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DEATH NOTICES

William Ferrell, Jr.
William (Bill) Leon Fer-

rell Jr., 80, of Brunswick, 
Maryland passed from this 
life on Saturday, May 2, 
2026 surrounded by his lov-
ing family.

He was the beloved hus-
band of the late Cynthia Di-
ane Ferrell.

Born on October 8, 1945 
in Brunswick, MD, he was 
the only son of the late W. 
Leon Ferrell, Sr. and D. Lor-
raine Ferrell. The family re-
sided on 3rd Avenue.

A 1964 graduate of 
Brunswick High School, Bill 
served in the United States 
Army Reserves from 1968 
until 1971.

Bill devoted his life to the 
craft of carpentry, taking 
great pride in his work as a 
skilled and dedicated crafts-
man. Throughout the years, 
he contributed to the build-
ing and care of many homes 
in his hometown of Bruns-
wick, and he generously 
shared his talents by com-
pleting projects for fami-
ly and friends, always will-
ing to lend a hand. He later 
served as a master carpen-
ter at the National Institutes 
of Health for 26 years, where 
his exemplary workman-
ship and professionalism 
earned him numerous ser-
vice awards and commen-
dations. Among his many 
accomplishments, he was 
especially proud of his con-
tributions to The Children’s 
Inn at NIH, where his work 
helped support children 
and families in need.

Bill was known for his 
warm and friendly nature, 
forming lifelong friendships 
and making new friends 
wherever he went. He had a 
quick wit and a great sense 
of humor, bringing laugh-
ter and ease to those around 
him. Over the years, he 
faced many challenges, in-
cluding defying the odds 
against lung cancer, but he 
met every trial with cour-
age, resilience, and an un-
wavering positive attitude.

He is survived by his lov-
ing children, Daniel William 
Ferrell and his wife, Missy; 
Crystal Mae Eastham and 
her husband, Sheldon; and 
Billy Joe Ferrell and his wife, 
Stephanie. He leaves be-
hind his cherished grand-

children who each brought 
him great joy, Novalee 
Deimler, Julia Ferrell, Wil-
liam Ferrell, Bethany Payne, 
Elizabeth Ferrell, Rebecca 
Ferrell, Carly Eastham, Bry-
ant Payne, and Danielle Fer-
rell, as well as a step-grand-
child, Noel Eastham, and 
her daughters, Rylee and 
Lorelai. Bill is also survived 
by his dear sisters, Patricia 
Williams, Sue Minnick and 
husband, Ted, Nancy Piper 
and partner, Ray Lucas, and 
Debra Ferrell; along with 
many nieces and nephews 
whom he loved very much.

The family will receive 
friends from 2 to 4 p.m. 
and 6 to 8 p.m. on Thurs-
day, May 7, 2026 at Stauffer 
Funeral Homes, P.A., 1100 
North Maple Avenue in 
Brunswick, MD.

A celebration of Bill’s 
life journey will take place 
at 10 a.m. on Friday, May 
8, 2026 at Stauffer Funer-
al Homes, P.A., North Ma-
ple Avenue in Brunswick, 
MD. The Reverend Tim May 
will officiate. Interment will 
follow at the Jefferson Re-
formed Cemetery in Jeffer-
son, MD.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family encourages that gifts 
be made in Bill’s memory to 
The Children’s Inn at NIH — 
7 West Drive Bethesda, MD 
20814 or at https://child-
rensinn.org/.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

Charlotte Quinn
Charlotte E. Quinn 

passed on April 30, 2026. 
She leaves behind her be-
loved husband, Patrick 
E. Quinn (“Mr. Wonder-
ful”), and their three amaz-
ing sons, Joseph (“Joe”), 
George, and Bernard (“Bar-
ney”), their spouses, along 
with 8 beautiful grand-
children and 7 adorable 
great-grandchildren (with 
#8 on the way).

A private graveside ser-
vice will be held for imme-
diate family.

