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By JACOB CALVIN MEYER 
Baltimore Sun

WEST SACRAMENTO, Ca-
lif. — The denial was there for 
Coby Mayo if he wanted to 
take it.

The sample sizes were mi-
nuscule. He wasn’t playing 
regularly. He’d been shuttled 
up and down from Norfolk.

All those valid reasons are 
a significant part of why the 
start to Mayo’s MLB career has 
been sour. The Orioles pros-
pect went 5-for-53 at the plate 
with 28 strikeouts in his first 
three stints in the show.

But Mayo isn’t in denial 
about the way he began his big 

league career. He’s not shying 
away from reality.

“I’ve accepted it. I’ve strug-
gled up here. And that’s OK,” 
Mayo said, almost as if he 
was repeating 
an inner dia-
logue. “You’re 
going to have 
more oppor-
tunities, and 
it’s about how 
you make the 
opportuni-
ties count and how long it can 
last.”

Serendipitously, as Mayo 
journeyed his way to accep-
tance, the roadblocks that 
caused this detour have tem-

porarily vanished, and Mayo 
is well aware of the runway 
ahead of him.

The news over the weekend 
that Ryan Mountcastle’s ham-
string strain will keep him out 
8-12 weeks was the latest inju-
ry in what’s been a disastrously 
unlucky season on that front. 
Despite a slow start, Mount-
castle was one of the Orioles’ 
most consistent hitters in May, 
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Sports Ex-Terps guard Gillespie to take 
Maryland NIL collective to court
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UP NEXT
 What: Tigers 

at Orioles 
 When: 6:45 

p.m. 
 TV: MASN 2

PRO BASKETBALL

LITTLE LEAGUE

SOFTBALL

O’s Mayo ready for best opportunity yet
‘Soul-searching,’ consistent playing time improves young infielder’s comfort level

Associated Press

The Orioles’ Coby Mayo has a 
hit in four of his six starts since 
being promoted in late May.

By WILL GRAVES
AP National Writer

PITTSBURGH — Matt Vogt was al-
ways going to be at the U.S. Open this 
week. The man who likes to plan had it 
all planned out.

He and his wife, Hilary, and their 
15-month-old daughter, Charlotte, 
and their dogs would make the near-
ly six-hour drive from the Indianapolis 
suburbs and then crash at his mom’s 
house in Cranberry, about 20 minutes 

from Oakmont.
At some point, the 34-year-old 

knew he’d make it out to the 
course where he spent five-ish 
years caddying, a job whose 
perks included the opportu-
nity to put a tee in the ground 
on Monday nights, some-
thing he admits now he didn’t 
do nearly often enough.

And the day after this year’s 
Open ended, Vogt would find himself 
back in the main office of the dental 

practice he opened in 2018.
That last part is still part of the 
plan, by the way.

It’s everything else about 
this trip that’s changed.

Three rounds of exqui-
sitely steady golf — the kind 
Vogt found so elusive as a 

“hot-headed” 20-year-old 
that he left his college team to 

focus on his other passion instead 
— will do that.

So yes, Vogt will be at Oakmont this 

week after qualifying for the 125th edi-
tion of the national championship. In 
essentially his hometown, on a course 
that certainly feels like home on Father’s 
Day weekend, just two months after los-
ing his father and biggest supporter, Jim, 
to colon cancer.

“This is pretty wild,” Vogt said on 
Monday while walking in for a news 
conference that carried on for more 
than 20 minutes, unheard of at a major 

US OPEN

Vogt once chose dentistry over golf — but learned he didn’t have to

Vogt

STAFF REPORT

Catoctin’s Taylor Smith capped her 
sensational softball career at Catoctin 
High School with her best season this 
spring.

And she was recognized for it Mon-
day when she was named the Gatorade 
Maryland Player of the Year, the highest 
individual honor a 
high school softball 
player can earn in 
the state.

Only one oth-
er Frederick Coun-
ty player, Urbana’s 
Delaney Reefe in 
2023, has ever been 
named the Player of 
the Year for softball 
in Maryland.

