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Maryland Attorney General Antho-
ny G. Brown filed a lawsuit Feb. 23 to 
stop the Trump administration’s con-
struction of a massive federal immi-
gration detention center in Washing-
ton County.

The lawsuit challenges the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s and Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement’s 
purchase of a warehouse near Wil-
liamsport for conversion into an im-
migration detention facility.

“The Trump administration will 
stop at nothing to pursue its extreme 
immigration agenda — including 
breaking the law. DHS purchased this 
facility while keeping the state and the 
public in the dark, spending more than 
$100 million in federal taxpayer dollars 
without performing the required envi-
ronmental review and without giving 
Maryland or Marylanders any voice in 
the process,” Brown said in a news re-
lease announcing the lawsuit. “We will 
not allow this administration to treat 
laws like suggestions and threaten our 
people or their communities.”

“No administration is above the 
law. Our people must be heard when 
the federal government makes deci-
sions that affect their health, their safe-
ty and their communities,” Gov. Wes 
Moore said in the release. “DHS spent 
more than $100 million in taxpay-
er money to purchase a Washington 
County warehouse to serve as an ICE 
detention facility — without an envi-

ronmental review and without pub-
lic input. The state of Maryland is fil-
ing this lawsuit because DHS must be 
held to the same legal standard as ev-
ery other federal agency.”

On Jan. 16, ICE purchased a 54-
acre warehouse property outside Wil-
liamsport for $102.4 million, the re-
lease states. The property was built 
between 2021 and 2023 as a commer-
cial facility with 825,620 square feet of 
warehouse space, minimal office facil-
ities, and only four toilets and two wa-
ter fountains.

According to DHS, the federal gov-
ernment intends to convert the indus-
trial warehouse into a detention cen-
ter capable of housing 1,500 people at 
a time. Williamsport itself is home to 
just over 2,000 residents — meaning 
this facility alone would nearly match 
the town’s entire population, the re-
lease states.

According to Washington Coun-
ty’s online zoning map tool, the ware-
house property is zoned Industrial 
General. The tool links to a zoning or-
dinance document that states penal 
and correctional institutions, includ-
ing jails, are a principal permitted use 
in Industrial General Districts.

The attorney general’s release said 
federal law requires agencies to con-
duct environmental reviews under 
the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) before taking major feder-
al actions that significantly affect the 
environment, including assessing en-
vironmental impacts, considering al-
ternatives, consulting with affected 
state and federal agencies, and provid-

ing opportunities for public comment.
The lawsuit alleges that DHS and 

ICE violated NEPA by buying the prop-
erty and moving forward with con-
struction plans without taking those 
required steps.

The lawsuit further alleges that 
DHS and ICE violated the Administra-
tive Procedure Act by not providing an 
explanation for their decision, failing 
to consider reasonable alternatives, 
and abandoning their past practice 
of conducting environmental reviews 
for similar detention facility projects 
— “all without any reasoned justifica-
tion,” the release states.

Maryland House of Delegates Mi-
nority Leader Jason Buckel, R-Allega-
ny, issued the following statement on 
Monday about Brown’s decision to 
file the lawsuit about the ICE facility 
in Washington County. The statement 
was shared by the Maryland House 
Republican Caucus.

“Once again, Maryland Democrats 
are engaging in virtue signaling when 
it comes to ICE and trying to politically 

position Maryland as a sanctuary state, 
regardless of the consequences. Dem-
ocrats complain about detainee con-
ditions in Baltimore for locally based 
individuals being held by federal au-
thorities. They complain when locally 
based detainees are sent to far flung fa-
cilities in other states to go through the 
deportation process.

“Now, they complain when the 
federal government undertakes efforts 
to construct a modern, safe and hope-
fully humane facility for federal detain-
ees in a county that already approved 
the transaction, where substantial 
sums of taxpayer money have already 
been spent, and in an area where ap-
parently no local zoning rules or regu-
lations are being violated.

“We have juveniles shooting peo-
ple regularly in multiple areas of Mary-
land, rampant gang activity from MS-
13 and other organizations, and are an 
acknowledged hub for sex and child 
trafficking. We wish the Attorney Gen-
eral’s office was focused on these pub-
lic safety issues rather than the con-

stant effort to show activists how 
committed they are to fighting the fed-
eral government at every turn.”

