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DEATH NOTICES

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

By GRAHAM DUNBAR 
Associated Press

GENEVA — Craig Reedie, 
the former World Anti-Dop-
ing Agency president whose 
position on the Russian dop-
ing scandal a decade ago 
brought him into conflict 
with the IOC where he was a 
vice president, has died. He 
was 84.

The International Olym-
pic Committee confirmed 
his death on Monday with-
out stating the cause.

Reedie played key roles 
in London’s unexpected win 
in bidding to host the 2012 
Olympics and in getting his 
own sport badminton on to 
the Olympic program for the 
1992 Barcelona Games.

“Craig was my mentor, 
wise counsel, passionate ad-
visor, and great friend,” said 
Sebastian Coe, who worked 
alongside Reedie in bidding 
for and organizing the Lon-
don Summer Games.

“He was the distinguished 
elder statesman with a reser-
voir of Olympic knowledge 
and experience which he 
shared willingly and to great 
effect,” Coe wrote in a social 
media post on Monday.

Reedie’s standing in 
Olympic politics helped to 
elevate him to lead the glob-
al anti-doping watchdog in 
2013, when the presidential 
nomination was effectively 
the turn of the IOC to decide.

Three years later, the 

lead-in to the Rio de Janeiro 
Summer Games was dom-
inated by the scandal of 
learning the scale of Russia’s 
state-backed doping pro-
gram at the 2014 Sochi Win-
ter Games.

The push by Reedie’s 
WADA to remove the en-
tire Russian team from Rio 
was fiercely resisted by the 
IOC and its president Thom-
as Bach. Both men sat on the 
IOC’s 15-member executive 
board that ultimately decid-
ed to let governing bodies of 
Olympic sports decide their 
entry policy for Russian ath-
letes.

The public pressure 
put on Reedie by influen-
tial Olympic figures contin-
ued for months until he and 
Bach met to clear the air. 
Since Rio, no Russian team 
has competed at an Olym-
pics with its own country 
name, flag and anthem.

Current IOC president 
Kirsty Coventry said on 
Monday that Reedie’s con-
tribution “to the Olympic 
Games, to clean sport and to 
the development of athletes 
worldwide will endure for 
generations to come.”

Reedie was elected as an 
IOC member in 1994 and be-
came an honorary member 
in 2021.

The IOC said its flag 
would fly at half-staff for 
three days at its headquar-
ters in Lausanne, Switzer-
land.

Lynn Smith
Lynn Smith, 79, of Fair-

field, PA was called home 
by the Lord on April 2, 2026 
at her home surrounded by 
her loving family. Lynn was 
born on August 4, 1946, in 
Lenoir, NC. She was the old-
est of 4 children and the 
daughter of the late Win-
nie and Marvin Chester. She 
met her husband, Bob and 
they married on September 
11, 1964.

Together Bob and Lynn 
had three daughters: Kim, 
Melissa, and Heather. 7 
grandchildren Erica, Rob, 
Andrew, Lauren, Madi-
son, Alyssa, and Miran-
da. 9 great grandchildren, 
Kayleigh, Makenzie, Zadie, 
Emry, Meriwether, Kora, El-
lie, Knox, and Remington.

Lynn worked most of her 
career in the medical field, 
serving most of her time at 
Jefferson Memorial in Ran-
son, WV. After moving to 
Fairfield, PA with her hus-
band she worked in differ-
ent doctors’ offices around 
Gettysburg, PA. Lynn pro-
vided service as an EMT in 
Brunswick, MD for 12 years. 
She dedicated most of her 
younger life to helping and 
serving the community that 
she lived in. Lynn was an 
avid believer in Christ and 
enjoyed her church family. 
She was a member at Fel-
lowship Baptist Church for 
many years but most recent-
ly began attending Christ’s 
Community Church with 
her husband. In her later 
years, she enjoyed playing 
skip-bo, going out to dinner, 
playing poker, and enjoying 
her family.

She is survived by her 
husband, Bob. Her 3 chil-
dren, Kimberly Potts (Da-
vid), Melissa Cavey (Joe), 
and Heather Marino (An-
thony). She is survived by 
her sister, Jennifer Suite and 
brother, Chet Chester (Hil-
lary).

