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BRUNSWICK’S AFRICAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY 

Where did they come from?
Where did they establish their homes?
What was unique about their community?
Stories about individual families.





Four Important Dates to Remember: 

1787 Leonard Smith founds Berlin
1834 C&O Canal and B&O RR come to

Berlin
1864 Emancipation of slavery in MD
1890 B&O expands in Berlin/Brunswick



Merryland Tract (1853 map)



1834: C&O Canal and B&O RR come to Berlin





1864:Emancipation of slaves in Maryland



1890: B&O Railroad expands in Berlin









Life in the early 1900’s

•Cooper’s Tavern (aka, The Swing Inn)
•Schools
•Churches
•Cemeteries



Cooper’s Tavern 
(The Swing Inn)

See November 2023 issue of the Brunswick News-Journal







Schools















Churches





















Cemeteries 



Union Bethel A.M.E. Cemetery







Knoxville Mountain Cemetery





Families

• Othello (Bernard Howard)
• Daniel Hall
• Jackson
• Streams
• Cooper
• Beard
• Hardy + Streams + Grayson + 

Barber + Morris + Smothers
• Sprigg

• Holland
• King
• Campbell
• Onley
• Smothers 
• Monroe, Scott, Giles, Jackson
• Butler
• White
• Brooks
• Lipscomb



Othello
(aka Bernard Howard)







Daniel Hall
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