McClain Delaney, Washington 
County officials at odds

As speculation about the opening 
of a new Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement center in Washington 
County circulates, county and feder-
al officials are clashing over the next 
course of action.

The Washington County Board of 
Commissioners recently passed a res-
olution of support for the Department 
of Homeland Security. But U.S. Rep. 
April McClain Delaney, D-6th, has in-
troduced legislation in the House of 
Representatives to prohibit any con-
gressional funding for such a center.

“This is not just a little facility,” Mc-
Clain Delaney told Capital News Ser-
vice in an interview. “It is actually one 
that is going to be precedent-setting for 
our whole country.”

MD AG sues to block Washington County ICE warehouse
Maryland House minority leader 
responds to AG’s decision to sue
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ICE and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) purchased a warehouse north of Williamsport on Jan. 15 
for $102.4 million to use as an immigrant processing center.
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A bill sponsored by state Sen. Wil-
liam Folden (R-4) would require ev-
ery self-contained special education 
classroom in Frederick County Pub-
lic Schools to have at least one cam-
era installed.

Folden said the goal of the bill, 
SB51, is to protect “some of our most 
vulnerable special education stu-
dents.”

The bill would require devices 
to record all areas of the specialized 
classroom except for bathroom areas 
or where students change clothes.

In October 2025, John McAleer, a 
former special education instruction-
al assistant, was charged with sexually 
abusing two cognitively impaired stu-
dents.

An assault is alleged to have tak-
en place at Oakdale Middle School 
inside a Learning for Life classroom, 
which is a special education program 
for students living with developmen-
tal and cognitive disabilities.

On the heels of that incident, Fold-
en said, he wants to make sure “that 
we’re doing our part to ensure the 
safety of our most vulnerable.”

The bill would prohibit stor-
ing video footage for more than six 
months after it was recorded, unless 
the school board receives a request to 
view a particular clip.

The bill also explicitly states that 
the devices may not be used “to mon-
itor the performance of school em-
ployees.”

In December 2025, Frederick 
County Public Schools announced it 
would install cameras in some special 
education classrooms as part of a pi-
lot program.

The program began Jan. 20 and 

will run until the end of this school 
year.

Cameras were installed in two 
Learning for Life classrooms at Oak-
dale Middle School and one Learning 
for Life classroom at Catoctin High 
School.

Cameras were also installed in 
four Expressions classrooms, which is 
a support program for students with 
functional communication needs, at 
Middletown Primary School.

The cameras record video, but not 
audio. The pilot agreement included 
negotiations with the three FCPS em-
ployee unions, as well as support from 
the Frederick County Board of Educa-
tion.

Delegation meeting
SB51 was pre-filed as a statewide 

bill, but another state lawmaker sub-
mitted a similar bill, Folden said at a 
Feb. 6 meeting of Frederick County 
state lawmakers.

He said he added an amendment 
to make the bill only affect Frederick 
County because “we have support lo-
cally, and I’d like to see it happen.”

Folden said Del. April Fleming 
Miller (R-4) drafted a local House bill.

Although it is not listed as SB51’s 
cross-file, according to the Maryland 
General Assembly’s website, Mill-
er did file HB1545, which is a local 
bill to require cameras in all self-con-
tained special education classrooms 
in FCPS.

HB1545 is scheduled for a hear-
ing in the Ways and Means Commit-
tee on March 12.

SB51 had a hearing in the Educa-
tion, Energy, and the Environment 
Committee on Feb. 4.

Folden asked for a letter of support 
from other lawmakers representing 
Frederick County.

Sen. Karen Lewis Young (D-3) 
asked if there were discussions with 
FCPS administration to see how 
many cameras the school system 
would need, what it would cost and if 
the school system could absorb that, 
as well as the feasibility of the timeline 
of implementation.

There had been no direct contact 
with the administration at that point, 
but some school board members ex-
pressed support for the program, 
Folden said.

He said the input of FCPS admin-
istration “wasn’t necessary, in my 
opinion, just because there had al-

ready been breakdowns that allowed 
for this to happen in the first place.”

