
The Frederick News-Post - 02/03/2026 Page : A08

February 3, 2026 7:51 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

A8  |  WORLD & OBITUARIES THE FREDERICK NEWS-POST   |   TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2026

DEATH NOTICES
Sarah Elizabeth Jones, 

of Jefferson, died Thursday, 
Jan. 29. Arrangements are 
by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Brunswick. 

Charles Franklin Rent-
zel, of Brunswick, died Sun-
day, Jan. 28. Arrangements 
are by Resthaven Funeral 
Home, Frederick.

Donald Spencer Rich, of 
Brunswick, died Thursday, 
Jan. 29. Arrangements are 

by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Brunswick. 

Eva June (Harley) 
Smith, of Frederick, died 
Monday, Feb. 2. Arrange-
ments are by Keeney and 
Basford Funeral Homes, 
Frederick.

Connie Marie Stevens, 
of Frederick, died Saturday, 
Jan. 31. Arrangements are 
by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Frederick.

Clara Crone
Clara Elizabeth Delaut-

er Crone, 98, of Frederick, 
passed away on Sunday, 
Feb. 1, 2026, at her home.

Born on Oct. 7, 1937, 
in Frederick, she was the 
daughter of the late Roy 
Leslie Delauter and Glad-
ys Regina Phelps Delauter. 
She was the wife of the late 
Glenn Elwood Crone, her 
husband of 64 years, who 
passed Aug. 24, 2013.

Mrs. Crone was a life 
member of the Bush Creek 
Church of the Brethren in 
Monrovia. In her later years 
she attended the Downs-
ville Church of the Brethren 
in Hagerstown.

Mrs. Crone enjoyed all 
outdoor activities; walking, 
hiking, and traveling. She 
also enjoyed playing bridge, 
having lunch, and shopping 
with friends. She was a long-
time volunteer at Frederick 
Health Center, the Ameri-
can Red Cross, and Citizens 
Nursing Home.

Mrs. Crone is survived by 
daughter Glynda K. Fisher 
of Hagerstown, with whom 
she resided; son Mark El-
wood Crone and wife Janie 
Christine of Frederick; 
grandchildren Cara Fish-
er Kidwiler and husband 
John W. of Keedysville and 
Andrew Mills Crone of Res-
ton, Va.; great grandchil-
dren Casi L. Axline-Kidwil-
er, Keegan Nevin Kidwiler 
and wife Sarah, Evan Glenn 
Crone, and Kaden George 
Kidwiler; great great grand-
son Myles Edward Rhodes; 
great great granddaugh-
ter Wyonna Ann Kidwiler; 
sister Delores J. Murphy of 
Frederick; brother Richard 
E. Delauter and wife Judith 
Dawn of Frederick; brother-
in-law Lee E. Smith of Jef-
ferson; sister-in-law Ruby 
L. Delauter of Conway, SC; 

and many very special niec-
es and nephews.

She was preceded in 
death by son Jeffrey Alan 
Crone; sisters Gladys Marie 
Smith, Shirley Regina Fore-
man, Annabelle M. Hay, and 
Nancy L. Baker; brother Roy 
Leslie Delauter Jr.; brothers-
in-laws Woodrow W. Hay, 
John C. Foreman, Harry W. 
Baker, and Frank T. Mur-
phy, Jr.; sister-in-law Arline 
H Bowland; nieces Beverly 
Foreman Beall and Marcia 
Baker Roberson; and neph-
ew Dennis T. Murphy.

The family will receive 
friends on Friday, Feb. 6, 
2026, from 10 until the start 
of the funeral service at 
11  a.m. at the Bush Creek 
Church of the Brethren, 
4821 Green Valley Road, 
Monrovia, MD 21770 with 
Rev. Wilkie Nunn officiat-
ing. Interment will be on 
Thursday, Feb. 12, 2026, 
in Pleasant Hill Cemetery, 
Monrovia at 11  a.m.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Friends of 
the MD State Library for the 
Blind and Physically Hand-
icapped, Inc., 672 Old Mill 
Road #128, Millersville, MD 
21108.

Alice Jo Ann “Joan” Crouse
Joan Crouse, age 89, died 

Jan. 29, 2026, at Country 
Meadows, Frederick, sur-
rounded by family.

