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By ALEXANDER DACY
adacy@newspost.com

When she steps in the circle, 
Linganore senior right-hander 
Caitlin Jacobs quite literally 
blocks out the noise.

“I don’t hear anyone. Like 
when I’m on the field, my dad 
is over there screaming. I don’t 
hear him,” Jacobs said. “I just 
don’t hear anyone, anything, 
and I’m just in it.”

She said she has no idea how 
she managed to make that met-

aphor a reality; it’s something 
she’s always done. But it’s a zen 
mentality that can rub off on 
the Lancers, and her focused, 
chilled-out demeanor calms her 
teammates.

In that respect, she was the 
perfect person for Linganore 
softball head coach Andrea 
Poffinberger to stick in the circle 
against Urbana on Wednesday.

Coming off their first loss 
of the season, the Lancers pig-
gybacked off Jacobs’ com-
plete-game effort to get back 
in the win column with an 8-2 
home victory over the Hawks.

“She definitely does a good 
job of keeping the ball in the 
strike zone for sure. She hits her 
spots really well and makes my 
job really easy,” Linganore junior 

catcher Lilly Trunnell said. “Our 

defense can definitely see, she 

goes in, she pounds a few strikes 
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Sports Local Roundup: Smith fans 
17 as Cougars blank Roaders

B3

UP NEXT
 What: Royals at Orioles 
 When: 7 p.m., Friday 
 TV: MASN

SOFTBALL

BASEBALL

 Linganore 8, Urbana 2

 Brunswick 9, Catoctin 4

ON THE WEB
 View a gallery of photos: fredericknewspost.com/sports

Candace Buckner
The Washington Post

At her own personal Su-
per Bowl, D.C. Mayor 

Muriel E. Bowser (D) raised 
both hands and pumped her 
fists. She waved like a royal, 
then returned the applause 
back to a room that was filled 
with her loudest supporters 
placed in the most prime lo-
cations. She celebrated all 
the way to her seat, flanked 
by Washington Commanders 
majority owner Josh Harris 
and Roger Goodell, commis-
sioner of the whole NFL. Be-
cause she did it.

She will go down as the 
mayor who not only saved 
two of the city’s sports fran-
chises, but the one who (pos-
sibly) brought football back 
to the District. The Com-

manders and the city agreed 
on a deal to build a new sta-
dium and further develop 
the neighborhood surround-
ing the old RFK site. And this 
comes on the heels of Bows-
er striking 
a deal with 
Ted Leonsis, 
the head of 
Monumen-
tal Sports & 
Entertainment, to keep the 
Capitals and Wizards in the 
Gallery Place/Chinatown 
neighborhood for the next 
quarter of a century.

All that’s needed now to 
move forward with the $3.7 
billion deal and cement 
Bowser’s legacy as the May-
or of Sportstown, USA, is the 

approval of the D.C. Coun-
cil, but that was such a tri-
fling, little detail Monday 
morning as dozens and doz-
ens of overjoyed football fans 
celebrated the city’s favorite 

sports fran-
chise possibly 
coming back 
home.

If she 
wanted to, 

Bowser could have lapped 
the grand room at the Na-
tional Press Club, high-fiv-
ing every legend in the room 
from Joe Gibbs to Eleanor 
Holmes Norton. She didn’t, 
but after starting her remarks 
with a callout — “Promise 
made,” to which plenty in the 
crowd roared back: “Promise 

kept!” — Bowser could have 
then simply dropped the mic 
and walked off stage, star-
ing down any journalist who 
would dare question how her 
promise might impact the 
real residents of the neigh-
borhood. Instead, Bowser re-
mained dignified during the 
single most important day of 
her career. But make no mis-
take, this was her trophy.

She did it.
In her decade leading the 

city, Bowser has taken plen-
ty of shots for what has gone 
wrong under her watch. 
Some of the criticism is fair; 
other issues have been out of 
her control (unless of course 

The people want their fun and games, and D.C.’s mayor listened

Photo by John McDonnell, for The Washington Post

Washington, D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser, right, and 
Commanders owner Josh Harris prepare to announce a deal 
to bring the team back to the nation’s capital Monday.

Staff photo by Ric Dugan

Linganore pitcher Caitlin Jacobs winds up to deliver against Urbana in Wednesday’s game at Linganore High School.

‘IN IT’ 
TO WIN IT

Staff photo by Ric Dugan

Linganore’s Sydney Mott, left, and Elena Doyle celebrate their runs 
in the first inning against Urbana on Wednesday.

Roaders 
win behind 
Pearre’s 
arm, bat 
By GREG SWATEK
gswatek@newspost.com

THURMONT — During his teach-
er-aide period Wednesday at Brunswick 
High School, senior Colin Pearre was told 
by longtime baseball coach Roger Daw-
son that he would be pitching later that 
afternoon at Catoctin.

