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By ESTHER FRANCES
efrances@newspost.com

The City of Brunswick’s of 
$10.4 million operating bud-
get for fiscal year 2026 was ap-
proved, representing a near-
ly $800,000 increase over last 
year’s operating budget.

The city’s fiscal year 2025 op-
erating budget was $9.6 million.

In April, the Brunswick mayor 
and City Council added a system 
improvement fee assessment of 
$50 per year beginning in fis-
cal year 2026. They also voted 
to keep the property tax rate the 
same at 41 cents for every $100 
of assessed value.

Carrie Myers, the director of 
finance and administration for 
Brunswick, said in an interview 
on Wednesday that the city’s rev-
enue has increased from grants 
and real estate tax assessments.

She said the increased ex-
penses go toward paying their 
employees and everyday ex-
penses, of which she said prices 
have been rising.

“The more revenue we have, 
the more expenses we need to 
show for it,” Myers said.

The Brunswick mayor and 
City Council unanimously voted 
in May to approve both the op-
erating and enterprise budgets.

The enterprise operating 
fund for water fiscal year 2026 is 
$4.9 million, and the capital en-

terprise fund for water is $3.02 
million.

The enterprise operating 
fund for wastewater is $4.5 mil-
lion, and the capital enterprise 
fund for wastewater is $2.4 mil-
lion.

Fiscal year 2026 began on July 1.
The $50 system improvement 

fee assessment is split based 
on several projects: $25 for the 
sidewalk programs, $15 for wa-
ter and $10 for sewer.

Residents of Rosemont and 

Knoxville who use Brunswick’s 
water system will pay $15 per 
year.

Myers said the fee is to re-
place revenue from the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
funds.

ARPA was signed into law in 
2021 as COVID relief funds. The 
deadline to commit ARPA fund-
ing to projects was Dec. 31, 2024.

Without those funds, Myers 
said, the city believed it would 
be a good time to implement the 
system improvement fee assess-
ment.

She said the revenue from the 
fee will be put into a fund to use 
for large-scale projects.

At the April meeting where 
the fee was first implemented, 
Mayor Nathan Brown said the 
city had used ARPA funding for 
projects since 2021, and “we felt 
that this was a good year to be-
gin the fee.”

Myers said Brunswick tries 
to be “pretty consistent with our 
budgeting, so there are really no 
big surprises in there this year.”

At the May 27 meeting, when 
the budget was approved, city 
administrator Julie Martorana 
said that while increased reve-
nue is a good thing for the city, 
Brunswick must use it responsi-
bly.

“We don’t want to do that 
at the cost of taxpayers, where 
we’re increasing property tax-
es or water and sewer revenue 
or something like that,” she said. 
“We need to be able to show the 
justification and have the ex-
pense alongside it.”

Brunswick begins FY2026 with $10.4M operating budget
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The Brunswick mayor and City Council at a meeting in May.

By RYAN MARSHALL
rmarshall@newspost.com

The former head of the 
U.S. Cyber Command will 
speak at Frederick’s New 
Spire Stages at an event in 
September.

Paul M. Nakasone, a 
retired four-star general 
with the U.S. Army, helped 
develop the U.S. Cyber 
Command, and led the 
organization and the Na-
tional Security Agency/
Central Security Service, 
from 2018 to 2024.

Nakasone will speak at 
New Spire Stages on Sept. 
18.

The event will be host-
ed by Tech Frederick, and 
sponsored by Edgewater 
Federal Solutions.

A reception with beer, 
wine, and heavy appetiz-
ers will be held at 5:30 p.m.

Nakasone’s keynote 
presentation, along with 
a moderated question and 
answer session, will run 
rom 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

He will discuss top-
ics ranging from being in 
the Pentagon on Sept. 11, 
2001, to leading respons-
es to significant cyber in-
trusions.

He will also talk about 
the importance of recruit-
ing, training, and retain-
ing talent to deal with cy-
berthreats, as well as the 
importance of partner-
ships between different 
agencies and sectors, ac-
cording to a press release 
from Tech Frederick.

Tickets for the event are 
$75-$100, with member 
discounts available.

For tickets or addition-
al details about the event, 
visit techfrederick.org.

Follow Ryan Marshall 
on Twitter:  
@RMarshallFNP

Former cyber 
commander 
to speak in 
Frederick
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Former U.S. Cyber Command 
Commander Gen. Paul 
Nakasone testifies during 
a House Select Committee 
Capitol Hill, Wednesday, Jan. 
31, 2024.

By MARA K. BELL
mbell@newspost.com

In the rolling hills near 
Middletown, children had 
the chance to craft in-
struments, dance to mu-
sic and connect with agri-
culture at South Mountain 
Creamery’s dairy farm 
Wednesday.

The event, part of 
South Mountain Cream-
ery’s Kid’s Workshop Se-
ries — a reoccurring chil-
dren’s event that took off 
for the first time this year 
— offers families a place 
for children ages 3 to 12 
to foster creativity and de-
velopment while playing 
at the creamery’s dairy 
farm.

Each event provides 
children an engaging ex-
perience with differ-
ent aspects of the farm 
on Wednesday mornings 
throughout the summer. 
The series happens rain or 
shine and requires tickets.

On Wednesday, the 
workshop focused on mu-
sic and movement, as chil-
dren had the chance to 
craft maracas and drums 
out of cups, ribbons and 
stickers. Children then 
played with their new-
ly-made instruments, cre-
ating a cacophony of vi-

brant jingling throughout 
the pavilion.

At the end of the event, 
which was an hour long, 
children had the oppor-
tunity to visit a calf barn 
and pet and feed the dairy 
cows.

Karen Sowers, who 
along with her husband 
founded South Mountain 
Creamery in 2001, said 
that the series allows fam-
ilies to get outside and 

learn about the creamery.
“We milk the cows, we 

do ice cream — It’s just a 
lot of neat stuff once you 
come out and actually see 
us up close and natural,” 
she said.

Sowers said that agri-
culture education was im-
portant to the communi-
ty and that the creamery 
supports and helps such 
efforts when they can.

“All of those neat things 

are really important. The 
milk, the cheese, the but-
ter and the eggs,” she said.

The series requires 
parents or guardians to 
attend with their chil-
dren, and welcomes as 
many as 50 people to each 
event. Sowers said that in 
the first few events, a lot 
of grandparents brought 
their grandchildren who 
have been staying with 
them for the summer.

Aynura Muradova, a 
mother of four, from Hager-
stown, said that she enjoyed 
taking her children to events 
like South Mountain Cream-
ery’s because it helped them 
grow in a creative way.

“It keeps them busy, do-
ing new things,” Murado-
va said. “I’m a nurse, so I 
like to bring them places so 
[they’re] not stuck at home, 
watching TV all day.”

South Mountain Cream-
ery also offers farm tours 
and will offer a free family 
event on the farm on July 26, 
including games and activi-
ties like face painting, pony 
rides, a moon bounce and 
more.

Children play and connect with 
agriculture at local dairy farm
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Rebecca Sami, left, and her daughter Layla Sami, 4, visit with a calf following the Kid’s Workshop Series — Music and Movement at South Mountain 
Creamery near Middletown on Wednesday.

Jackson Drewyer, 3, right, drums on different items.

IF YOU GO
Upcoming events cost 
$5 per child and take 
place at the dairy farm 
on Wednesdays, 10 to 
11 a.m. on July 16, July 
23, Aug. 6 and Aug. 13, 
featuring cow painting, 
tie-dye activities, and 
an ice cream lab where 
children can learn about 
how ice cream is made.

South Mountain Creamery
8305 Bolivar Road
Middletown, MD 21769