Joan was born April 2, 
1936, in Hagerstown,  o Eth-
el Lee Rash Walden and 
Harry Reynolds Walden. 
She was the youngest of six 
children. She attended St. 
Mary’s grade school and 
graduated from St. Mary’s 
high school in 1954.

Joan and her husband, 
Dr. J. Richard Crouse, mar-
ried in 1956. They moved to 
Frederick County in 1962. 
She worked at home, raising 
her five children, until her 
youngest daughter entered 
high school. At that time she 
began working at her hus-
band’s dental practice. Af-
ter her husband’s death she 
was employed in the offic-
es of Dr. Richard Holz, and 
Dr. Neil Lamb. She played 
tennis in her younger 
years, and bridge, and was 
a long time member and a 
past president of Tasker’s 
Chance Garden Club.

She was predeceased 
by her husband in 1994; 
her daughter, Donna Lee 
Crouse, in 2025; and her sib-
lings Ruth Ridenour, Annie 
Mathna Horst, Lillian Kun-
kle, Malcolm Walden and 
Irene Sobotor.

Joan is survived by her 
children Diane Wilkinson 
(Steve), Kristi Boehmcke 
(Chris), J. Richard Crouse, 
Jr., Karen Crouse (Ron Lin-
ton), son-in-law Curtis Rup-
pert, as well as her grand-
children Kathleen and 
Madeline Ruppert; Aric, 
Andrew and Everett Wilkin-
son; Paige, Gretchen, Wynn 
and Jill Boehmcke; Sophie 

and Elise Linton; and four 
great grandchildren.

Joan’s family is grateful 
to her caregivers at Coun-
try Meadows and Frederick 
Health Hospice, who assist-
ed her in her final days.

The family will receive 
visitors at Keeney-Basford 
Funeral Home, 16 E. Church 
St., in Frederick on Monday, 
Feb. 9, 2026, from 2-3 p.m. A 
funeral service will be held 
immediately following at 3 
p.m. Interment will be pri-
vate.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made in Joan’s name to the 
Dr. J. Richard Crouse Me-
morial Scholarship Fund 
at the Community Foun-
dation of Frederick Coun-
ty. https://www.frederick-
countygives.org/funds/
dr-j-richard-crouse-memo-
rial-scholarship-fund/.

Sarah Elizabeth Jones
Sarah Elizabeth Jones, 

82, of Jefferson, Maryland, 
passed from this life on 
Thursday, Jan. 29, 2026, at 
Shady Grove Adventist Hos-
pital in Rockville. She was 
the wife of the late Larry 
William Jones for 57 years.

Born on Aug. 12, 1943, 
in Charles Town, W.Va., she 
was the daughter of the late 
Edgar and Clara Delawder.

Larry and Sarah were 
snowbirds, together, they 
enjoyed escaping to Pun-
ta Gorda, Fl. Sarah’s life was 
filled with joy and purpose, 
particularly through her 
role as a grandmother. Her 
grandchildren were not just 
a part of her life; they were 
the light of her existence. 
She cherished each mo-
ment spent with them, cre-
ating memories that they 
will carry with them forever. 
Larry was a lifelong mem-
ber of the Ruritan Club, and 
he and Sarah actively par-
ticipated in community 
service and devoted them-
selves to fostering friend-
ships and goodwill. They 
would participate in the Na-
tional conventions. Their 
commitment to service and 
community brought togeth-
er many who shared similar 
values, creating lasting con-
nections that enriched their 
lives and the lives of those 
around them. Sarah was an 
avid Redskins fan and she 
and her husband were able 
to attend Super Bowl XVII. 
She loved all her animals 
and had a crush on Elvis 
Presley.

She is survived by her 
two sons: Timothy Jones 
and wife Elisha Allen and 
Jeffrey Jones; daughter-
in-law Jennifer Jones, two 
granddaughters: Lind-
say and husband Bryan 
Hsu, and Lauren Jones; six 
great-grandchildren Addie, 
Ainsley, Ana, Bryson, Aver-

ley, and Hudson; siblings, 
Richard Delawder (Lilly), 
Carolyn Casper and Emma 
Scheel and brother-in-law, 
Martin Jones and sister-in-
law Jenny Hoffmaster and 
numerous nieces and neph-
ews.