It had been nine days since Pearre, one 
of the Railroaders’ top pitchers this sea-
son, was on the mound.

Dawson was trying to line him up for 
Saturday’s scheduled game against Clear 
Spring that could have determined the top 
seed in the regional playoffs. But Dawson 
said Wednesday that game was unlikely to 
happen now since the Blazers had played 
too many games this week. The weather 
forecast also isn’t good for Saturday.

“We needed him to throw. We need-
ed to stretch him out, and we did that to-
day,” Dawson said. “He can’t go for 10 to 
12 days without pitching.”

Well-rested but lacking his best stuff, 
Pearre was still more than good enough 
to lead Brunswick to a 9-4 victory over Ca-
toctin.

He worked into the seventh inning 
and didn’t surrender much more than 
the bloop single here and the occasion-
al walk there to improve to 5-1 as a start-
er this season.

“I struggled a little bit, but the defense 
helped me and the bats were there,” Pe-
arre said. “You can’t ask for much more 
than that.”

Brunswick (14-4) finished with nine 
hits. Pearre had two of them batting sec-
ond in the order, including a single to cen-
ter that scored two as part of a three-run 
third inning for the Railroaders. He lat-
er knocked in another run for Brunswick 
with a sacrifice fly to left in the seventh.

“His bat has been good,” Dawson said. 
“He’s playing well.”

In previous seasons, Pearre was bat-
ting fifth for the Railroaders, which meant 
he was always unsure if he would be 

Jacobs’ zen demeanor in circle 
helps Lancers rebound, beat rivals

INSIDE
 High School Hangout: Spring 

sports standings, statistics and 
rankings, B4

(See FUN B2)

(See JACOBS B2)

Associated Press

Capitals left wing Alex Ovechkin celebrates his goal 
Wednesday in the first period of Game 5 of their first-
round playoff series against the Canadiens.

By SAM COHN
Baltimore Sun

Ryan Mountcastle turned 
on a hanging slider and 
crushed it toward the left 
field porch, Camden Yards’ 
new addition once thought 
to become his best friend. 
The first baseman smirked as 
he rounded second and rev-
eled in the rest of the slow 
jog (26.48 seconds) — the 
fourth-slowest home run trot 

by an Oriole this year.
After an 0-for-18 slump — 

“really going through it,” as 
his manager put it — Mount-
castle could finally sigh some 
relief. And it couldn’t have 
come at a better time.

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Alex Ovechkin scored on a la-
ser of a shot off a faceoff, Lo-
gan Thompson made some 
spectacular saves among his 
28 and the Washington Cap-
itals beat the Montreal Can-
adiens 4-1 in Game 5 of their 
first-round series Wednesday 
night to advance in the NHL 
playoffs.

It’s the Capitals’ first se-
ries win since capturing the 
Stanley Cup in 2018, and they 
clinched at home for the first 
time since 2015. They face the 

Carolina Hurricanes in the 
second round with a spot in 
the Eastern Conference final 
at stake.

Ovechkin led the way with 
his power-play goal 11 min-
utes in, setting off chants of 
“Ovi! Ovi!” from the juiced up 
crowd. Pierre-Luc Dubois de-
livered a perfect pass to Jakob 
Chychrun, who beat Jakub 
Dobes just over two minutes 
later. Tom Wilson provided a 
valuable insurance goal late 

Mountcastle HR 
ignites O’s to series 
win over Yankees

Ovechkin, Caps 
eliminate Habs

(See MOUNTCASTLE B2)

(See ROADERS B2)

(See CAPS B2)
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American League
East Division
 W L Pct GB
New York 18 13 .581 —
Boston 17 15 .531 1½
Tampa Bay 14 16 .467 3½
Toronto 14 16 .467 3½
Baltimore 12 18 .400 5½
Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Detroit 19 12 .613 —
Cleveland 17 13 .567 1½
Kansas City 16 15 .516 3
Minnesota 13 18 .419 6
Chicago 7 23 .233 11½
West Division
 W L Pct GB
Seattle 18 12 .600 —
Houston 16 14 .533 2
Texas 16 14 .533 2
Athletics 15 15 .500 3
Los Angeles 12 17 .414 5½
Tuesday’s Games

Cleveland 2, Minnesota 1
N.Y. Yankees 15, Baltimore 3
Boston 10, Toronto 2
Kansas City 3, Tampa Bay 1
Milwaukee 7, Chicago White Sox 2
Texas 15, Athletics 2
Houston 6, Detroit 4
Seattle 5, L.A. Angels 3