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a donation to Days 
End Farm Horse Rescue at 
defhr.org or to a local ani-
mal shelter.

Online condolences may 
be shared with her fami-
ly on our website at www.
molesworthwilliams.com

Audrey Natalie Farnsworth, of Frederick, died Sunday, 
May 3. Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, Fred-
erick.

By ANDREW DAMPF 
Associated Press

ROME — Alex Zanardi, the 
Italian auto racing champi-
on-turned-Paralympic gold medal-
ist whose career was marked by two 
life-altering accidents, has died. He 
was 59.

Zanardi’s family announced his 
death on Saturday, saying that he 
passed away on Friday night.

“Alex died peacefully, surround-
ed by the affection of those closest to 
him,” the family said in a statement 
without providing a cause of death.

In 2020, Zanardi was serious-
ly injured in a handbike accident af-
ter crashing into an oncoming truck 
during a relay event in Tuscany. 
Zanardi suffered serious facial and 
cranial trauma in the crash and was 
put in a medically induced coma.

Nearly 20 years earlier, Zanardi 
lost both of his legs in an auto racing 
crash.

“Italy loses a great champion and 
an extraordinary man, capable of 
turning every challenge of life into a 
lesson in courage, strength, and dig-
nity,” Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni 
said on X.

“Alex Zanardi knew how to bounce 
back every time, facing even the 
toughest challenges with determina-
tion, clarity, and a strength of spir-
it that was truly exceptional,” Meloni 
added. “He gave all of us much more 
than a victory: he gave hope, pride, 
and the strength to never give up. ... 
Thank you for everything, Alex.”

Zanardi won two championships 
in CART — 1997 and 1998 — in the 
United States before a brief return to 
Formula One. He returned to Amer-
ica and was racing in Germany in a 
CART event in 2001 when both of his 
legs were severed in a horrific acci-
dent the weekend after the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks. CART raced only be-
cause the series was already in Ger-
many at the time of the attacks and 
could not return to the U.S.

After the 2001 crash, Zanardi was 
in a coma for three days and his heart 
stopped at least once.

NASCAR driver Max Papis, who 
knew Zanardi from childhood in It-
aly, recalled visiting his friend in the 
hospital, where Zanardi glanced at 
Papis’ new shoes.

“He said, ‘Look at the positive side 
of this. For a long time I will not have 
to spend money buying those,’” Papis 
said.

During his recovery, Zanardi de-
signed his own prosthetics — he 
joked that he made himself taller — 
and learned to walk again. He then 
turned his attention to hand cycling 
and developed into one of the most 
accomplished athletes in the world. 
He won four gold medals and two sil-
vers at the 2012 and 2016 Paralym-
pics, competed in the New York City 
Marathon and set an Ironman record.

When he won a Paralympic race in 
2012 at Britain’s Brands Hatch circuit 
where he had competed as a young 
driver, Zanardi celebrated the full-cir-
cle moment by holding his bike aloft 
one-handed as he sat on the track.

“Probably a lot of people watch-
ing me doing (this) to some degree 
against all odds maybe they are go-
ing to say, ‘Bloody hell, if Zanardi did 
this, I can try. I can try,’” he told The 

Associated Press at the time. “A good 
attempt always brings a result.”

His spirit, will, and determina-
tion gave the beloved Italian a larg-
er-than-life persona. When he re-
turned to the U.S. in 2019 to compete 
for BMW at the Rolex 24 of Daytona 
without his prosthetics, he was the 
most revered driver in a field that in-
cluded F1 champion Fernando Alon-
so.

Drivers from around the world 
sought out Zanardi for photographs 
and were transfixed as he told elab-
orate tales of his adventures in the 
nearly two decades since many had 
seen him.

Zanardi used specially adapted 
cars with hand controls for gas and 
brake to take up racing again after the 
2001 accident — and well enough to 
win races in various series.

