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By RYAN MARSHALL
rmarshall@newspost.com

For more than a quarter-cen-
tury, the smoke from Rondell Ad-
ams’ barbecue smoker has hov-
ered over the grounds at The Great 
Frederick Fair.

The fair is a great event, with a 
nice family atmosphere, said Ad-
ams, as his crew at the Ribbins 
BBQ booth prepared for their 26th 
year at the fair.

The menu includes a wide 
range of barbecue specialties, 
ranging from full- and half-racks 
of ribs, chicken, and sandwiches 
of chopped pork, brisket, chicken, 
and sausages.

Sides include baked beans, 
coleslaw, chili, and macaroni and 
cheese.

Overall, Adams has been pre-
paring barbecue for more than 30 
years, moving from a restaurant 
in Pennsylvania to a roving facili-
ty going to barbecue contests and 
events ranging from North Dakota 
to the Jersey Shore.

Adams said he likes to see the 
expressions on people’s faces 
when they try his products.

Rib tips and brisket always do 
well at the fair, he said.

He smokes his meats for 14 
hours overnight to get them ready, 
then grills them over a fire using 
applewood, he said.

Everyone on the barbecue cir-
cuit says they have the best prod-

uct, but when they try something 
really good, you can tell, he said.

Adams opened Ribbins as a 
restaurant in Chambersburg, Pa., 
in 1995, and soon afterward start-
ed traveling to tournaments and 
events, winning more than 150 
trophies in the process, he said.

Just before coming to the fair, 
they were at a contest in Pitts-
burgh, an event they’ve won six 
times, although they weren’t suc-
cessful this year, Adams said.

They’ve been as far west as Far-
go, N.D., and east to Wildwood, 
N.J.

In the beginning, the travel was 
necessary to make ends meet, Ad-
ams said.

“People weren’t hip to barbe-
cue like they are now,” he said.

Follow Ryan Marshall on 
Twitter: @RMarshallFNP

Frederick Fair is a constant for traveling barbecue vendor
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Steve Lake bastes Italian sausage at the Ribbins BBQ concession stand at The Great Frederick Fair on Friday.
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A tray of barbecued chicken that 
was smoked at the Ribbins BBQ 
concession stand.

By MARWA BARAKAT
mbarakat@newspost.com

The U.S. Army is looking to pilot a groundwa-
ter study at Fort Detrick’s Area B in 2026, if fed-
eral funds are approved.

The enhanced reductive dechlorination 
study is tentative to start next year as the Army 
awaits fiscal year 2026 federal funding appro-
priations to be approved, according to presen-
tations made during Area B’s Restoration Advi-
sory Board meeting on Wednesday.

The study involves injecting a carbon solu-
tion, such as molasses, into contaminated 
groundwater through select injection sites.

The solution feeds existing bacteria and starts 
a microbial process, which works to degrade 
and reduce volatile chemicals in the groundwa-
ter, such as trichloroethylene — which has been 
associated with some cancers and other nega-
tive health outcomes.

This pilot program is meant to assess whether 
this treatment technology could be implement-
ed as a larger remedy across Area B, according 
to a presentation by engineering company Ar-
cadis.

“This is a well established technology,” Ar-
cadis representative John Cherry said. “... We’re 
not out here to prove the technology. We’re out 
here just to verify what we can do and what we 
can achieve given the site-specific circumstanc-
es.”

Area B, a 399-acre parcel between Kemp 
Lane and Shookstown Road, was used as a test 
site for the Army’s biological warfare program in 
the mid-1900s.

After the program ceased in 1969, scientists 
disposed of hazardous waste in unlined trench-
es and pits within Area B, leading to groundwa-
ter contamination.

Army scientists have spent decades studying 
the contamination of the groundwater now des-
ignated as a National Priorities List Superfund 
site by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agen-
cy.

Some contaminated groundwater from Area 
B has made its way to the land next to the par-
cel where the company Rocky Gorge Develop-
ment is building a residential community called 
Gambrill Glenn.

None of the locations identified as having po-
tential risks from this issue are currently under 
construction, according to Joseph Gortva, chief 
of Fort Detrick’s environmental division.

The injection points planned for the study 
are in the western portion of Area B, close to the 
border with the Gambrill Glenn development.

The pilot study was previously postponed to 
allow the Army to address questions from the 
community about its implementation. They also 
conducted supplemental groundwater samples 
to look for existing warfare agents and detected 
none.

Once funding is available and the contract 
for the study is awarded, additional sampling 
will be conducted before the treatment is imple-
mented.

After it is implemented, they will monitor the 
site to assess the treatment’s impacts and pre-
pare a report with final observations, data anal-
ysis and future recommendations for remedial 
solutions across the site.

At Wednesday’s meeting, the Army discussed 
other initiatives underway as part of the site’s 
restoration efforts.

The Army is close to completing the ground-
water remedial investigation, which is part of 
the EPA Superfund cleanup process.

This part of the process “determines the na-
ture and extent of contamination at the site, 
tests whether certain technologies are capable 
of treating the contamination, and evaluates 
the cost and performance of technologies that 
could be used to clean up the site.”

Once completed, it will be sent to both the 
EPA and the Maryland Department of the En-
vironment, according to Gortva, who said it will 
likely be submitted by the end of October.

The Army is also close to publishing the five-
year review of the Area B landfills, which were 
capped as a remedy. The review allows them to 
regularly evaluate the effectiveness of this solu-
tion, Gortva said.

Federal funding uncertainties also impact 
the Army’s engineering evaluation and cost as-
sessment that was prepared to develop mitiga-
tion strategies to mediate potential risks from 
contaminated groundwater near the Gambrill 
Glenn community.