Wednesday’s Games
Detroit 7, Houston 4
Seattle 9, L.A. Angels 3
Cleveland 4, Minnesota 2
Kansas City 3, Tampa Bay 0
Baltimore 5, N.Y. Yankees 4
Toronto 7, Boston 6, 10 innings
Milwaukee 6, Chicago White Sox 4
Athletics at Texas, late

Thursday’s Games
Kansas City (Lugo 2-3) at Tampa Bay (Baz 

3-0), 1:10 p.m.
Minnesota (Woods Richardson 2-2) at 

Cleveland (Lively 1-2), 1:10 p.m.
Milwaukee (Patrick 1-2) at Chicago White Sox 

(Burke 1-4), 2:10 p.m.
Athletics (Springs 3-3) at Texas (Mahle 3-0), 

2:35 p.m.
Boston (Houck 0-2) at Toronto (Berríos 1-1), 

7:07 p.m.
Detroit (Mize 4-1) at L.A. Angels (Kikuchi 

0-4), 9:38 p.m.

Orioles 5, Yankees 4

New York      Baltimore     
 ab r h bi   ab r h bi 
Goldschmidt 1b 5 1 1 1  Mullins cf 5 0 1 0 
Grisham cf 4 1 1 0  Henderson ss 4 1 1 0 
Judge rf 3 1 3 3  Rutschman c 3 1 2 1 
Rice dh 4 0 0 0  O’Hearn dh 2 0 0 0 
Volpe ss 3 0 1 0  Laureano lf-rf 4 0 0 0 
Wells c 4 0 1 0  Holliday 2b 4 1 1 1 
Reyes 2b 2 0 0 0  Mountcastle 1b 4 1 1 2 
Bellinger ph 1 0 0 0  Kjerstad rf 4 0 2 0 
Cabrera 3b 0 0 0 0  Carlson pr-lf 0 0 0 0 
J.Domínguez lf 4 0 0 0  Urías 3b 4 1 2 1 
Peraza 3b-2b 3 1 0 0       
Totals 33 4 7 4  Totals 34 5 10 5 
New York 200 010 100 — 4

Baltimore 040 010 00x — 5
E—Volpe (2), Soto (1). DP—New York 1, Baltimore 
0. LOB—New York 7, Baltimore 8. HR—Judge (10), 
Goldschmidt (2), Mountcastle (2), Urías (2). 
SB—Henderson (3), Kjerstad (1).
 IP  H R ER BB SO
New York       
Carrasco L,2-2 3 1-3 8 4 4 0 5
Hill 1  0 1 1 2 0
Cruz 1 2-3 0 0 0 0 4
Williams 1  0 0 0 1 1
Leiter 1  2 0 0 0 2
Baltimore       
Povich 4 2-3 3 3 3 3 2
S.Domínguez  1-3 1 0 0 0 0
Akin H,5 1  2 1 1 1 3
Cano H,6  2-3 1 0 0 0 0
Soto H,7  1-3 0 0 0 0 0
Baker W,2-0 1  0 0 0 1 2
Bautista S,5-5 1  0 0 0 0 1

Hill pitched to 4 batters in the 5th, Akin 
pitched to 1 batter in the 7th.

WP—Povich.
T—2:54. A—22,381 (45,971).

National League
East Division
 W L Pct GB
New York 21 10 .677 —
Philadelphia 17 13 .567 3½
Atlanta 14 16 .467 6½
Washington 13 18 .419 8
Miami 12 18 .400 8½
Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Chicago 18 13 .581 —
Cincinnati 16 15 .516 2
Milwaukee 16 15 .516 2
St. Louis 14 17 .452 4
Pittsburgh 12 19 .387 6
West Division
 W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 21 10 .677 —
San Diego 19 11 .633 1½
San Francisco 19 12 .613 2
Arizona 16 14 .533 4½
Colorado 5 25 .167 15½
Tuesday’s Games

Chicago Cubs 9, Pittsburgh 0
N.Y. Mets 8, Arizona 3
Philadelphia 7, Washington 6
Milwaukee 7, Chicago White Sox 2
Atlanta 8, Colorado 2
San Diego 7, San Francisco 4
L.A. Dodgers 15, Miami 2
St. Louis at Cincinnati, ppd.

Wednesday’s Games
St. Louis 6, Cincinnati 0, 1st game
Colorado 2, Atlanta 1
L.A. Dodgers 12, Miami 7
San Diego 5, San Francisco 3
St. Louis 9, Cincinnati 1, 2nd game
Philadelphia 7, Washington 2
Pittsburgh 4, Chicago Cubs 3
Arizona 4, N.Y. Mets 3
Milwaukee 6, Chicago White Sox 4

Thursday’s Games
Chicago Cubs (Rea 1-0) at Pittsburgh (Skenes 

3-2), 12:35 p.m.
St. Louis (Liberatore 2-2) at Cincinnati 

(Abbott 2-0), 12:40 p.m.
Arizona (Gallen 1-4) at N.Y. Mets (Senga 3-1), 

1:10 p.m.
Milwaukee (Patrick 1-2) at Chicago White Sox 

(Burke 1-4), 2:10 p.m.
Washington (Lord 0-3) at Philadelphia 

(Walker 1-2), 6:45 p.m.
Colorado (Freeland 0-4) at San Francisco 

(Verlander 0-2), 9:45 p.m.