As an ace pitch-
er, Smith has been 
virtually unhittable 
for most of her career at Catoctin. But 
she might have been more so than ever 
this past season in leading the Cougars 
to their second state final in three years 
and second straight when she has been 
healthy enough to play for them.

She missed the 2024 season due to a 
knee injury suffered while playing bas-
ketball for Catoctin.

Smith tossed a perfect game and four 
additional no-hitters for the Cougars 
this season. Over 117 2-3 innings, she 
had the top record (18-1), ERA (.416) 
and strikeout total (287) in Frederick 
County. She finished with 741 strikeouts 
in three seasons at Catoctin.

But Smith was more than just a great 
pitcher. She was also one of the top hit-
ters in the state this season.

She batted second in the order for 
the Cougars and compiled a .430 aver-
age, proving her all-around versatility as 
a player.

It wasn’t just that she was piling up 
hits. It was the types of hits she was pro-
ducing, too.

Smith led Frederick County in both 
home runs (15) and RBIs (40).

Next year, she will play softball in col-
lege at the University of Virginia.

Editor’s note: The News-Post will have 
more on this story at a later date.

Cougars 
star Smith 
takes state’s
top honor
She is second in county 
history to earn Gatorade 
Maryland Player of the Year

Smith

By ALEXANDER DACY
adacy@newspost.com

When Brayden Mobley looked up as 
he rounded first base, he was surprised.

He sought the game-winning hit 
with the bases loaded, but he popped 
up the first pitch he saw. In his mind, it 
was a sure out.

So, when he saw his Brunswick Rail-
roaders Little League Nationals team-
mates streaming out of the dugout, arms 
up in celebration, it took a moment to 
sink in. The ball had fallen in behind a 
drawn-in infield, and he wasn’t out.

He had just won the game.
Mobley rounded the bases to meet 

his team along the third base line, and 

(See VOGT B2)

(See MAYO B3)

Mobley delivers 
Fogle winner 
for Brunswick

COWS MOOOOVING ON

(See MOBLEY B2)

Staff photos by Ric Dugan

The Frederick Flying Cows’ Tavares Sledge, right, and Quantel Denson celebrate the win over Raleigh in the Southeast Conference 
championship series on Monday at Hood College’s Woodsboro Bank Arena.

By GREG SWATEK
gswatek@newspost.com

Tavares Sledge knows there is 
more work to be done.

Even as a trophy was being 
passed around Monday night and 
Kool & the Gang’s “Celebration” 
blared from the speakers at Hood 
College’s Woodsboro Bank Arena.

Sledge has been through all of 
this before as a member of the Enid 
(Oklahoma) Outlaws, which won 
the championship of The Basketball 
League (TBL), a lower-tier profes-
sional league, in 2021. And now he is 
bringing that experience and cham-
pionship know-how to the Freder-
ick Flying Cows, a second-year TBL 
franchise.

Still, with commotion swirling all 
around him on the court as team-
mates, coaches and fans celebrat-
ed a 108-98 victory over the Raleigh 
(North Carolina) Firebirds, Sledge 
could appreciate the gravity of the 
moment and the importance of the 

step the Flying Cows just took, hav-
ing rallied from a game down in the 
best-of-three series and advancing 
to the Final Four of the TBL playoffs.

“I knew we had the chance of get-
ting here,” Sledge said as the Flying 
Cows (25-4) raised the trophy for 
winning the TBL’s Southeast Confer-
ence. “As long as we stick together, 
we’re gonna go even further.”

After a pretty stagnant first half 
Monday for Sledge and the Flying 
Cows, he helped ignite the spark for 

The Flying Cows’ Edward Dyson III goes to the basket 
against the Firebirds’ Alex Peacock on Monday.