She was preceded in 
death by her son Larry Jones 
Jr., granddaughter, Mor-
gan Jones and sister-in-law 
Mary Bartlett

The family will receive 
friends from 2-4 and 6-8 
p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 5, 
2026, at Stauffer Funer-
al Homes, P.A. (Bruns-
wick), 1100 N. Maple Ave. in 
Brunswick, Md.

A celebration of Sar-
ah’s life journey will take 
place at 11 a.m. on Friday, 
Feb. 6, 2026, at Faith Bap-
tist Church — Knoxville, 
2212 Jefferson Pike in Knox-
ville, Md. Interment will be 
at Resthaven Memorial Gar-
dens in Frederick, Md.

Memorial donations 
may be made to either St. 
Jude’s, www.stjudes.org or 
Jefferson United Methodist 
Church, www.jumcmd.org.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.
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By MARK KENNEDY
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Woodie King Jr., an actor, director and 
producer who founded the New Federal Theatre to give 
voice and employment to Black playwrights, actors, di-
rectors, designers and young people entering the Ameri-
can theater, has died. He was 88.

His off-Broadway theater company said King died 
Thursday at Weill Cornell Medical Center in New York 
City of complications from emergency heart surgery.

King was inducted into the American Theatre Hall of 
Fame in 2012 and received the Tony Honors for Excel-
lence in Theatre in 2020.

“We have lost a giant,” said Emmy Award-winning ac-
tor and educator Erin Cherry on Instagram. “I am here 
because of Woodie King Jr. My very first introduction to 
the Black theater scene was the play ‘Knock Me a Kiss’ 
produced by New Federal Theatre. It changed my life. I’m 
forever grateful.”

The New Federal Theatre produced such key works as 
“Black Girl” by J.E. Franklin, “The Taking of Miss Janie” by 
Ed Bullins — which jumped to Lincoln Center and won 
the Drama Critics Circle Award — and “For Colored Girls 
Who Considered Suicide When the Rainbow is Enuf” by 
Ntozake Shange, which landed on Broadway in 1976 and 
was nominated for the best new play Tony Award.

The New Federal Theatre was a springboard for many 
playwrights, including Charles Fuller — later to win the 
Pulitzer Prize for “A Soldier’s Play” — who premiered two 
plays — “In My Many Names and Days” and “The Can-
didate.” David Henry Hwang premiered “The Dance and 
the Railroad” at the New Federal and would later win the 
Tony for “M. Butterfly.”

Some performers who got early career boosts thanks 
to the company include Chadwick Boseman, Debbie Al-
len, Morgan Freeman, Phylicia Rashad, Denzel Wash-
ington, LaTanya Richardson Jackson, Samuel L. Jackson 
and Issa Rae.

King was born in Alabama, raised in Detroit and 
earned his bachelor’s degree from Lehman College and 
later his master’s from Brooklyn College. He served as 
the cultural director of Mobilization for Youth for five 
years, before founding New Federal Theatre in 1970.

King is survived by his wife, Elizabeth Van Dyke, and 
his three children, Geoffrey King, Michael King and Mi-
chelle King Huger, whom he shared with ex-wife Willie 
Mae Washington, as well as five grandchildren.

Woodie King Jr., 
88, founder of New 
Federal Theatre
Morgan Freeman, Denzel Washington 
among actors whose early careers got 
boost thanks to company he started

Evan Agostini — Invision

FILE — Woodie King Jr. appears at the 74th annual Tony 
Awards in New York on Sept. 26, 2021.

Around the world
From wire reports

PARIS — France has adopted its delayed 2026 budget 
Monday, clearing the way for higher military spending 
promised by President Emmanuel Macron to confront 
threats linked to Russia’s war in Ukraine and Mideast 
conflicts.

The adoption of the budget marks the final step of a 
monthslong, chaotic process that exposed deep divi-
sions in the fractured Parliament, which proved unable 
to reach a compromise.

Prime Minister Sébastien Lecornu ultimately opted to 
use his special constitutional power to pass the bill with-
out a vote, surviving two no-confidence votes on Mon-
day evening.

Macron has vowed to increase defense spending to 
counter what he describes as a widening range of threats, 
from Russia and nuclear proliferation to terrorism and 
cyberattacks.

France in December passed an emergency law to 
avoid a U.S.-style government shutdown, but only the 
full 2026 budget provides the military with the needed 
funding to build up forces.