Phillies 7, Nationals 2

Washington      Philadelphia     
 ab r h bi   ab r h bi 
Abrams ss 3 0 1 0  Stott 2b 5 1 2 1 
Rosario 2b 4 0 1 1  Turner ss 3 1 0 0 
Wood lf 3 0 0 0  Harper 1b 3 1 1 0 
Lowe 1b 3 0 1 1  Schwarber dh 3 1 1 3 
Bell dh 4 0 0 0  Castellanos rf 4 0 1 1 
Crews rf 4 0 0 0  Realmuto c 4 2 2 1 
K.Ruiz c 4 0 1 0  Kepler lf 4 1 1 1 
Tena 3b 4 0 0 0  Sosa 3b 4 0 0 0 
Young cf 2 2 1 0  Rojas cf 4 0 2 0 
Totals 31 2 5 2  Totals 34 7 10 7 
Washington 001 010 000 — 2

Philadelphia 300 111 01x — 7
E—Tena (1). DP—Washington 1, Philadelphia 1. 
LOB—Washington 6, Philadelphia 6. 2B—Lowe 
(6), Harper (6). HR—Schwarber (9), Kepler (3), 
Realmuto (2). SB—Stott (7), Rojas (4).
 IP  H R ER BB SO
Washington       
Irvin L,2-1 6  8 6 6 3 2
Poche 1  0 0 0 0 0
Salazar 1  2 1 1 0 0
Philadelphia       
Sánchez W,3-1 5  5 2 2 3 6
J.Ruiz H,3 1 1-3 0 0 0 0 2
Banks 1 2-3 0 0 0 0 4
Hernández 1  0 0 0 0 0

HBP—Sánchez (Abrams).
T—2:17. A—37,713 (42,901).

NBA Playoffs
FIRST ROUND
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
Wednesday, April 30

Houston 131, Golden State 116, Golden State 
leads series 3 — 2

Minnesota at L.A. Lakers, late

NHL Playoffs

Capitals 4, Canadiens 1

Montreal 0 0 1 — 1
Washington 2 1 1 — 4

First Period—1, Washington, Ovechkin 4 
(Strome), 9:12 (pp). 2, Washington, Chychrun 2 
(Wilson, Dubois), 11:15. Penalties—Dubois, WSH 
(Interference), 7:06; Slafkovsky, MTL (Slashing), 
8:34; Duhaime, WSH (Roughing), 13:50.

Second Period—3, Washington, Wilson 
2 (Strome, Carlson), 16:59 (pp). Penalties—
Matheson, MTL (Slashing), 5:45; Evans, MTL 
(Holding), 16:41.

Third Period—4, Montreal, Heineman 1 
(Kapanen, Armia), 2:40. 5, Washington, Duhaime 
3 (McMichael), 19:34 (en). Penalties—None.

Shots on Goal—Montreal 9-6-14—29. 
Washington 11-9-8—28.

Power-play opportunities—Montreal 0 of 
2; Washington 2 of 3.

Goalies—Montreal, Dobes 1-2-0 (27 
shots-24 saves). Washington, Thompson 4-1-0 
(29-28).

A—18,573 (18,277). T—2:36.

FIRST ROUND
(Best-of-7)
(x-if necessary)
Monday, April 28

Florida 4, Tampa Bay 2, Florida wins series 
4 — 1

Dallas 6, Colorado 2, Dallas leads series 3 — 2
Tuesday, April 29

Ottawa 4, Toronto 0, Toronto leads series 
3 — 2

Carolina 5, New Jersey 4, 2OT, Carolina wins 
series 4 — 1

Vegas 3, Minnesota 2, OT, Vegas leads series 
3 — 2

Edmonton 3, Los Angeles 1, Edmonton leads 
series 3 — 2
Wednesday, April 30

Washington 4, Montreal 1, Washington wins 
series 4 — 1

Florida 6, Tampa Bay 3
St. Louis at Winnipeg, late

Thursday, May 1
Toronto at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Vegas at Minnesota, 7:30 p.m.
Dallas at Colorado, 9:30 p.m.
Los Angeles at Edmonton, 10 p.m.