Frederick ousts Firebirds, clinches Southeast 
Conference crown to reach Regional Finals series

UP NEXT
 What: Regional Final series, 

Flying Cows at Capital Seahawks 
 When: TBD    TV: TBL TV

ON THE WEB
 View a slide show:  

fredericknewspost.com/sports

 Flying Cows 108, Firebirds 98

(See COWS B2)
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American League
East Division
 W L Pct GB
New York 39 25 .609 —
Tampa Bay 35 30 .538 4½
Toronto 35 30 .538 4½
Boston 32 35 .478 8½
Baltimore 26 38 .406 13
Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Detroit 43 24 .642 —
Minnesota 35 30 .538 7
Cleveland 34 31 .523 8
Kansas City 34 32 .515 8½
Chicago 22 44 .333 20½
West Division
 W L Pct GB
Houston 36 29 .554 —
Seattle 33 31 .516 2½
Texas 31 35 .470 5½
Los Angeles 30 34 .469 5½
Athletics 26 41 .388 11
Sunday’s Games

Tampa Bay 3, Miami 2
Detroit 4, Chicago Cubs 0
Cleveland 4, Houston 2
Texas 4, Washington 2
Kansas City 7, Chicago White Sox 5
Minnesota 6, Toronto 3
Athletics 5, Baltimore 1
Seattle 3, L.A. Angels 2
Boston 11, N.Y. Yankees 7

Monday’s Games
Cincinnati 7, Cleveland 4
Tampa Bay at Boston, late
Toronto at St. Louis, late
Athletics at L.A. Angels, late
Seattle at Arizona, late

Tuesday’s Games
Detroit (Gipson-Long 0-0) at Baltimore (Povich 

1-4), 6:35 p.m.
Cincinnati (Abbott 5-1) at Cleveland (Cecconi 

1-2), 6:40 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Pepiot 3-5) at Boston (Giolito 1-1), 

7:10 p.m.
N.Y. Yankees (Fried 8-1) at Kansas City (Cameron 

2-1), 7:40 p.m.
Texas (Mahle 5-3) at Minnesota (TBD), 7:40 

p.m.
Toronto (Bassitt 6-3) at St. Louis (Mikolas 4-2), 

7:45 p.m.
Chicago White Sox (Smith 2-3) at Houston 

(McCullers 1-1), 8:10 p.m.
Athletics (Spence 2-1) at L.A. Angels (Soriano 

4-5), 9:38 p.m.
Seattle (Woo 5-3) at Arizona (Pfaadt 7-4), 

9:40 p.m.

LEADERS
BATTING—Judge, New York, .396; Ja.Wilson, 

Athletics, .372; Ramírez, Cleveland, .333; Aranda, 
Tampa Bay, .320; O’Hearn, Baltimore, .316; 
Peña, Houston, .316; M.Garcia, Kansas City, .312; 
Goldschmidt, New York, .312; Kwan, Cleveland, 
.309; Kirk, Toronto, .303.

RBI—Devers, Boston, 57; Judge, New York, 55; 
Raleigh, Seattle, 53; Torkelson, Detroit, 45; Ward, 
Los Angeles, 45; Greene, Detroit, 44; Soderstrom, 
Athletics, 44; Caminero, Tampa Bay, 40; Buxton, 
Minnesota, 38; Paredes, Houston, 38; Ja.Wilson, 
Athletics, 38; Pasquantino, Kansas City, 38.

HITS—Judge, New York, 95; Ja.Wilson, Athletics, 
93; Peña, Houston, 79; Ramírez, Cleveland, 79; 
Ja.Duran, Boston, 78; Kwan, Cleveland, 76; Witt, 
Kansas City, 75; Bichette, Toronto, 74; Gold-
schmidt, New York, 74; M.Garcia, Kansas City, 73.

DOUBLES—Butler, Athletics, 22; Witt, Kansas 
City, 22; Devers, Boston, 18; Volpe, New York, 18; 
Bichette, Toronto, 17; Bregman, Boston, 17; Ja.Du-
ran, Boston, 17; Judge, New York, 17; M.Garcia, 
Kansas City, 16; Perez, Kansas City, 16.

HOME RUNS—Raleigh, Seattle, 26; Judge, New 
York, 23; Ward, Los Angeles, 18; Torkelson, Detroit, 
15; Caminero, Tampa Bay, 15; O’Hoppe, Los 
Angeles, 14; Paredes, Houston, 14; Soderstrom, 
Athletics, 14; Devers, Boston, 14; 6 tied at 13.

