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Dr. Timothy Hickey Jr.
It is with heavy hearts 

that we announce the pass-
ing of Dr. Timothy F. Hick-
ey born April 23, 1940. Tim 
died peacefully on Dec. 17, 
2025 with his loving wife 
(Sally) by his side in New 
Smyrna Beach FL where 
they have lived since 2020.

Preceded in death by 
parents Timothy F. and 
Mary (Dalton) Hickey Sr. as 
well as his brother James F 
Hickey. Survived by loving 
wife Sarah (Sally) Hickey 
of 62 years and their sons 
Timothy S. (Louise) Mark 
E. (Christine) and Paul M. 
(Rachael) Hickey and their 
beloved four grandchil-
dren.

In addition to being a 
loving husband and father, 
he compassionately served 
the entire Frederick com-
munity as a family doc-
tor for 52 years at Parkview 
Medical Center.

After graduating from 
Georgetown Medical school 
in 1967, he served in Viet-
nam as a Physician in the 
US Army (1967). He took 
great pride in the care he 
provided to all of his fellow 
soldiers as well as civilians 
during his deployment.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests donations 
be made to the The Dr. 
Timothy Hickey ’58 & Sally 
Hickey Endowed Scholar-
ship Fund at Gonzaga Col-
lege High School. This fund 
provides need-based tui-
tion assistance to further 
the Catholic Jesuit mission 
of the school.

HOW TO DONATE:
Mail: Gonzaga College 

High School ATTN: David 
Dugan

19 Eye Street NW, Wash-
ington, DC 20001

Contact info: David Du-
gan 202-336-5354 (ddu-
gan@gonzaga.org); Mar-
shall Marks 202-336-7116 
(jmarks@gonzaga.org)

Note that the donation is 
for Dr. Timothy and we will 
allocate the donation to his 
fund

Online Support Gonza-
ga — Endowed Online Giv-
ing Form

1) I want to support: click 
“Other”

2) Then in the comments 
please put: The Dr. Timothy 
Hickey ’58 Fund

3) Provide necessary in-
formation and hit “Give Se-
curely”

Joseph B. Sheckels
Joseph B. Sheckels, 72, of 

Jefferson, MD died on Jan. 
5th, 2026. Joe was born on 
March 19, 1953 to the late 
Charles and Mary “Judy” 
Sheckels. He was the hus-
band of Patricia A. “Belton” 
Sheckels since April 26, 1982.

Joe is survived by 1 daugh-
ter: Leah M. Sheckels, 2 
grandsons: Robert W. Wease, 
and Travis D. Sheckels, and 
1 granddaughter: Hailey M. 
Sheckels. He is also survived 
by 2 brothers and 1 sister: 
Steve C. Sheckels of Tennes-
see, Randy L. Sheckels and 
wife Holly of Virginia, and 
Brenda Sue and husband 
Keith Butler of Gaithersburg. 
He is also survived by many 
beloved nephews, nieces, and 
great nephews and great niec-
es. Joe was predeceased by his 
mother and father, Charles 
and Mary “Judy” Sheckels, 
sister Linda L. Corbett, and 
niece Yolanda Sheckels.

Joe had his own painting 
business for many years. Be-
fore retiring, he worked for 
Frederick Painting and Sup-
ply Company in Frederick, 
MD. Joe’s hobbies and inter-
ests were riding his motorcy-
cle, raising turkeys and chick-
ens, gardening, hunting, and 
fishing any chance he got, 
even into his final days. Joe 
suffered from cancer and 
fought the disease with cour-
age and tenacity.

The family will receive 
friends from 10 to 11 a.m. on 
Friday, Jan. 16 at Stauffer Fu-
neral Home, 1621 Opossum-
town Pike, Frederick. A cel-
ebration of life service will 
begin at 11 a.m. with Rev. Tim 
May officiating. Following 
the service, a reception will 
be held at the funeral home.

Interment will be private.
In lieu of flowers, memo-

rial donations may be made 
to Frederick Health Hos-
pice, 1 Frederick Health Way, 
Frederick, MD 21701.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.