Stefano Domenicali, the president 
and CEO of F1, said he was “deeply 
saddened by the passing of my dear 
friend,” calling Zanardi “truly an in-
spirational person, as a human and 
as an athlete.”

“He faced challenges that would 
have stopped anyone, yet he contin-
ued to look forward, always with a 
smile and a stubborn determination 
that inspired us all,” Domenicali add-
ed. “While his loss is profoundly felt, 
his legacy remains strong.”

Zanardi’s death came on the same 

day — May 1 — that fellow driver Ayr-
ton Senna died in a crash during an 
F1 race in Imola in 1994.

The International Automo-
bile Federation (FIA) said on X that 
Zanardi’s racing career and “jour-
ney from life-changing accident to 
Paralympics gold medalist made him 
one of sport’s most admired competi-
tors and an enduring symbol of cour-
age and determination.”

Noted for his infectious smile and 
fanciful storytelling, Zanardi was 
praised by Pope Francis after his 2020 
crash as an example of strength amid 
adversity. Francis penned a hand-
written letter of encouragement as-
suring Zanardi and his family of his 
prayers.

Zanardi’s family added that it 
“thanks everyone who is sharing 
their support right now and asks for 
respect during this time of mourn-
ing.”

The funeral will be held Tuesday 
in Padua.

A moment of silence was observed 
in Zanardi’s honor before Saturday’s 
F1 sprint race in Miami Gardens, 
Florida. Also, the Italian Olympic 
Committee called for a minute of si-
lence to be observed at all sports 
events in Italy over the weekend.

Zanardi, who was born in Bolo-
gna, is survived by his wife, Daniela, 
and son, Niccolò.

Alex Zanardi, auto racing champ who won Paralympic 
golds between life-altering accidents, dies at 59

Associated Press file photo

Alessandro Zanardi of Italy celebrates winning the gold medal after he 
competed in the man’s road cycle individual time trial H4 category at the 2012 
Paralympics games, in London., Sept. 5, 2012.

By CHRIS RIEMENSCHNEIDER
The Minnesota Star Tribune

MINNEAPOLIS — Three de-
cades after a brief flirtation with 
the music business, Michael Yon-
kers suddenly found himself getting 
write-ups from national rock publi-
cations in the early 2000s and land-
ing a record deal with the famed Se-
attle record label behind Nirvana 
and Soundgarden.

The Minneapolis native accept-
ed the unexpected attention with 
the same grounded, unflappable at-
titude that got him through years of 
debilitating physical ailments.

“You can’t imagine what it’s like 
as an artist to sit on something for 35 
years and finally have it be validat-
ed,” Yonkers told the Star Tribune in 
2003. “I can die now.”

Yonkers, 78, died April 20 at Re-
gions Hospital in St. Paul, more than 
two decades after his strange, vi-
sionary brand of psychedelic rock 
was “validated” when Sub Pop Re-
cords reissued his 1968 album “Mi-
crominiature Love.”

Suffering from multiple myelo-
ma and pulmonary embolisms in 
recent months — in addition to the 
severe back pain and nerve dam-
age he had endured since a 1971 on-
the-job injury — Yonkers reportedly 
maintained his positive outlook un-
til the end, friends and family said. 
He apparently kept making music, 
too.

“I found a lot of written-down 
lyrics and boxes of tapes,” said Hel-
en Voelker of Minneapolis, his part-
ner of 34 years. “For all I know, he 
was recording up until a few months 

ago.”
The fact that he was still making 

music even as his health declined 
underlined why he did it in the first 
place, Voelker added.

“He never did it for fame or mon-
ey. He did it because, like so many 
true artists, he was driven to create. 
He just had to create.”

That artist’s instinct made Yon-
kers an odd fit growing up in Edi-
na’s Morningside neighborhood, 
according to his sister, who remem-
bered him being the first boy with 
long hair and first to dabble in rock 
music among their neighbors and 
friends.