Friday, May 2
Winnipeg at St. Louis, TBA

Area Schedule
Thursday, May 1
Baseball-Softball

South Hagerstown at Oakdale, 4:30
Thomas Johnson at Walkersville, 4:30

Softball
St. John’s at Roland Park, 4
Catoctin at Urbana, 4:30

Boys Lacrosse
Indian Creek at St. John’s, 4:30
Towson at Urbana, 6
Catoctin at South Carroll, 6:30
Boonsboro at Thomas Johnson, 7
Middletown at Oakdale, 7
Linganore at Walkersville, 7

Girls Lacrosse
Urbana at Towson, 5:15
Thomas Johnson at Boonsboro, 6
Brunswick at Tuscarora, 7
South Carroll at Catoctin, 7
Walkersville at Linganore, 7
Oakdale at Middletown, 7

Track and Field
CMC Large Schools Championships at South 

Hagerstown HS, 3
Tennis

Linganore at Frederick, 2:30
South Hagerstown at Oakdale, 4
Urbana at Tuscarora, 4
Thomas Johnson at Walkersville, 4

College Softball
MAC Commonwealth Tournament in Grantham, 

Pa.
Hood vs. Eastern, 1

College Track and Field
Hood at MAC Championships

Major League Baseball

Major League Baseball
TODAY
COLLEGE BASEBALL
7 p.m.

ACCN — Louisville at Notre Dame
ESPN2 — Texas at Arkansas

COLLEGE LACROSSE (MEN’S)
5 p.m.

BTN — Big Ten Tournament: Rutgers vs. Ohio St., 
Semifinal, Ann Arbor, Mich.
6 p.m.

CBSSN — Big East Tournament: Marquette vs. 
Georgetown, Semifinal, Denver
7:30 p.m.

BTN — Big Ten Tournament: Penn St. vs. Maryland, 
Semifinal, Ann Arbor, Mich.
9 p.m.

CBSSN — Big East Tournament: Marquette vs. 
Georgetown, Semifinal, Denver
COLLEGE SOFTBALL
6 p.m.

SECN — Oklahoma at Florida
GOLF
4 p.m.

GOLF — PGA Tour: The CJ Cup Byron Nelson, First 
Round, TPC Craig Ranch, McKinney, Texas
7 p.m.

GOLF — LPGA Tour: The Black Desert Championship, 
First Round, Black Desert Golf Course, Ivins, Utah

10 p.m.
FS1 — LIV Golf Korea: First Round, Jack Nicklaus Golf 

Club, Incheon, South Korea
MIXED MARTIAL ARTS
10 p.m.

ESPN2 — 2025 PFL Tournament First Round: 
Heavyweights and Light Heavyweights, Orlando, Fla.
MLB
1 p.m.

MLBN — Regional Coverage: Minnesota at Cleve-
land (1:10 p.m.) OR Arizona at N.Y. Mets (1:10 p.m.)
6:45 p.m.

MASN — Washington at Philadelphia
7 p.m.

MLBN — Boston at Toronto
9:30 p.m.

MLBN — Regional Coverage: Colorado at San 
Francisco (9:45 p.m.) OR Detroit at L.A. Angels 
(9:35 p.m.)
NBA
7:30 p.m.

TNT, TRUTV — Eastern Conference First Round 
Playoff: New York at Detroit, Game 6
10 p.m.

TNT, TRUTV — Western Conference First Round 
Playoff: Denver at L.A. Clippers, Game 6
NHL
7 p.m.

TBS — Eastern Conference First Round Playoff: 
Toronto at Ottawa, Game 6
7:30 p.m.

ESPN — Western Conference First Round Playoff: 
Vegas at Minnesota, Game 6
9:30 p.m.

TBS — Western Conference First Round Playoff: 
Dallas at Colorado, Game 6
10 p.m.

ESPN — Western Conference First Round Playoff: 
Los Angeles at Edmonton, Game 6
SOCCER (MEN’S)
2:30 p.m.

USA — English Premier League: Brentford FC at 
Nottingham Forest
2:55 p.m.

CBSSN — UEFA Europa League: Bodo/Glimt at 
Tottenham Hotspur, Semifinal — Leg 1
9:55 p.m.

FS2 — CONCACAF Champions Cup: Tigres UANL at 
Cruz Azul, Semifinal — Leg 2
TENNIS
7 a.m.

TENNIS — Madrid-ATP Quarterfinal
10 a.m.

TENNIS — Madrid-WTA Semifinals; Madrid-ATP 
Singles and Doubles Quarterfinals

she’s personally responsi-
ble for rodents overrunning 
the city).

Bowser is the hometown 
elected official, the city’s cho-
sen champion, and she has 
prioritized arenas and stadi-
ums as the foundation of her 
legacy. So Monday felt as sig-
nificant as a Super Bowl win. 
Because with all of its antici-
pation of a shiny, new stadi-
um sold out by Commanders 
games or Beyoncé concerts, 
any and everything seems 
possible.