The Defense Ministry will get this year an additional 
6.7 billion euros ($7.9 billion) compared to 2025 — a no-
table exception as the state seeks to curb spending across 
most other sectors. This year, the armed forces are set to 
receive a new nuclear-powered attack submarine, 362 
armored vehicles to modernize the army, and new Aster 
surface-to-air missiles.

The government is targeting a budget deficit of 5% of 
gross domestic product, down from 5.4% in 2025. Public 
spending is expected to edge down slightly, from 56.8% 
to 56.6% of GDP as authorities try to rein in debt in the 
European Union’s second-largest economy.

France has come under pressure from the EU and 
credit rating agencies to reduce its debt, prompting the 
center-right government to seek spending cuts.

However, with no majority in Parliament, Lecor-
nu also granted costly concessions to Socialists to keep 
them from backing efforts to topple his government. The 
most symbolic is the suspension of Macron’s unpopular 
pension changes to raise the retirement age from 62 to 
64.

The state deficit is projected at 131.9 billion euros 
($156.5 billion).

—Associated Press

QUETTA, Pakistan — Pakistani security forces killed 
about two dozen militants overnight in multiple raids 
in the insurgency-hit southwest bordering Afghanistan, 
raising the militant death toll to 177 in the past 48 hours, 
officials said Monday. The announcement follows a wave 
of coordinated insurgent attacks that killed 50 people, 
mostly civilians, including women and children.

Police backed by the military have been conducting 
raids in several areas against members of the outlawed 
separatist Baloch Liberation Army since early Saturday, 
after nearly 200 militants in small groups carried out si-
multaneous suicide bombings and gun attacks on police 
stations, civilian homes and security facilities across Ba-
lochistan province.

Analysts say the scale of militant deaths in the past 48 
hours is the highest in decades.

The militant attacks have drawn widespread condem-
nation from political leaders across Pakistan, including 
members of the party led by imprisoned former Prime 
Minister Imran Khan.

On Monday, Defense Minister Khawaja Mohammad 
Asif said the weekend attacks claimed by BLA killed 33 
civilians and 17 security forces. He cited higher civilian 
casualties from the attacks during a speech to parlia-
ment.

Asif ruled out any possibility of talks with the BLA, 
saying no talks would be held with “terrorists” who killed 
civilians, including women and children, when they at-
tacked residences of Baloch laborers in the port city of 
Gwadar on Saturday.

On Monday, Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi in a 
statement praised the security forces for killing an addi-
tional 22 insurgents. He described those killed as “Indi-
an-backed terrorists.” However, he offered no evidence 
of Indian involvement, and there was no immediate re-
sponse from New Delhi.

Though it is Pakistan’s largest province, Balochistan is 
its least populated, made up largely of high mountains. 
It’s also a hub for the country’s ethnic Baloch minority, 
whose members say they face discrimination and ex-
ploitation by the central government. That has fueled a 
separatist insurgency demanding independence. Islam-
ic militants also operate in the province.

Authorities said normalcy was largely returned to the 
province on Monday, but the train service between Ba-
lochistan and the rest of the country remained suspend-
ed for a third consecutive day. Provincial authorities sus-
pended train service following the attacks, citing security 
concerns, and the suspension remains in effect.

In March, at least 31 people were killed when BLA mil-
itants attacked the Jaffar express train carrying hundreds 
of people in Balochistan, taking passengers hostage be-
fore security forces launched a rescue operation. All 33 
assailants were killed, and the passengers were freed.

— Associated Press

SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic — Author-
ities in the Dominican Republic said Monday the bod-
ies of at least four decapitated women have been found 
along the border it shares with Haiti, marking an unusu-
al discovery.

Police spokesman Diego Pesqueira said the victims 
are Haitian and were found along the southern part of 
the border. He added that Dominican authorities are 
only investigating one of the four deaths because only 
one body was found on the Dominican side.

Pesqueira said investigators believe the women were 
killed and then thrown into a river that swept the bodies 
away and deposited them where they were later found.

He said Dominican authorities detained one man 
who denied involvement and later turned him over to 
Haitian National Police.

It wasn’t immediately clear if the man was charged.
A Haitian police spokesman did not immediately re-

spond to a request for comment.
While gang violence keeps surging across Haiti and 

remains common, it is rare to find the bodies of decapi-
tated women.

— Associated Press
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