post reserves the right to make any 
grammatical changes as necessary.

Disability rights activist and 
author Alice Wong dies at 51

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
NASHVILLE, Tenn. 

— Todd Snider, a singer 
whose thoughtfully free-
wheeling tunes and cos-
mic-stoner songwriting 
made him a beloved fig-
ure in American roots 
music, has died. He was 
59.

His record label said 
Saturday in a statement 
posted to his social me-
dia accounts that Snider 
died Friday.

“Where do we find the 
words for the one who al-
ways had the right words, 
who knew how to distill 
everything down to its 
essence with words and 
song while delivering the 
most devastating, hilari-
ous, and impactful turn of 
phrases?” the statement 
read. “Always creating 
rhyme and meter that im-
mediately felt like an old 
friend or a favorite blan-
ket. Someone who could 
almost always find the 
humor in this crazy ride 
on Planet Earth.”

Snider’s family and 
friends had said in a Fri-
day statement that he 
had been diagnosed with 

pneumonia at a hospital 
in Hendersonville, Ten-
nessee, and that his sit-
uation had since grown 
more complicated and 
he was transferred else-
where. The diagnosis 
came on the heels of the 
cancellation of a tour af-
ter Snider had been the 
victim of a violent assault 
in the Salt Lake City area, 
according to a Nov. 3 
statement from his man-
agement team.

But Salt Lake City po-
lice later arrested Snider 
himself when he at first 
refused to leave a hospi-
tal and later returned and 
threatened staffers, the 
Salt Lake Tribune report-
ed.

The scrapped tour was 
in support of his most re-
cent album, “High, Lone-
some and Then Some,” 
which released in Octo-
ber. Snider combined el-
ements of folk, rock and 
country in a three-decade 
career. 

In reviews of his recent 
albums, The Associated 
Press called him a “sing-
er-songwriter with the 
persona of a fried folkie” 
and a “stoner troubadour 

and cosmic comic.”
He modeled himself 

on — and at times met 
and was mentored by — 
artists like Kris Kristoffer-
son, Guy Clark and John 
Prine. His songs were re-
corded by artists includ-
ing Jerry Jeff Walker, Bil-
ly Joe Shaver and Tom 
Jones. And he co-wrote 
a song with Loretta Lynn 
that appeared on her 
2016 album, “Full Circle.”

“He relayed so much 
tenderness and sensitivi-
ty through his songs, and 
showed many of us how to 
look at the world through 
a different lens,” the Sat-
urday statement from his 
label read. “He got up ev-
ery morning and started 
writing, always working 
towards finding his place 
among the songwriting 
giants that sat on his re-
cord shelves, those same 
giants who let him into 
their lives and took him 
under their wings, who he 
studied relentlessly.”

Snider would do his 
best-known and most 
acclaimed work for 
Prine’s independent la-
bel Oh Boy in the early 
2000s. It included the al-

bums “New Connection,” 
“Near Truths and Hotel 
Rooms” and “East Nash-
ville Skyline,” a 2004 col-
lection that’s considered 
by many to be his best.

Those albums yield-
ed his best known songs, 
“I Can’t Complain,” “Beer 
Run” and “Alright Guy.”

Snider was born and 
raised in Oregon be-
fore settling and making 
his musical chops in San 
Marcos, Texas. 

He eventually made 
his way to Nashville, and 
was dubbed by some the 
unofficial “mayor of East 
Nashville,” assuming the 
title from a friend me-
morialized thusly in his 
“Train Song.” In 2021, 
Snider said a tornado 
that ripped through the 
neighborhood home to a 
vibrant arts scene severe-
ly damaged his house.

Snider had an early 
fan in Jimmy Buffett, who 
signed the young artist to 
his record label, Margari-
taville, which released his 
first two albums, 1994’s 
“Songs for the Daily Plan-
et” and 1996’s “Step Right 
Up.”

Americana troubadour Todd Snider, 
alt-country singer-songwriter, dies at 59
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In this photo provided by Missing Piece Group, Todd Snider poses for a portrait in Hendersonville, Tenn., in September.

Associated Press file photo

This March 2024 photo provided by Sandy Ho shows Yomi Young, left, speaking with 
Alice Wong at Wong’s 50th birthday party in San Francisco.

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
ANKARA, Turkey — 

Turkey held a solemn fu-
neral ceremony on Friday 
for 20 military personnel 
who were killed in a plane 
crash in Georgia.

The C-130 military car-
go was flying from Gan-
ja, Azerbaijan, to Turkey 
when it crashed in Geor-
gia’s Sighnaghi municipal-
ity, close to the Azerbaija-
ni border, on Tuesday. The 
cause of the crash is under 
investigation.

The victims included 
crew members and mili-
tary personnel responsi-
ble for the maintenance 
and repair of Turkish F-16 
jets that had flown to Azer-
baijan to participate in 
that country’s Victory Day 
celebrations. The event 
marked Azerbaijan’s 2020 
military success over Ar-
menia for control of the 
Karabakh region, known 
internationally as Na-
gorno-Karabakh, a conflict 
that had lasted nearly four 
decades.

Families, officials and 
fellow soldiers paid their 
respects in front of the 20 
coffins, draped in the na-
tional flag, at an airbase 
in Ankara. The deceased 
were later taken to their 
hometowns for burials.

The military has tem-
porarily grounded its 18 
remaining C-130 military 
cargo planes as a precau-
tion pending technical in-
spections.

C-130 planes are wide-
ly used by Turkey’s armed 
forces for transporting per-
sonnel and handling logis-
tical operations.

Turkey immediate-
ly dispatched an accident 
investigation team to de-
termine the cause of the 
crash. The plane’s flight 
data recorder and cockpit 
voice data recorder were 
under examination in An-
kara, the National Defense 
Ministry said.

The ministry said there 
was no ammunition on 
board the aircraft when it 
crashed.

Turkey holds funeral 
for 20 military 
personnel killed in 
Georgia plane crash

Associated Press

Turkish soldiers carry the coffin of Umit Ince during the 
funeral of Turkish military personnel, Ince, Cem Dolapci and 
Cuneyt Kandemir, who died in a plane crash in Georgia, at the 
Ahmet Hamdi Akseki mosque, in Ankara, Nov. 14.