Professional services 
have been entrusted to Du-
gan Funeral & Cremation, 
Ltd., 111 S. Main Street, 
Bendersville. Family and 
friends are respectfully in-
vited to attend Lynn’s cel-
ebration of life, Satur-
day, April 11th at 11:00am 
at Christ’s Community 
Church, 303 W Lincoln Ave, 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727. 
Following her celebration 
of life her family will host a 
lunch for everyone to gath-
er and fellowship with the 
ones who Lynn loved and 
adored.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to Christ’s 
Community Church in Em-
mitsburg, MD in Lynn’s 
honor. To leave a condo-
lence for the family, please 
visit DuganFH.com.

By BERNARD MCGHEE 
Associated Press

As director of the FBI, he trans-
formed the agency into a terror-
ism-fighting force after the Sept. 
11, 2001, attacks. But Robert S. 
Mueller III, who died in March, is 
perhaps best remembered as the 
special counsel in charge of inves-
tigating ties between Russia and 
Donald Trump’s 2016 presidential 
campaign.

Mueller began his 12-year ten-
ure as FBI director just a week be-
fore the Sept. 11 attacks and served 
across presidents of both polit-
ical parties. Later, he worked as 
the special counsel investigating 
whether the Trump campaign il-
legally coordinated with Russia to 
sway the outcome of the 2016 elec-
tion. During the two-year investi-
gation, Mueller notably remained 
silent even as Trump frequently 
criticized him and the investiga-
tion as a “witch hunt.”

March also saw the death of 
martial arts grandmaster and ac-
tion star Chuck Norris. He ap-
peared in a number of action mov-
ies over the years before his biggest 
role as the star of TV’s “Walker, Tex-
as Ranger.” His tough-guy image 
also inspired online memes and 
viral “Chuck Norris Facts,” which 
featured humorously exaggerated 
claims about him.

Other noteworthy people who 
died in March include former 
White House aide Alexander But-
terfield, actor Mary Beth Hurt, Ital-
ian politician Umberto Bossi and 
musicians Darrell “Dash” Crofts 
and “Country” Joe McDonald.

Here is a roll call of some influ-
ential figures who have died this 
year (the cause of death is cited, if 
available):

JANUARY
Diane Crump, 77. In 1969, she 

became the first woman to ride 
professionally in a horse race and 
a year later became the first female 
jockey in the Kentucky Derby. Jan. 
1.

Ahn Sung-ki, 74. He was one 
of South Korean cinema’s biggest 
stars whose prolific 60-year career 
and positive, gentle public image 
earned him the nickname “The Na-
tion’s Actor.” Jan. 5.

Aldrich Ames, 84. The CIA turn-
coat who betrayed Western intelli-
gence assets to the Soviet Union 
and Russia in one of the most dam-
aging intelligence breaches in U.S. 
history died in prison. Jan. 5.

Béla Tarr, 70. The celebrat-
ed Hungarian filmmaker direct-
ed such works as “Sátántangó” and 
“The Turin Horse” and was the re-
cipient of numerous awards for his 
long and often darkly comic films. 
Jan. 6.

Glenn Hall, 94. Nicknamed 
“Mr. Goalie,” he was a Hockey Hall 
of Famer whose ironman streak of 
502 starts as a goaltender remains 
an NHL record. Jan. 7.

Bob Weir, 78. The guitarist and 
singer was an essential member 
of the Grateful Dead who helped 
found the sound of the San Fran-
cisco counterculture of the 1960s 
and kept it alive through decades of 
endless tours and marathon jams. 
Jan. 10.

Scott Adams, 68. His popu-
lar comic strip “Dilbert” captured 
the frustration of beleaguered, 
white-collar cubicle workers and 
satirized the ridiculousness of 
modern office culture until he was 
abruptly dropped from syndica-
tion in 2023 for racist remarks. Jan. 
13.

John Forté, 50. The Gram-
my-nominated musician was 
known for his work with the Fugees 
and the Refugee Camp All-Stars, 
among others. Jan. 12.

Claudette Colvin, 86. Her 1955 
arrest for refusing to give up her 
seat on a segregated Montgomery 
bus helped spark the modern civ-
il rights movement. At age 15, she 
was arrested nine months before 
Rosa Parks gained international 
fame for also refusing to give up her 
seat on a segregated bus. Jan. 13.

Valentino Garavani, 93. He was 
the jet-set Italian designer whose 
high-glamour gowns — often in 
his trademark shade of “Valentino 
red” — were fashion show staples 
for nearly half a century. Jan. 19.

Ota Zaremba, 68. He won a 
weightlifting gold medal at the 
1980 Moscow Olympics before ad-
mitting to using performance-en-
hancing drugs under a secret 
program run by the totalitarian re-
gime in the former Czechoslova-
kia. Jan. 23.