The assessment can be issued, and the Army 
can potentially implement solution strategies 
once funding is approved, according to Gortva.

Army discusses pilot study to treat 
groundwater contamination at Area B

Staff file photo by Ric Dugan

Townhouses under construction at the Gambrill Glenn development are reflected in a puddle of water 
in 2024. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has conducted an engineering evaluation and cost analysis 
for options to mitigate vapor intrusion risk at planned homes at Gambrill Glenn.

By NOLAN WILKINSON
nwilkinson@newspost.com

A man was flown to an 
area trauma center after be-
ing bitten by a dog in an area 
to the southwest of Freder-
ick on Wednesday, an ani-
mal control official said.

Frederick County Ani-
mal Control responded to 
assist the Frederick Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office at around 
3:48 p.m. on Wednesday, 
said David Luckenbaugh, 
the director of animal con-
trol.

The incident happened 
in the area of Wye Creek 
Drive and Jefferson Pike to 
the southwest of Frederick.

“The initial report was for 
a dog that attacked a per-
son,” Luckenbaugh said. 
“We had multiple officers 
respond to assist. The dog is 
in our possession, and is no 
longer a threat.”

Luckenbaugh said ani-
mal control would not re-
lease any further informa-
tion about the incident now 
and it was still under inves-
tigation.

He declined to answer 
further questions about the 
dog’s breed or ownership.

He said it could not be 
immediately determined if 
the dog had rabies.

Man flown 
to trauma 
center after 
dog bite
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By ESTHER FRANCES
efrances@newspost.com

Kayla Sexton said her 13-year-
old son Jack, who died on Tuesday, 
“was one in a million.”

“We always said that he could 
make friends in a graveyard,” she 
said. “He was just so sweet.”

Jack, a Brunswick Middle School 
student and football player, had ep-
ilepsy and experienced a seizure on 
Tuesday morning, his family said.

Additionally, his family said that 
the Brunswick, Catoctin, Emmits-
burg and Mount Airy communi-
ties stepped in to help with cater-
ing, sell custom T-shirts with Jack’s 
name and number, which is 77, and 
donate to the family’s GoFundMe 
page.

As of Friday, more than $29,000 
had been raised.

The Brunswick High School 
football team on Friday was sched-
uled to honor Jack before the 
school’s homecoming game.

On Tuesday, a Frederick Coun-
ty Public Schools alert was sent 
out over email. The alert includ-

ed a message from Everett Warren, 
the principal of Brunswick Middle 
School.

Warren wrote that he was in-
forming the community “with great 
sadness” of Jack’s death, and sup-
port was available for students and 
staff members who wanted to “pro-
cess their feelings of loss.”

Eric Louérs-Phillips, the associ-
ate superintendent of public affairs 
for FCPS, wrote in an email that “we 
are deeply saddened by the loss of 
one of our students,” and that “our 
thoughts are with the student’s 
family and friends during this diffi-
cult time.”

Kayla said in an interview that 
her heart is full after the outpour-
ing of community support, and that 
“I wouldn’t have anything for him 
without them.”

“It’s just a blessing, and I real-
ly appreciate them all and every-
thing that everyone’s done for him 
already,” she said.

Ashlie Hitchcock, Jack’s aunt, 
said in an interview that Jack’s im-
mediate family and godmother all 
helped raise him.

“He loved everyone. He was a 
gentle giant,” she said. “He was 6’6’’ 
in eighth grade, and he was every-
one’s friend.”

She said Jack was especial-
ly close with his cousin Paislee, 10, 
who is Hitchcock’s daughter.

Hitchcock said Jack, who had 
a love for trains, would drive toy 

trains on her stomach when she 
was pregnant with Paislee a decade 
ago. She said Paislee would give the 
train a kick.

“Literally since she was born 
and a baby, they have been best 
friends,” she said of Paislee and 
Jack’s bond. “His first day of kinder-
garten, his mom and I went to go 
pick him up with Paislee. We have a 
photo of him running down the hill 
with his arms wide open, running 
to Paislee on his first day of kinder-
garten.”

In addition to trains, Hitch-
cock said, Jack was a huge fan of 
cars, football and basketball. She 
said even though Jack loved the 
Washington Commanders, he was 
knowledgeable about players and 
teams across the NFL and NBA, 
and even college football.

“He could tell you the best 
brand of car to financially buy at 13 
years old,” she said. “He was just an 
amazing, amazing kid.”

Jack previously attended Em-
mitsburg Elementary School, 
where he helped out in the com-
munity garden, and he “just loved 

to do anything that people included 
him in,” Hitchcock said.

She said this was Jack’s first year 
playing football, and he was “so 
thankful for the opportunity — for 
everything that they were teaching 
him.”

Kayla said Jack was struggling 
with his mental health and behav-
ior for the last year and a half, and 
“he’s totally been different ever 
since he started football.”

“To see that is just so heart-fill-
ing because I just was starting to 
see the old Jack, the happy Jack,” 
she said.

Hitchcock said the Brunswick 
Junior Railroaders, which is part of 
the Mountain Valley Youth Football 
League, played a game against the 
Catoctin youth football team a cou-
ple of weeks ago. This was special 
for Jack because Emmitsburg Ele-
mentary is in the Catoctin feeder, 
and he played against all of his el-
ementary school friends, she said.

“He was so excited to see these 
kids. ... He knew he was playing 
against them, but that didn’t matter 
to him,” she said.

Brunswick Middle School student dies; community shows support
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