PITCHING—Fried, New York, 8-1; H.Brown, 
Houston, 8-3; Rodón, New York, 8-4; Ryan, Min-
nesota, 7-2; Mize, Detroit, 6-1; Skubal, Detroit, 
6-2; deGrom, Texas, 6-2; Bassitt, Toronto, 6-3; 
Crochet, Boston, 6-4; Valdez, Houston, 6-4.

ERA—Bubic, Kansas City, 1.43; Eovaldi, Texas, 
1.56; Fried, New York, 1.78; H.Brown, Houston, 
1.82; Mahle, Texas, 2.02; deGrom, Texas, 2.12.

National League
East Division
 W L Pct GB
New York 42 24 .636 —
Philadelphia 38 28 .576 4
Washington 30 35 .462 11½
Atlanta 28 37 .431 13½
Miami 24 40 .375 17
Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Chicago 40 26 .606 —
St. Louis 36 29 .554 3½
Milwaukee 35 32 .522 5½
Cincinnati 34 33 .507 6½
Pittsburgh 27 40 .403 13½
West Division
 W L Pct GB
Los Angeles 39 27 .591 —
San Diego 37 27 .578 1
San Francisco 38 28 .576 1
Arizona 31 34 .477 7½
Colorado 12 53 .185 26½
Sunday’s Games

Tampa Bay 3, Miami 2
San Diego 1, Milwaukee 0
Cincinnati 4, Arizona 2
Pittsburgh 2, Philadelphia 1
Detroit 4, Chicago Cubs 0
Texas 4, Washington 2
L.A. Dodgers 7, St. Louis 3
San Francisco 4, Atlanta 3
N.Y. Mets 13, Colorado 5

Monday’s Games
Pittsburgh 10, Miami 3
Cincinnati 7, Cleveland 4
Philadelphia 4, Chicago Cubs 3, 11 innings
Atlanta 7, Milwaukee 1
Toronto at St. Louis, late
L.A. Dodgers at San Diego, late
Seattle at Arizona, late

Tuesday’s Games
Cincinnati (Abbott 5-1) at Cleveland (Cecconi 

1-2), 6:40 p.m.
Miami (Alcantara 2-7) at Pittsburgh (Keller 1-8), 

6:40 p.m.
Chicago Cubs (Rea 4-2) at Philadelphia (Abel 

1-0), 6:45 p.m.
Washington (Gore 3-5) at N.Y. Mets (Canning 

6-2), 7:10 p.m.
Atlanta (Holmes 3-4) at Milwaukee (Priester 

3-2), 7:40 p.m.
Toronto (Bassitt 6-3) at St. Louis (Mikolas 4-2), 

7:45 p.m.
San Francisco (Harrison 1-1) at Colorado 

(Palmquist 0-4), 8:40 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers (TBD) at San Diego (Cease 1-5), 

9:40 p.m.
Seattle (Woo 5-3) at Arizona (Pfaadt 7-4), 

9:40 p.m.
Wednesday’s Games

Miami at Pittsburgh, 12:35 p.m.
Chicago Cubs at Philadelphia, 1:05 p.m.
Cincinnati at Cleveland, 1:10 p.m.
Atlanta at Milwaukee, 2:10 p.m.
Toronto at St. Louis, 2:15 p.m.
Seattle at Arizona, 3:40 p.m.
L.A. Dodgers at San Diego, 4:10 p.m.
Washington at N.Y. Mets, 7:10 p.m.
San Francisco at Colorado, 8:40 p.m.

NHL Playoffs
FINALS
(Best-of-7)
(x-if necessary)
Wednesday, June 4

Edmonton 4, Florida 3, OT
Friday, June 6

Florida 5, Edmonton 4, 2OT, series tied 1 — 1
Monday, June 9

Edmonton at Florida, late
Thursday, June 12

Edmonton at Florida, 8 p.m.
Saturday, June 14

Florida at Edmonton, 8 p.m.
Tuesday, June 17

x-Edmonton at Florida, TBA
Friday, June 20

x-Florida at Edmonton, TBA

TV Sports
TODAY
MLB
6:45 p.m.

MASN 2 — Detroit at Baltimore
7 p.m.

MASN — Washington at New York Mets
7:30 p.m.

TBS — N.Y. Yankees at Kansas City
10:30 p.m.