“This is one of the opportunities 
that it’s an obligation for us to take the 
role and the leadership on this to say, 
“This is going to happen. You’re going 
to have to protect these kids after what 
happened,’” he said.

Lewis Young said she understands 
the importance of the bill, but consid-
ering that the bill would create an un-
funded mandate beginning next fiscal 
year, “I think those conversations, as a 
mere courtesy, need to happen.”

“From a budgetary perspective, 
knowing the costs we’re shifting to 

local entities, I need to know a num-
ber,” she said. “Is this $100,000? Is this 
$2 million? ... The devil’s in the details 
here.”

Lewis Young said the bill was not 
ready for “prime time.”

Folden said there were a limited 
number of self-contained classrooms 
in FCPS, and a lot of the necessary in-
frastructure was in schools already.

He said that, considering they 
were trying to protect special educa-
tion students, “the cost is negligible 
relative to keeping our children safe.”

Del. Ken Kerr (D-3) said unless 
the state was planning on funding the 
bill, he doesn’t see the purpose of it, 
especially since the school board ex-
pressed interest in it.

“They can do this without our law,” 
he said. “They can do it unilaterally.”

Del. Kris Fair (D-3) said he was 
concerned about moving ahead on 
the bill after not being able to see the 
amendment from Folden that keeps 
the bill local, as well as not having dis-
cussions with FCPS administration.

He said he didn’t think anyone 
disagreed about protecting the most 
vulnerable students, but he was un-
easy about forcing an unfunded man-
date on the school system without 
having FCPS “at the table.”

Del. Jesse Pippy (R-4), the house 
chair of the Frederick County delega-
tion, said the then-school board four 
years ago had support for a similar 
bill, “and they didn’t follow through 
on it.”

“We’re putting requirements on 
them to do things that they, quote, 
said, ‘Well, we’re going to do them,’” 
he said. “ ... If the school board is plan-
ning to do it, even better.”

Fair, Kerr, Lewis Young and Del. 
Karen Simpson (D-3) opposed a letter 
of support for the bill.

Local bill could require all FCPS self-contained 
special education classrooms to have cameras
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From left, Frederick County Board of Education members Dean Rose and 
Rae Gallagher, state Del. Jesse Pippy (R-4) and state Sen. William Folden 
(R-4) listen during a meeting with the school board and the Frederick 
County delegation in December 2025.

Staff photo by Ric Dugan

A motorist travels along U.S. 40 west of Frederick on Monday morning under a canopy of snow on trees.

Scenic snowfall
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Brunswick High School was 
crowned the Frederick County 
Public Schools academic tour-
nament regular season cham-
pion out of 10 high schools.

Brunswick clinched the title 
over Urbana by seven points.

Teams competed in the fi-
nal regular season matches on 
Friday with the special topic 
“Broadway musicals.”

The result of those match-
es were:

Match 1: Walkersville 13, 
Frederick 12, Tuscarora 4

Match 2: Urbana 12, Catoc-
tin 6, Linganore 4

Match 3: Oakdale 18, 
Brunswick 12, Middletown 9

Match 4: Gov. Thomas 
Johnson 11, Linganore 9, Mid-
dletown 6

The standings after Friday’s 
matches was:

•Brunswick
•Urbana
•Oakdale

•Walkersville
•Frederick
•Linganore
•Gov. Thomas Johnson
•Middletown
•Catoctin
•Tuscarora
The championship match-

es are scheduled for Feb. 27 
at 5 p.m. at Frederick High 
School. The special topic is 
“psychology.”

The schedule for the cham-
pionship round is:

Match 1: Tuscarora vs. Ca-
toctin

Match 2: Oakdale vs. Walk-
ersville vs. Match 1 winner

Match 3: Urbana vs. Fred-
erick vs. Middletown

Match 4: Brunswick vs. Lin-
ganore vs. Gov. Thomas John-
son

Championship match: 
Match 4 winner vs. Match 3 
winner vs. Match 2 winner

More information and 
match descriptions are avail-
able at fcps.org/academics/ac-
ademic_tournament.

Brunswick High’s academic team 
tops county in regular season