William Foege, 89. As a doctor, 
he was a leader of one of humani-
ty’s greatest public health victories 
— the global eradication of small-
pox. Jan. 24.

Catherine O’Hara, 71. The gift-
ed Canadian-born comic actor and 
“SCTV” alum starred as Macau-
lay Culkin’s harried mother in two 
“Home Alone” movies and won an 
Emmy as the dramatically ditzy, 
wealthy matriarch Moira Rose in 
“Schitt’s Creek.” Jan. 30.

Demond Wilson, 79. He found 

fame in the 1970s playing Lamont 
on “Sanford and Son” and went on 
to become a minister. Jan. 30.

FEBRUARY
X.J. Kennedy, 96. He was an 

award-winning poet, author, trans-
lator and educator who schooled 
millions of students through “The 
Bedford Reader” and other text-
books and engaged voluntary read-
ers with his children’s stories and 
intricate, witty verse. Feb. 1.

Chuck Negron, 83. He was a 
founding member of the soul-rock 
sensations Three Dog Night who 
sang lead on such hits as “One” and 
“Just an Old Fashioned Love Song” 
and hollered the immortal open-
ing line “Jeremiah was a bullfrog!” 
on the chart-topping “Joy to the 
World.” Feb. 2.

Mickey Lolich, 85. He had three 
complete-game victories for the 
Detroit Tigers in the 1968 World Se-
ries, the last Major League Baseball 
pitcher to post the incredible feat. 
Feb. 4.

James Van Der Beek, 48. The 
heartthrob starred in coming-
of-age dramas at the dawn of the 
new millennium, shooting to 
fame playing the titular character 
in “Dawson’s Creek” and in later 
years mocking his own hunky per-
sona. He had revealed in 2024 that 
he was being treated for colorectal 
cancer. Feb. 11.

Robert Duvall, 95. He was an 
Oscar-winning actor of matchless 
versatility and dedication whose 
classic roles included the intrepid 
consigliere of the first two “Godfa-
ther” movies and the over-the-hill 
country music singer in “Tender 
Mercies.” Feb. 15.

Frederick Wiseman, 96. He 
was the celebrated director of “Tit-
icut Follies” and dozens of oth-
er documentaries whose in-depth, 
unadorned movies comprised a 
unique and revelatory history of 
American institutions. Feb. 16.

The Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, 84. 
A protege of the Rev. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. and a two-time presi-
dential candidate, he led the Civil 
Rights Movement for decades after 
the revered leader’s assassination. 
Feb. 17.

Eric Dane, 53. The celebrated 
actor was best known for his roles 
on “Grey’s Anatomy” and “Eupho-
ria” and later in life became an ad-
vocate for ALS awareness. He died 
from the disease less than a year 
after he announced his diagnosis. 
Feb. 19.

Bill Mazeroski, 89. The Hall of 
Fame second baseman won eight 
Gold Glove awards for his steady 
work in the field and the hearts of 
countless Pittsburgh Pirates fans 
for his historic walk-off home run 
in Game 7 of the 1960 World Series. 
Feb. 20.

Willie Colón, 75. He was a 
Grammy-nominated architect of 
urban salsa music and a social ac-
tivist. Feb. 21.

Robert Carradine, 71. He was 
the youngest of his prolific Holly-
wood family, and his biggest hit 
was the 1984 comedy “Revenge of 
the Nerds.” Feb. 23.

Sondra Lee, 97. She was a danc-
er and actor discovered by the leg-
endary choreographer-director Je-
rome Robbins and originated the 
role of Tiger Lily on Broadway in 
“Peter Pan” and played Minnie Fay 
in the original production of “Hel-
lo, Dolly!” Feb. 23.

Neil Sedaka, 86. The hit-making 
singer-songwriter’s boyish sopra-
no and bright melodies made him a 
top act in the early years of rock ‘n’ 
roll and led to a second run of suc-
cess in the 1970s. Feb. 27.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 86. 
He assembled theocratic power 
in Iran over the decades as its top 
leader and sought to turn it into a 
regional powerhouse, bringing it 
into confrontation with Israel and 
the United States over its nuclear 

program while crushing democ-
racy protests. He was killed in U.S. 
and Israeli military strikes. Feb. 28.

MARCH
Kermit Gosnell, 85. He was an 

abortion clinic doctor sentenced to 
life for killing three babies who had 
been delivered alive. March 1.