MLBN — Regional Coverage: Seattle at Arizona 
(9:40 p.m.) OR L.A. Dodgers at San Diego (9:40 
p.m.)
SOCCER (MEN’S)
11:50 a.m.

FS2 — International Friendly: Azerbaijan vs. 
Hungary, Mardakan, Azerbaijan
2:30 p.m.

FS2 — UEFA World Cup Qualifier Group Stage: 
Netherlands vs. Malta, Group G, Groningen, 
Netherlands
8 p.m.

TNT, TRUTV — International Friendly: U.S. vs. 
Switzerland, Nashville, Tenn.
SOFTBALL
8 p.m.

ESPN2 — Athletes Unlimited: Talons vs. Bandits, 
Rosemont, Ill.
TENNIS
5 a.m.

TENNIS — s-Hertogenbosch-ATP/WTA, 
London-WTA, Stuttgart-ATP Early Rounds
6 a.m.

TENNIS — s-Hertogenbosch-ATP/WTA, 
London-WTA, Stuttgart-ATP Early Rounds
WNBA
8 p.m.

ESPN — Chicago at New York

NBA Playoffs
FINALS
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
Thursday, June 5

Indiana 111, Oklahoma City 110
Sunday, June 8

Oklahoma City 123, Indiana 107, series tied 
1 — 1
Wednesday, June 11

Oklahoma City at Indiana, 8:30 p.m.
Friday, June 13

Oklahoma City at Indiana, 8:30 p.m.
Monday, June 16

Indiana at Oklahoma City, 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 19

x-Oklahoma City at Indiana, TBA
Sunday, June 22

x-Indiana at Oklahoma City, TBA

WNBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
New York 8 0 1.000 —
Atlanta 5 3 .625 3
Indiana 4 4 .500 4
Washington 4 6 .400 5
Chicago 2 5 .286 5½
Connecticut 2 7 .222 6½
WESTERN CONFERENCE
 W L Pct GB
Minnesota 9 0 1.000 —
Phoenix 6 4 .600 3½
Las Vegas 4 3 .571 4
Seattle 5 4 .556 4
Golden State 3 5 .375 5½
Los Angeles 3 6 .333 6
Dallas 1 9 .100 8½
Sunday’s Games

Washington 104, Connecticut 67
Minnesota 81, Dallas 65

Monday’s Games
Golden State at Los Angeles, late

Tuesday’s Games
Indiana at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Chicago at New York, 8 p.m.

Wednesday’s Games
Dallas at Phoenix, 10 p.m.
Los Angeles at Las Vegas, 10 p.m.
Minnesota at Seattle, 10 p.m.

Thursday’s Games
No games scheduled.

Major League Baseball

tournament for an amateur with a respect-
able but hardly historic résumé.

When “pipe dreams” become reality, it 
usually is.

Trading one passion for another
Vogt is a dreamer sure. Just a pragmatic 

one.
Even though he’s 6-foot-6. Even though 

he’s always been able to hit the ball a long, 
long way. Even though he’s long felt drawn 
to a game that requires discipline, focus and 
a touch of math, he never considered trying 
to make a living doing it.

By the time he graduated from Seneca 
Valley High School, an hour north of Pitts-
burgh in 2009, he was pretty sure he didn’t 
have “it.” A couple of years playing at But-
ler University reinforced what he held to be 
true: that he wasn’t prepared — physically 
or mentally — for the toll the game can take 
if you dedicate your life to chasing it.

So he took a break, a long one. He gradu-
ated with a degree in biology, then enrolled 
in dental school at the University of Indiana.

There was something about the combi-
nation of helping people, problem-solving 
and running his own business that appealed 
to him, even if he laughs now about all the 
things he didn’t know when The Dentists at 
Gateway Crossing opened its doors. Things 
like the fact that the rent is due even if those 
doors aren’t actually open yet.

“That was a freaky, freaky few months,” 
he said.

He quickly figured things out, and his 
practice steadily grew. Vogt now has anoth-
er dentist on staff and has become an advi-
sor to young doctors who want to follow the 
ambitious path he took.