“Washington sports teams 
should play in Washington,” 
Bowser has said. “The sports 
economy, sometimes it gets 
minimized to, like, fun and 
games. But it’s dollars and 
sense.”

Bowser loves that 
well-crafted line, and she will 
use it often to explain how 
sports can drive economic 
growth in a city. But she’s no 
robot, echoing talking points. 
She will push back when she 
feels her big ideas are being 
questioned. She will defend 
them, safeguarding her lega-
cy. After all, “the mayor who 
brought the NFL back” is a 
heck of a first line in an obit-
uary. So when a television re-
porter challenged Bowser on 
how she can justify this par-
ticular development in light 
of the city’s current budget 
crisis, she was ready.

“We’re not talking about 
the … [fiscal year 2025] sum-
mer crises. We’re not talking 
about that. What we’re 
talking about is our future,” 
Bowser said before getting 
drowned out by applause, 
whistles and the shouts of 
several vocal supporters: 
“That’s right!” and “All right!”

“You know what our job is 
right now? Our job is replace 
economic activity for 40,000 
people,” Bowser said, only 
stopping when a man shout-
ed: “Go ’head!”

A dramatic pause fol-

lowed before she continued, 
her congregants eating up 
every word.

“If we don’t make some 
change, they may not have 
their jobs. (“Ohkay!”) If we 
don’t make some change, 
they may not live here. So our 
job is to advance a budget 
that is bold and that invests 
in growth. … If you need to 
add revenue, as we do, you 
can’t leave 180 acres vacant. 
(“Mmmhmm!”) If you need 
to add jobs, as we do, you 
cannot wait for an anchor to 
show up to start developing 
there. (“That’s right!”) When 
you need to attract business, 
you have to be about busi-
ness.”

At this point, the whole 
room was applauding. 
When Bowser finally fin-
ished, Goodell leaned over 
and whispered something, 
to which she responded: 
“Thank you.”

Well, she did it.
The proposed stadium 

would be built in a gentri-
fied neighborhood that has 
changed so much from its 
Black middle class roots that 
Kingman Park residents cre-
ated a portion of the precinct 
that voted for Trump more 
than any other place in the 
District. Since the 1990s and 
the slow melting away of a 
“Chocolate City,” the trend 
shows that Black residents 
won’t make up the majority 
of the newest neighbors who 
would move into the thou-
sands of homes promised in 
the neighborhood.

But, she did it.
A few blocks away from 

the whoops and cheers hap-
pening downtown sat a 
man on the sidewalk of 14th 
Street. He could not have 
been past his 30s. Whether 
he makes his home on that 
street, not sure, but clearly, 
he’s living a life that has gone 
off script from the Amer-
ican Dream. In a city that 
boasts a population of just 
over 700,000 but with more 

people experiencing home-
lessness than the states of Ar-
kansas and Mississippi com-
bined (two of the highest 
poverty rates in the country), 
that man asking for money 
outside a convenience store 
might be viewed as nothing 
more than a statistic by the 
office workers and tourists 
passing by.

But she did it.
The federal labor mar-

ket in the District is drown-
ing because of mass layoffs 
conducted by the Trump 
administration. The aver-
age 20-something makes just 
enough to live in a dwelling 
shared by roommates. The 
city’s Vision Zero road safety 
initiatives can feel more like 
‘Zero Vision’ by the pedes-
trians and cyclists who still 
have to dodge drivers wield-
ing their vehicles like deadly 
weapons. We have no state-
hood. And the rats suck.

But Bowser did it.
She’s on the doorstep of 

bringing the Command-
ers back home. A feat her 
predecessors could not ac-
complish, because she rec-
ognized the importance of 
dollars and sense. The peo-
ple want fun and games. 
They want the prestige and 
the opening shot of the Cap-
itol on Fox telecasts before 
kickoffs. They want to stick 
their chests out Monday 
and feel good about being a 
Commanders fan. They want 
the ever-expanding blob 
called the NFL that devours 
everything in its path in their 
city, too. And hey, if some 
dollars get thrown around 
to create some hourly wage 
jobs or a park kids can play 
at, then great.

The people, shouting 
from the amen choir in a 
downtown press room or 
throughout social media or 
anywhere around the city, 
want sports. Bowser’s legacy 
will be that she heard them, 
loud and clear.

DC mayor delivers fun and games
(Continued from B1)

in, and it kind of relaxes ev-
eryone. Everyone’s like, ‘OK, 
we’re good. Caitlin’s got us.’”