Lou Holtz, 89. He was the Col-
lege Football Hall of Fame coach 
who led Notre Dame to the 1988 
national championship and won 
249 games over 33 seasons at six 
schools. March 4.

Bernard LaFayette, 85. He was 
the advance man who did the risky 
groundwork for the voter registra-
tion campaign in Selma, Alabama, 
that culminated in the passage 
of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
March 5.

“Country” Joe McDonald, 84. 
He was a hippie rock star of the 
1960s whose “I-Feel-Like-I’m-Fix-
in’-To-Die Rag” was a four-lettered 
rebuke to the Vietnam War that be-
came an anthem for protesters and 
a highlight of the Woodstock music 
festival. March 8.

Alexander Butterfield, 99. He 
was the White House aide who in-
advertently hastened Richard Nix-
on’s resignation over the Watergate 
scandal when he revealed that the 
president had bugged the Oval Of-
fice and Cabinet Room and rou-
tinely recorded his conversations. 
March 9.

Nicholas Haysom, 73. The 
white South African anti-apart-
heid activist was tapped by prison-
er-turned-president Nelson Man-
dela to help draft the country’s new 
constitution that enshrined equal 
rights for Black people, minorities 
and white people. March 17.

Michael Bambang Hartono, 
86. He was Indonesia’s richest man 
and helped turn the Djarum cig-
arette company into one of the 
country’s largest business empires. 
March 19.

Chuck Norris, 86. A martial 
arts grandmaster and action star, 
his roles in “Walker, Texas Rang-
er” and other television shows and 
movies made him an iconic tough 
guy — sparking internet parodies 
and adoration from presidents. 
March 19.

Umberto Bossi, 84. He was the 
founder of Italy’s populist North-
ern League and one of the most in-
fluential — and polarizing — fig-
ures of Italian politics. March 19.

Robert S. Mueller III, 81. He 
was the FBI director who trans-
formed the nation’s premier law 
enforcement agency into a terror-
ism-fighting force after the Sept. 
11, 2001, attacks and who later be-
came special counsel in charge of 
investigating ties between Russia 
and Donald Trump’s presidential 
campaign. March 20.

Nicholas Brendon, 54. He was 
an actor best known for his role as 
a loveable underdog sidekick on 
the hit television series “Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer.” His family said he 
died in his sleep of natural causes. 
March 20.

Lionel Jospin, 88. He was a for-
mer French prime minister who 
gave France its 35-hour work week 
and then withdrew from poli-
tics after leading France’s Social-
ist Party to an earth-shaking pres-
idential election defeat against 
far-right firebrand Jean-Marie Le 
Pen. March 22.

Darrell “Dash” Crofts, 87. The 
singer-songwriter teamed with 
childhood friend Jim Seals for such 
1970s soft-rock hits as “Summer 
Breeze,” “Diamond Girl” and “Get 
Closer.” March 25.

James Tolkan, 94. The actor 
was known for his roles as a ci-
gar-chomping naval command-
er in “Top Gun” and a gruff high 
school administrator in “Back to 
the Future.” March 26.

Mary Beth Hurt, 79. The Tony 
Award-nominated actor starred 
on Broadway in “Benefactors” with 
Glenn Close and reunited with 
Close for the movie “The World Ac-
cording to Garp.” March 28.

Craig Reedie, Olympic politics  
veteran who led WADA during 
Russian doping scandal, dies at 84

Associated Press file photo

Then-president of World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) Craig 
Reedie speaks during a press conference after the WADA’s 
extraordinary Executive Committee (ExCo) on the Russian 
doping data manipulation, in Lausanne, Switzerland, Dec. 9, 
2019.

Mrs. Donna Mae Gambill, of Frederick, died Saturday, 
April 4. Arrangements are by Keeney and Basford Funeral 
Home, Frederick, MD.

Jerome Rollins, of Upper Marlboro, died Friday, April 
3. Arrangements are by Rollins Life Celebration Center, 
Frederick.

Evangeline Theon Whibley, of Frederick, died Thurs-
day, April 2. Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Frederick.

Influential people who have died in 2026

Associated Press file photo

FBI Director Robert S. Mueller 
III testifies before the Senate 
Intelligence Committee on Capitol 
Hill in Washington, March 12, 2013. 
Mueller died on Friday, March 20, 
2026. He was 81.

Associated Press file photo

Chuck Norris attends the premiere for 
“The Expendables 2” in Los Angeles 
on Aug. 15, 2012.
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