Reorganized priorities
Around the same time Vogt’s practice 

opened, he made himself a promise.
“Don’t look back and be the guy, ‘Well, 

if I had just done this or that, I maybe could 
have done great things,’” he said.

He’s not sure why he started hitting balls 
with a purpose again in 2018. It just kind of 
happened. He quickly became a fixture on 
the Indiana amateur circuit and qualified 
for the 2021 U.S. Amateur at Oakmont but 
didn’t make it out of stroke play. The first 
number of his score was an eight, and the 
second was either one or two, and to be hon-
est, he’s fine not being totally sure.

The disappointment didn’t linger. He 
shot 67 at the alternate site the next day. Not 
enough of a rally to become one of the top 
64 who advanced to match play, but telling 
of the ever-increasing maturity of both his 
game and his approach.

Having a job, having a family to support, 
playing because he wanted to, not because 
he had to, shifted his perspective. He’s no 

longer a golfer first. At this point in his life, 
that might not even crack the top five behind 
Christian, father and husband, among oth-
ers.

“One of the biggest changes is, I’ve gotten 
my priorities right,” he said.

Bombs away
Some things, however, have not changed. 

At least on the course. Vogt hits it far. How 
far? He ran into long drive champion/in-
fluencer Kyle Berkshire at a pro-am a few 
months after the 2021 U.S. Amateur.

Berkshire saw enough to invite Vogt out 
to Nevada to see if he could qualify for a long 
drive competition. While he didn’t quite 
reach the world championships, he did un-
leash a 466-yard missile that drifted out of 
bounds.

He had a blast, but also realized he was 
running the risk of spreading himself too 
thin. So he took what he learned and incor-
porated it into his skillset. It’s one of the rea-
sons he opted to try to qualify for this year’s 
U.S. Open by picking a route that included a 
sectional at Wine Valley Golf Club in Walla 
Walla, Washington.

The “math and science geek” had done 
his research. He knew Wine Valley was wide 
enough that he probably wouldn’t run into 
trouble if he started spraying tee shots. He 
captured medalist honors after back-to-
back 4-under 68s.

And suddenly, the dentist from Indiana 
was on The Golf Channel, his emotional 
post-round video going viral and his phone 
blowing up to the point that he asked Hillary 
to help him keep track of it all. Things got so 
busy last week that when Vogt tried to sneak 
out to practice, it wasn’t until he was near-
ly at the course that he realized he’d forgot-
ten his shoes.

A grateful heart
Vogt’s soft spikes were back in their usu-

al spot when he stepped off the first tee on 
a Monday unlike any of the others he’d ever 
experienced at Oakmont.

This time, he wasn’t slinging it in the twi-
light with the other caddies. Instead, he was 
walking down the fairways with good friend 
and occasional tournament partner Kevin 
O’Brien on his bag, saying hello to familiar 
faces on the other side of the ropes while he 
signed autographs, his father never far from 
his mind.

Jim Vogt was diagnosed with colon can-
cer last July. Less than a year later, he’s gone. 
Vogt — who is wearing a blue ribbon on his 
baseball cap for colon cancer awareness — 
is still processing it. He is pressing on and 
trying to lean into the joy along the way.

“I think this weekend is going to be full 
of gratitude,” he said. “And hopefully some 
good golf, too.”

Vogt, a dentist, playing at US Open
(Continued from B1)

he soon found himself at the 
bottom of a jubilant dogpile. 
His walk-off single capped 
Brunswick’s rally and 7-6 
win over the Montgomery 
County Little League-Low-
er Astros Monday evening 
to win the 2025 Dave Fogle 
Memorial Tournament at 
Danny Miller Field at Robert 
B. Staley Memorial Stadium.

“It was crazy,” Mobley 
said.

As he stepped to the 
plate with the game tied and 
one out in the bottom of the 
sixth, Mobley envisioned 
hitting his first walk-off.

But he imagined a well-
struck ball, one that would 
leave no doubt.

“The pitch I was looking 
for was a fastball middle-in 
to drive it out in the out-
field,” Mobley said.

Instead, it was a pitch 
away that clipped the end of 
his bat. But Montgomery’s 
infield was playing up to cut 
down a run at the plate, and 
Mobley’s bloop settled at 
the edge of the infield dirt 
and outfield grass just out of 
the third baseman’s reach.