Then named Michael Yunker, 
he was raised with three other sib-
lings by Patricia and Regis Yunker, 
the latter a manager for Lunds gro-
cery stores. Michael would recount 
seeing a performance by Minneap-
olis surf-rock heroes the Trashmen 
of 1963’s “Surfin’ Bird” fame around 
age 14 and wanting to become a mu-
sician, testing his family’s patience.

“We used to get mad because we 
couldn’t talk on the phone when he 
was doing his music because it was 
so loud,” recalled his sister, Kathleen 
Esh of Hopkins. “We’d have to take 
the cups and saucers down or they’d 
rattle off the shelf and break.”

Younger brother Jim would join 
him on drums later as Michael start-
ed forming bands, including Mi-
chael & the Mumbles. Eventual-
ly, he garnered interest from Sire 
Records, the Los Angeles label for 
which he originally recorded “Mi-
crominiature Love,” but Sire ulti-
mately shelved the LP. (“I still don’t 
really understand what happened,” 

Yonkers said in 2003.)
A seven-song hodgepodge of 

oddly tuned, distorted guitars and 
wigged-out, psychodramatic vocals, 
the record’s reissue turned the tech-
nocratic guitarist, songwriter and 
singer into a Twin Cities version of 
the “Searching for Sugar Man” story, 
an innovative musician pulled out 
of obscurity decades later for mak-
ing music ahead of its time.

Late Sub Pop Records Vice Presi-
dent Andy Kotowicz said in 2003, “If 
this stuff had been heard, we think 
it would have influenced the Stoog-
es, Velvet Underground and the acts 
we love.”

The prominent music site Pitch-
fork wrote of the album, “There’s a 

point at which this record shifts from 
wacky historical curiosity to full-on 
psych-rock excellence.”

In the years that followed the 
Sub Pop reissue, some of Yonkers’ 
other long-lost recordings were un-
earthed by other record labels. Chi-
cago’s Drag City Records dusted off 
the experimental 1977 collection 
“Lovely Gold” in 2010. Twin Cities 
label De Stijl — whose founder Clint 
Simonson actually reissued “Micro-
miniature Love” before Sub Pop — 
put out a much quieter but equal-
ly cosmic 1969-made record called 
“Grimwood” in 2007.

Not long after he made “Grim-
wood,” Yonkers was crushed by a 
ton’s worth of equipment that fell 

on him while working in a computer 
warehouse in 1971. During the treat-
ments for his damaged spine, he suf-
fered an allergic reaction to dye in-
jected into his spine and developed 
the nerve condition arachnoiditis, 
which affected his physical abilities 
the rest of his life. He took up mod-
ern dance as part of his rehabilita-
tion and had to saw off guitar piec-
es and create custom instruments to 
be able to perform his music.

Among the last performances 
Yonkers gave were after 2009’s “Mi-
chael Yonkers with the Blind Shake,” 
his first of two albums with a kin-
dred fuzz-rock trio from St. Paul, 
where Yonkers lived in recent de-
cades.

Though never a prominent fix-
ture in the Twin Cities music scene 
largely because of his physical lim-
itations, Yonkers was revered by 
many other musicians who are.

Robert Wilkinson of the Flamin’ 
Oh’s said, “Michael was a beauti-
ful and unique light. He had an un-
tamed musical aesthetic. He had an 
unconventional spirit and energy. 
He was also a very sweet and loving 
man.”

Treehouse Records owner 
Mark Trehus, a close friend of Yon-
kers, said, “Michael was very mat-
ter-of-fact about his sudden rise 
to fame, [35] years after the fact — 
neither particularly buoyed by the 
much-delayed attention nor bitter 
that it took so long.”

Similarly, Trehus said, “through-
out his lifetime of monumental 
health problems I never heard him 
complain.”

‘Untamed’ Minneapolis musician Michael Yonkers dies at 78

Tom Sweeney/Minnesota Star-Tribune

Musician Michael Yonkers, with a home-made instrument, on April 5, 
2010, in St. Paul, Minnesota. 