DEATH NOTICES
Keith Allen Harpster, of 

Damascus, died Thursday, 
Jan. 8. Arrangements are 
by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Mount Airy.

Elizabeth R. Kerns-Dan-
iels, of Thurmont, died Fri-

day, Jan. 9. Arrangements 
are by Stauffer Funeral 
Homes, Thurmont.

Joseph B. Sheckels, of Jef-
ferson, died Monday, Jan. 5. 
Arrangements are by Stauffer 
Funeral Home, Frederick.

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

By BRUCE SHIPKOWSKI 
Associated Press

TRENTON, N.J. — Rich-
ard “Dick” Codey, a former 
acting governor of New Jer-
sey and the longest serving 
legislator in the state’s histo-
ry, died Sunday. He was 79.

Codey’s wife, Mary Jo 
Codey, confirmed her hus-
band’s death to The Associat-
ed Press.

“Gov. Richard J. Codey 
passed away peacefully this 
morning at home, surround-
ed by family, after a brief ill-
ness,” Codey’s family wrote in 
a Facebook post on Codey’s 
official page.

“Our family has lost a be-
loved husband, father and 
grandfather — and New Jer-
sey lost a remarkable pub-
lic servant who touched the 
lives of all who knew him,” 
the family said.

Known for his feisty, reg-
ular-guy persona, Codey 
was a staunch advocate of 
mental health awareness 
and care issues. The Demo-
crat also championed legis-
lation to ban smoking from 
indoor areas and sought 
more money for stem cell 
research.

Codey, the son of a 
northern New Jersey funer-
al home owner, entered the 
state Assembly in 1974 and 
served there until he was 
elected to the state Senate 
in 1982. He served as Senate 
president from 2002 to 2010.

Codey first served as act-
ing governor for a brief time 

in 2002, after Christine Todd 
Whitman’s resignation to 
join President George W. 
Bush’s administration. He 
held the post again for 14 
months after Gov. Jim Mc-
Greevey resigned in 2004.

At that time, New Jersey 
law mandated that the Sen-
ate president assume the 
governor’s role if a vacan-
cy occurred, and that person 
would serve until the next 
election.

Codey routinely drew 
strong praise from residents 
in polls, and he gave serious 
consideration to seeking the 
Democratic nomination for 
governor in 2005. But he ul-
timately chose not to run 
when party leaders opt-
ed to back wealthy Wall 
Street executive Jon Cor-
zine, who went on to win 
the office.

Notice to our readers
Obituaries are paid announcements.
The Frederick News-Post is not responsible for content.
All obituaries must be verified by the funeral home or the legal 

instititution of record prior to placement.
All obituaries should be submitted to us through Memoriams.

com. The deadline for submitting and changes is 3 p.m. If you are 
submitting from a funeral home, please go to memoriams.com. 
If you are a private party individual, please use this link: https://    
legacy.memoriams.com/network/FrederickNews-Post/Obituaries. 
You can also find this link on our website under obituaries.

A simple death notice can be published at no charge. Infor-
mation included will be name, where the decedent resided, date 
of death, and funeral home of record. For a simple death notice, 
please email obituaries@newspost.com

For questions, please contact the obituaries desk Monday-Fri-
day 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 301-662-1162.

The Frederick News-Post reserves the right to make any gram-
matical changes as necessary.

Jobe O. Breeden Jr.
Jobe “Joe” Oliver Breed-

en Jr., 87 of Rohrersville, 
MD, passed away peaceful-
ly on Thursday, Jan. 8, 2026 
at Meritus Medical Center 
in Hagerstown, MD. Joe was 
born on Nov. 5, 1938 to Jobe 
O. Breeden, Sr. and Lela C. 
(Simons) Breeden Willard 
in Brunswick, MD, where 
he was raised. He attended 
Brunswick High School and 
graduated with the class of 
1958. 

Joe worked at Cage’s Wil-
lards Motors, construction 
for LJ Keller, and as a railroad 
fireman in 1959. Joe was 
drafted into the army (1962-
1964) and was stationed in 
Germany. After serving in 
the army, his patriotism car-
ried on. He then worked for 
the railroad from 1964-66, 
NIH in Germantown doing 
HVAC work, and returned 
back to the C&O/B&O Rail-
road (CSX) for 34 years, retir-
ing in 2000.