“Brayden’s been on top 
all year, lays bunts down, 
gets critical hits for us,” Na-
tionals manager Jonathan 

Purks said.
But the rally started with 

the bottom of the order.
Monday’s contest 

marked one of the first times 
this season that part of the 
lineup has consistently put 
the bat on the ball, Purks 
said, with 
several 
collecting 
their first 
hits of the 
season.

Just 
before 
Mobley 
batted, 
11-hole 
hitter Jes-
se Mc-
Monagle 
stood in the batter’s box fac-
ing a new pitcher with the 
tying run 60 feet from scor-
ing. Though he fell behind 
in the count, 1-2, McMona-
gle stayed in the at-bat and 
drew a walk to bring home 
the tying run.

“He’s had that challenge 
of swinging the bat all year 
long,” Purks said. “Thankful-
ly, he worked it and worked 
it, and I know the pressure 
was there, but he worked 
through it and set us up for 
what we needed.”

Those final few bat-
ters also had a major hand 

in helping Brunswick ral-
ly from a 5-0 deficit in the 
third inning, brought on by 
numerous errors.

The Nationals took ad-
vantage of three Astros mis-
cues with two outs in the 
bottom of the third to plate 
three runs. Drew Brutch-
er and Nate Belcher then 
smacked back-to-back RBI 
doubles in the fourth to 
bring Brunswick within one 
run.

Though the Nationals got 
the tying run to third base 
in that frame, as well as the 
fifth, they couldn’t bring it 
home.

But Mobley made sure 
to seal the deal in the sixth, 
sending Brunswick to the 
Gregg Quedeweit Memori-
al Tournament of Champi-
ons, which begins Saturday 
in Thurmont. The Nation-
als will face the Four County 
Little League Orioles.

“Just wanting to walk 
it off to get the game over 
with, no extra innings,” Mo-
bley said.

The BRLL Nationals’ ros-
ter includes Mobley, Mc-
Monagle, Brutcher, Belcher, 
Brenden McGann, Brody 
McLane, Brantley Mobley, 
Max Racosky, Jesse Purks, 
Brady Tanner and Reed Put-
nam.

Staff photo by Alexander Dacy

The Brunswick Nationals Little League team poses after winning the Dave Fogle Memorial 
Tournament on Monday at Robert B. Staley Memorial Stadium.

Mobley

By JENNA FRYER
AP Auto Racing Writer

NASCAR’s first interna-
tional Cup Series race of the 
modern era is all about the 
eyeballs, specifically new fans 
in the Mexico City market.

NASCAR will be on the 
track Friday for the first of 
three days of racing at the Au-
todromo Hermanos Rodrí-
guez, one of the most popular 
stops on the Formula 1 calen-
dar and Ben Kennedy’s new-
est project.

The great-grandson of NA-
SCAR founder Bill France Sr., 
Kennedy has taken the family 
business beyond its comfort-
able confines before.

Kennedy in 2022 moved 
the preseason exhibition 
Clash from its longtime home 
at Daytona International 
Speedway in Florida to a tem-
porary track built inside Los 
Angeles Memorial Coliseum. 
Kennedy this year moved the 
Clash to The Madhouse — 
the historic Bowman Gray 
Stadium, which had last host-
ed a Cup race in 1971, in Win-
ston-Salem, North Carolina.

NASCAR under Kennedy 
also returned to North Wil-
kesboro Speedway in North 
Carolina for the first time 
since 1977 when the All-Star 
race was moved there three 
years ago. He allowed dirt at 
Bristol Motor Speedway, a 
hybrid road course and oval 
at Charlotte Motor Speed-
way, alongside his biggest 
undertaking: NASCAR’s first 
street race, held in downtown 
Chicago.

He also had his eyes set 
on expanding internationally, 
which will come Sunday with 
the first points-paying inter-
national race in the Cup Series 
since 1958. It is only third time 
in 77 years that NASCAR’s top 
series will run an event that 
counts in the championship 
outside the United States. The 
last two times were in Canada; 
the Cup Series also has held 
exhibitions in Japan and Aus-
tralia.