There’s no better example 
than the first inning Wednes-
day, when Urbana put two 
runners in scoring position 
with one out and could have 
sent the Lancers to another 
early deficit. But Jacobs got 
back to work, inducing a pop-
out and strikeout to strand 
those Hawks.

Linganore (16-1) then 
thanked its pitcher by putting 
up five runs in the bottom of 
the frame, scoring more runs 
in that inning than Urbana 
(11-5) had allowed in a full 
game all season. Jacobs, nat-
urally, capped that outburst 
with a two-run single.

“That’s not what we did 
[Monday] against Walkers-
ville, and that’s what put us 
behind,” Jacobs said.

Indeed, the Lancers spi-
raled against the Lions to a 
mercy-rule defeat thanks in 
part to an eight-run second 
inning in which just about ev-
erything went wrong.

But Linganore showed a 
critical ability to bounce back 
Wednesday, and Poffinberg-
er said the first five innings 

against Urbana were the ex-
act response she wanted 
from her squad.

“It’s kind of good to lose,” 
Jacobs said. “We were getting 
really in our heads. We were 
getting kind of cocky. … It was 
good to let us reset.”

Jacobs, one-half of Lin-
ganore’s regular rotation with 
junior Courtney Boltz, was a 
key piece of that.

She went the distance in 
the circle Wednesday, scat-
tering seven hits and two un-
earned runs while striking 
out 12, sealing the contest 
with a pair of punchouts. Ja-
cobs had a two-hit day at the 
plate.

“She’s the most, calm, 
even-keeled in the place and 
the goofiest person you could 
ever meet outside of the 
mound,” Poffinberger said. 
“She did a nice job. Her and 
Lilly together settled in.”

That battery let the bats 
pick them up.

Freshman right field-
er Elena Doyle finished the 
afternoon 3-for-3, includ-
ing a fourth-inning double, 
with two runs scored for the 
Lancers, and junior short-
stop Bradyn MacKay finished 
with two hits and an RBI. Ju-
nior first baseman Sydney 

Mott knocked a two-run sin-
gle, while sophomore third 
baseman Emilee Bowyer and 
freshman left fielder Maken-
na Roberts each drove in a 
run.

Hawks junior right field-
er Ellary Catino, a defensive 
replacement, cranked a two-
out, two-strike, two-run triple 
in the sixth inning to break 
the shutout, taking advantage 
of a Linganore error that ex-
tended the frame.

Junior shortstop Lo 
McAnaw had two hits, while 
senior third baseman Cait-
lyn Crotty, junior right fielder 
Audrey Molnar and freshman 
center fielder Alaina Molnar 
each doubled in a game in 
which Urbana only had two 
starters in their regular posi-
tions.

“I just wanted to give some 
of the younger girls an oppor-
tunity to get experience in a 
big-game atmosphere be-
cause we have playoffs com-
ing up,” Hawks coach Frank 
Husson said. “I would rather 
they get that experience out 
here against a quality team 
like Linganore than advance 
to a regional semifinal, re-
gional final or even states and 
get thrown to the lions there.”

Jacobs ‘in it’ to win it
(Continued from B1)

The Orioles were lit up 
Tuesday on a night the of-
fense looked stale. Their 
Wednesday rubber match 
with the New York Yankees 
opened with Aaron Judge 
clubbing a 426-foot, two-run 
bomb. Here we go again, the 
pockets of orange in atten-
dance thought. Baltimore 
needed a spark. Any kind of 
life.

Mountcastle’s revival did 
just that. His two-run home 
run did half the work of a cru-
cial second inning in Balti-
more’s narrow 5-4 rubber 
match win over the Yankees. 
It marked their second series 
win of the season.

The Orioles (12-18) have 
struggled to cobble togeth-
er four runs in a game, never 
mind a single inning. Ramón 
Urías homered two bat-
ters after Mountcastle. Then 
Gunnar Henderson singled 
and stole second before Ad-
ley Rutschman pushed him 
across with a bloop single to 
right field.

When Jackson Holliday 
punched a ground ball for a 
run-scoring fielder’s choice 
in the fifth, it marked the first 
time the Orioles had scored 

at least five runs in 11 days 
(nine games). The last time 
was a 9-5 win over the Cin-
cinnati Reds on April 19.

Mountcastle helped turn 
on the ignition, even if the 
Orioles failed to add any in-
surance late.

At the outset of the sea-
son, Mountcastle spoke can-
didly about the mental hur-
dle of the old left field wall. 
Baltimore’s best healthy 
right-handed hitter talked 
about trying to work the mid-
dle of the field more knowing 
how much tougher it would 
be to clear the left field wall. 
When it moved in, Mount-
castle figured to be the team’s 
most obvious beneficiary.