Joe leaves behind his 
wife of 58 years, Elizabeth 
(Betty Lou), daughters, Ter-
ri Hollingshead, and Toni 
Wetzel (Rob), and son, Jody 
Breeden (Shelley), son-in-
law, Kenny Linton, grand-
children Hope Routzahn 
(Jayme), Heather Wysong 
(Ross), Katie Deatrich (Ty-
ler), Ryan Wetzel (Amanda), 
Cody Linton (Torri), Sara 
Breeden, and Joey Breeden. 

He loved spending time 
with his great-grandchil-
dren, Anthony Hoffman, Jay 
Routzahn, Trevor and Trent 
Deatrich, Dylan, Harley and 
Emory Wysong, Aliyah and 
Grayson Linton, and many 
nieces and nephews who 
were dear to his heart.

Joe was a member of the 
Eagles Club in Brunswick, 
MD. He loved spending time 
at Charlestown Race Track 
where he owned some race 
horses. He also liked spend-
ing time hunting with his 

buddies and enjoyed get-
ting together with his rail-
road friends regularly for a 
country breakfast. He loved 
reminiscing about the old-
en days, and attended annu-
al Nifty Fifty get-togethers. 
He coached his son’s base-
ball team for many years in 
Brunswick, and could be 
seen supporting his grand-
children at their baseball 
and softball games, and 
also helped his son, Jody 
coach his grandson at South 
Mountain Little League.

Besides his parents, Joe 
was predeceased by his sib-
lings, Lorraine Layman, John 
Breeden, Betty Smith, Dru-
cilla Lake, and Robert Breed-
en.

There will be a memori-
al service at Mt. Nebo Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 134 S. 
Main Street, Boonsboro, MD 
on Friday, Jan. 16 at 1 p.m. 
There will be visitation from 
11 a.m. 1 p.m. A light lunch 
will be served following the 
service at the church. There 
will be a private graveside in-
terment at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made in Joe’s 
memory to support the 
Brunswick or South County 
Little League organizations 
(Brunswick Railroaders LL, 
P.O. Box 98, Jefferson, MD 
21755, or South County LL, 
P.O. Box 31, Boonsboro, MD 
21713).

Elizabeth Kerns-Daniels
Elizabeth Regina “Libby” 

Kerns-Daniels, age 77, of 
Thurmont, Maryland, went 
to be with her Lord and Sav-
ior on Friday, Jan. 9, 2026. 
She was the wife of the late 
Armon E. Kerns who was 
her second husband. Her 
thirrd husband, Gary E. 
Daniels, also preceded her 
in death.

Born on July 21, 1948, 
in Thurmont, she was the 
daughter of the late Clar-
ence Milton Norris and Hel-
en Iline (Starr) Butler.

Elizabeth worked for Po-
tomac Edison, where she re-
tired in 2003 after 38 years 
of service. After retiring, she 
then worked briefly as a Ti-
tle Clerk for Bogley’s Chev-
rolet. She was a member of 
the Thurmont American Le-
gion Post #168 and the Thur-
mont Amvets Post #7. In 
her spare time she enjoyed 
growing roses and showing 
them as part of the Mono-
cacy Rose Society. She also 
enjoyed spending time with 
her family and pets.

She is survived by her 
brothers, Clarence Nor-
ris and wife, Ples, Jim Nor-
ris and wife, Vicky, and John 
Alligood; her son, Matthew 
B. Kerns and wife, Katie; her 
daughter, Jamie E. Forney 
and husband, Bryan; and 
her grandchildren, Aaron 
Kerns and Elizabeth Forney.

In addition to her parents 
and husbands, she was pre-
ceded in death by her step-
father, Arlo Butler; her step-
mother, Shirley Norris; and 
her stepson, Terry Kerns.