“Our biggest opportunity 
to grow as a sport is interna-
tional,” Kennedy said when 
he announced Mexico City 
was replacing one of the two 
races on the schedule allocat-
ed to Richmond Internation-
al Raceway.

“The U.S. is always go-
ing to be our mainstay and 
our next opportunity was to 
expand internationally,” he 
said. “We said we’ve want-
ed to do this for a long time, 
but also needed to make sure 
it was the right time, the right 
partners and the right loca-
tion. Mexico City checked ev-
ery box. To be in one of the 
biggest cities globally — over 
20 million people that live in 
the city — is a massive op-
portunity for us to bring the 
sport.”

The weekend includes the 
second-tier Xfinity Series and 
the NASCAR Mexico Series. 
It’s a strong return to a mar-
ket that devours the entire F1 
weekend ticket package with-
in an hour of them becoming 
available.

Mexicans have proven to 
be rabid motorsports fans 

but haven’t gotten a chance 
to see NASCAR’s big names 
since 2008, the final year of a 
four-year run of Xfinity rac-
es. Kyle Busch, Denny Ham-
lin and Martin Truex Jr. were 
winners during the four-year 
stretch.

Daniel Suarez, the former 
Xfinity champion and native 
of Monterrey, is NASCAR’s 
face of the event. He raced 
the circuit 13 times with a dif-
ferent layout in the NASCAR 
Mexico Series, and three of 
Suarez’s starts were wins.

The planning that has 
gone into Mexico City, one of 
38 events on the Cup sched-
ule, began about a year ago. 
NASCAR has worked on myr-
iad details, beginning with 
how to get nearly 200 trucks 
hauling race cars and equip-
ment from Michigan Interna-
tional Speedway into Mexico 
City.

NASCAR official Tom Bry-
ant has spearheaded the or-
ganizational logistics and 
made multiple trips to the 
border crossing in Laredo, 
Texas, to meet with customs 
officials from both nations.

The drive from Michi-
gan to Mexico City is about 
40 hours, not including the 
tedious customs crossing, 
where all the equipment 
and tools on every NASCAR 
hauler must be document-
ed on an exhaustive mani-
fest. Cup Series teams cars 
were scheduled for a Monday 
night arrival at Laredo, with 
crossing scheduled for Tues-
day and arrival at the track on 
Thursday.

NASCAR goes south of border for 
1st Cup Series race in Mexico City
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(Continued from B1)

them in the second half with 
a runner and a 3-pointer on 
their first two possessions.

“I told my team, ‘I got 
us, man. I am sorry for the 
first half, man,’” said Sledge, 
who had three points in the 
first half. “We came back 
out, and I was ready. I told 
them.”

The quick 12-5 run at the 
start of the second half for 
the Flying Cows ultimately 
provided them most of the 
cushion they needed to fend 
off Raleigh (20-6) in the final 
minutes.

After dropping Game 1 
in Raleigh on Friday night, 

the Flying Cows produced a 
134-113 victory Sunday eve-
ning to stay alive and then 
Monday’s victory to ad-
vance to the next round.

“I’m so proud of these 
guys, the way they work 
hard, withstood adversi-
ty, injuries and all kinds of 
stuff, we got it done,” Fly-
ing Cows coach Ed Corpo-
ral said. “We play with a lot 
of heart, and a lot of tough-
ness.”

Damien Daniels scored 
17 points off the bench to 
lead the Flying Cows. Kyle 
Steward added 14 and 
Sledge finished with 13.

The Flying Cows will face 
a familiar opponent in the 

next round, the Capital Sea-
hawks, a team they beat four 
out of five times in the reg-
ular season. The Seahawks 
did win the most recent 
meeting 112-104 on their 
home floor at Bowie State 
University on May 16.

“They’ve gotten better,” 
Corporal said of the Sea-
hawks. “It doesn’t surprise 
me they are doing well or 
anything like that. But, you 
know, we’ve got a lot of 
heart. We’ve got to come to 
play, though.”

Game 1 will be later this 
week at Bowie State at a date 
and time to be announced.

Follow Greg Swatek on 
Twitter: @greg_swatek 
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