His only other home run 
this season came against To-
ronto on April 13. That, too, 
was deposited into the left 
field porch. Mountcastle has 
been stale at the plate since. 
Wednesday could help turn 
a corner.

Orioles starter Cade Po-
vich did something much 
of the starting rotation has 
struggled to do as of late, 
which is give Baltimore a 
chance. He pitched 4 2-3 with 
three walks, a pair of strike-
outs and two home runs.

The spotlight turned to the 

shaky bullpen.
Fast forward to the ninth. 

The lights at Camden Yards 
dimmed. The whistle sound-
ed with a one-run advantage. 
And those in orange rose to 
their feet, confident in the 
All-Star closer who has now 
saved five games this season. 
It was the perfect set up.

Félix Bautista did the rest, 
closing out a much-needed 
game and series win for Bal-
timore by striking out Trent 
Grisham swinging for the fi-
nal out with Judge looming 
on deck.

Before that, Keegan Akin 
worked his way into a bind al-
lowing two, one-out singles 
in the sixth before ringing 
up Pablo Reyes and Jasson 
Domínguez. Yennier Cano 
inherited a runner in the sev-
enth when Judge hit an RBI 
single.

Reliever Gregory Soto had 
the biggest scare of all. He 
misfired on a pick-off attempt 
to first, moving Judge to sec-
ond base. Then Ben Rice — 
who homered twice a night 
earlier — sent a rocket tow-
ering toward right field. Soto 
said a prayer into his glove as 
it careened down into Hes-
ton Kjerstad’s glove for the in-
ning’s final out.

coming up in the first inning.
Moving up to the No. 2 spot removed that 

uncertainty. But it created more pressure to 
get on base and set up teammates. He said it 
was daunting at first before settling into that 
spot nicely.

“It’s definitely a big uptick getting that 
guaranteed at-bat in the first inning,” he said. 
“I am able to get more at-bats, and I just feel 
more confident in that spot.”

After the offense got off to a slow start this 
season, the Railroaders moved sophomore 
Carter Vinar, who bats left-handed, into the 
leadoff spot and bumped former leadoff 
man, junior Nate Borawski, toward the bot-
tom of the order.

“It’s like having two leadoff guys at the top 
and bottom of the lineup,” Pearre said.

Ever since, there has been a noticeable 
increase in Brunswick’s run production.

“At the beginning of the year, we were 
struggling to put up more than three, four, 
five runs a game,” Pearre said. “I mean, this 
week, I think we have scored 12 or 13 runs. 

I think the energy, just from the guys that ar-
en’t playing, is a huge contribution. We’re 
having fun now. Everyone’s relaxed. Every-
one is getting into the game.”

Brunswick could have done even more 
damage Wednesday. But the Railroaders left 
the bases loaded in the second, fifth and sev-
enth innings.

Catoctin (5-11) really struggled with its 
pitching and defense. In addition to the nine 
hits allowed, the Cougars walked nine bat-
ters and hit six others. There were two balls 
dropped in the outfield.

“We’ve got to stay away from the walks, 
obviously. That’s been a thing all year,” Cato-
ctin’s first-year coach, Ken MacIvor, said.

“It’s frustrating. I know we can be doing 
better than what we are doing. But we’ve 
tried to look at the season like high school is. 
It’s basically 20 scrimmages to get ready for 
the playoffs since everybody gets in. We are 
trying guys at different spots, and trying to 
make sure, you know, can this guy do this? 
Can this guy do that? Trying to figure it out 
as we go here.”

Mountcastle ignites Orioles
(Continued from B1)

Roaders win behind Pearre’s arm, bat
(Continued from B1)

in the second period.
Fans expressed their appreciation for 

Thompson with chants of “LT! LT!” when he 
turned aside Kaiden Guhle on a three-on-
one rush and with under two minutes left 
when he flashed his glove to rob Nick Su-
zuki with Dobes pulled for an extra attack-
er. Brandon Duhaime sealed it with an emp-
ty-netter with 25.6 seconds left.

Thompson was at his best at the start 
when the Canadiens came out with the des-
peration expected from a team facing elim-
ination and then in the third when they 

pressed and tilted the ice toward him. Much 
like the final minutes of Game 2, Washing-
ton’s No. 1 goaltender kept the puck out of 
the net in crucial situations to pave the way 
to a victory — sometimes getting his masked 
head in the way of shots.

The Capitals asserted their dominance 
in the East’s 1 versus 8 series, a year after 
getting swept as the underdog in it by the 
New York Rangers. Banged up and without 
top goalie Sam Montembeault and scor-
ing winger Patrik Laine, the Canadiens got a 
goal from Emil Heineman but ultimately ran 
out of steam after going on a tear down the 
stretch late in the regular season.

Caps eliminate Habs
(Continued from B1)