The family will receive 
friends from 2 to 4 p.m. and 
6 to 8 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 
16, 2026 at Stauffer Funer-
al Homes, 104 East Main 
Street in Thurmont. The 
family will also receive 
friends one hour prior to 
services on Saturday at the 
funeral home.

A celebration of Eliza-
beth’s life journey will take 
place at 11 a.m. on Satur-
day, Jan. 17, 2026, at Stauffer 
Funeral Homes in Thur-
mont with Pastor Jay Pe-
trella officiating. Final rest-
ing place ceremonies will 
be held at Blue Ridge Cem-
etery in Thurmont.

Memorial donations 
may be made to the Amer-
ican Cancer Society.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.

Patsy “Pat” Young
Patsy (Pat) Ann Whit-

tington Young (88) passed 
away peacefully on Jan. 8, 
2026, at Sunrise Sr. Living. 
Patsy was born on March 
25, 1937 to Douglas and 
Anne Whittington in Jeffer-
son, MD. She was the first 
of 8 children. She was the 
wife of Fred W. Young, Jr. for 
66 years before his death in 
2021. They had 3 children, 
Dale, Susan and Doug-
las. They lived and worked 
their whole lives in Freder-
ick County, MD. Patsy was a 
graduate of Frederick High 
School in 1955. She worked 
at Sears in downtown Fred-
erick, then at Sinclair Oil. 
Patsy and Fred opened their 
own business, Frederick-
town Kitchen and Bath, in 
1975. They designed and re-
modeled many new kitch-
ens and baths throughout 
Frederick County for over 
30 years.

Patsy was an accom-
plished seamstress. She 
loved to look at fashion de-
signs and then create her 
own. She made clothing for 
all her family and friends. 
She created handbags, hats, 
jackets, custom draper-
ies and just about anything 
you could sew. Patsy was a 
wonderful cook and baker. 
She loved to garden and her 
yard was always in bloom 
and her kitchen filled with 
fresh vegetables. 

Patsy always kept her 
hands and mind busy with 
knitting, crosswords and 
puzzles and learning new 
technology. Patsy took 
up golf in her late 50s and 
played well into her 80s. She 
volunteered with the Fred-
erick Health Hospitals Se-
lect Seconds Shop in down-
town Frederick for many 
years. 

Patsy and Fred loved to 
travel and had many ad-
ventures throughout the 
years. Patsy was a wonder-
ful friend to many, a nurtur-
ing mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, a kind 
sister and a loving wife. She 
always had a smile on her 
face and a kind word to oth-
ers. Patsy was always willing 
to try something new, go on 
an adventure, or be a part of 
a group of fun people.

Patsy is survived by her 

daughter, Susan McGinn-
is, husband Bob, her daugh-
ter-in-law Melanie Young, 
her beloved grandchildren, 
Emily McGinnis-Wilkins 
(George), Adam McGinnis 
(Sarra), Samantha McGinn-
is, Derek Young and her very 
special great-grandchil-
dren, Indi McGinnis, Juni-
per Wilkins, Serena McGin-
nis, her sisters Lynn Roberts 
and Cathy Slaughter and 
many nieces and nephews 
and extended family. 

She was predeceased 
by her husband Fred, her 
sons, Dale and Douglas, 
her brothers David, Jay and 
Richard, her sisters Barba-
ra and Judy. Family was ev-
erything to her. She also left 
behind her best girlfriends, 
Pat, Nancy, Florence, Dotty 
and Delores who loved her 
dearly.

Services will be held on 
Saturday, Jan. 17, 2026, at 
Keeney & Basford Funer-
al Home at 106 E Church 
St. Frederick, MD. at 2 p.m. 
Interment is at Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery. The family will 
receive visitors from 1 until 
2 p.m. 

In lieu of flowers contri-
butions in her name can be 
made to Frederick Health 
Hospice, 1 Frederick Health 
Way, Frederick, MD 21701. 
A special “Thank You” to 
the staff at Sunrise Senior 
Living for the gentle loving 
care you gave her during 
her stay. What a wonderful 
group of caregivers!

Don Sikes
Don Marquis Sikes, 95, 

died on Jan. 3, 2026, in Fred-
erick, MD. Don was born on 
March 29, 1930, in Muleshoe, 
TX. His parents, Easter Mau-
rie Arnold and James Lovic 
Sikes, predeceased him, as 
well as his former wife, Pa-
tricia Gay Carter, sister and 
brother-in-law, Donna Sue 
Sikes and Mike Mahoney, 
and wife Ann VanLieshout.

Don graduated from 
Spring Hill High School, Kil-
gore Junior College and Tex-
as Tech University where he 
earned a degree in chem-
istry. He was drafted into 
the U.S. Army and was sta-
tioned in Korea from 1952-
1954. He was assigned to the 
8th Army Chemical Corps 
and was responsible for gen-
erating large-area smoke 
screens to obscure military 
objectives from observation 
and attack. He first served 
as a Field Wireman and was 
honorably discharged as a 
Chemical Smoke Generator 
Operations Sergeant. He was 
awarded the Korean Service 
Medal with three bronze 
stars and multiple campaign 
ribbons. He will have a pri-
vate inurnment at the Ar-
lington National Cemetery 
in Arlington, VA.

In 1956, Don married and 
moved from Lubbock, TX to 
the Washington, DC met-
ropolitan area with Pat and 
over 30 years, they raised 
five children. Don began 
his federal career working 
for the Atomic Energy Com-
mission/Department of En-
ergy. In 1964, he transferred 
to Albuquerque, NM where 
he accepted a position as 
Branch Manager. In 1966, 
he transferred back to Mary-
land, built a home in Freder-
ick, and continued to work 
for the agency as a chemist 
statistician. After a 30-year 
federal career with the agen-
cy, Don retired and worked 
for SAIC. He traveled exten-
sively for his professional ca-
reer which spanned 50 years.

After Don retired in the 
mid-1990s, he moved to 
Lewes, DE. He built a sec-
ond home in Deep Creek 
Lake and was very generous 
in inviting family and friends 
to vacation in both homes. 
He and his wife, Ann, lived 
in Milford, DE for 19 years, 
cruising to warm destina-

tions, travelling out west, 
and visiting Ann’s family 
in Holland. After Ann died 
in 2023, Don moved back 
to Frederick to live with his 
daughter, Susan, and her 
husband, Matt.

Don loved the outdoors 
and was an expert angler, 
traveling throughout the 
United States, in search of 
great flyfishing streams, still-
ness and sunlight. He made 
lifelong friends on his jour-
neys to his favorite fish-
ing spots in the northwest 
and often revisited Nation-
al parks.

He was a true Texan and 
fortunate to have lived a long 
and full life. He was honest, 
direct, and straightforward 
in his words and actions. He 
was spirited, had a conta-
gious and hearty laugh, and 
was true to his word. He lived 
his life with no regrets and 
repeatedly told his children, 
while laughing, “You’re gon-
na miss me when I die.”

Survivors include his 
five children, Karen M. Pla 
(Wilfred), Linda L. Selzer 
(Kirk), Mark W. Sikes (Lau-
ren), Susan E. Shelton (Mat-
thew), and Diane E. Sikes, 
ten grandchildren (Rebec-
ca, Caitlin, Breanne, Luc-
ie, Thomas, Meghan, Parker, 
Allyson, Andrew and Han-
nah), one great-grandson 
(Osborn), his brother Jim E. 
Sikes (Brenda), his nephew 
James B. Sikes (Haley), Ann’s 
children Rich (Sally) and 
Dan (Currie), and multiple 
cousins and dear friends.

And yes, Dad/Don, we all 
miss you. Very much!

A celebration of life ser-
vice and reception will be 
held at the Shookstown So-
cial Hall at 7535 Old Receiver 
Road, Frederick, MD 21702 
on Sunday, March 29, 2026, 
from 1-4 p.m.

Richard Codey, long-
serving New Jersey 
politician, dies at 79

Associated Press file photo

New Jersey State Sen. and 
former Democratic Gov. 
Richard Codey attends a joint 
session of the Legislature at 
the statehouse, in Trenton, 
N.J., on Jan. 10, 2023.


