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Earl Coates
Mr. Earl Clifton Coates, 

nicknamed Bud and lov-
ingly called “Grampy” by 
his grandchildren and 
others, departed this life 
on Thursday, April 30, 
2026, at Frederick Health 
Hospital.

Born on May 10, 1947, 
in Waterford, Virginia, 
Earl was the son of the 
late Eva Lee Coates and 
was raised by his devot-
ed grandparents, Edna 
and Clarence Coates, in 
Waterford. Earl attend-
ed elementary school 
in Waterford and Doug-
lass High School in Lees-
burg, Virginia. In May 
1965, Earl registered for 
Selective Service and was 
drafted into the United 
States Army. He honor-
ably served his country 
on active duty from 1966 
to 1968.

Earl worked with vari-
ous construction compa-
nies and began his feder-
al career with the United 
States Postal Service un-
til his retirement after 30 
years of service.

Earl was a faithful 
member of Ebenezer AME 
Church in Brunswick. He 
was active in the American 
Legion, the FOE (Eagles). 
Earl’s favorite teams were 
the Tennessee Titans, the 
New York Yankees, and the 
New York Knicks.

Earl shared 55 years 
of marriage with his 
wife, Kaye. Together, 
they built a loving fam-
ily. He was a proud fa-
ther of two daughters, a 
grandfather of nine, and a 
great-grandfather of nine.

In addition to his 

mother and grandparents, 
Earl was preceded in death 
by his granddaughter, Tara 
Daly; his great-grandson, 
Phoenix Ford; his sister, 
Brenda Coates; his broth-
ers, Reginald and Tony 
Coates; and aunt, Elaine 
Henderson.

Left to cherish his mem-
ory are his wife, Kaye; 
daughters, Tamala (Da-
vid); Angela (Ray); eight 
grandchildren (Falyne, 
Marcus, Katelyne, Liz, Der-
ek, Cory, Isaiah, Mayah); 
eight great-grandchildren 
(Paityne, Keeley, Jaxson, 
Bryxx, Charlie, Olivia, Ka-
sey, and Kyler); his sisters, 
Bonita Jackson, Claudia 
Smith, Velva Cooper; his 
brothers, Charles Coates, 
Ray Coates, Larry Brown 
(Annie), Rudy Cooper 
(Clinett); his dear friend, 
Anne Whisonant; and a 
host of family and friends.

A celebration of life will 
be held on Wednesday, 
May 13, 2026, at 11 a.m. 
at the Brunswick Volun-
teer Fire Station with view-
ing and visitation at 10 a.m. 
Services are entrusted to 
Lyles Funeral Service of 
Purcellville.

Perry Lawson Jr.
Perry Rudelle Lawson Jr., 

73, of New Market, passed 
away at his home on May 4, 
2026.

Born on Nov. 4, 1952, in 
Frederick, he was the son of 
the late Perry Rudelle Law-
son Sr. and Pauline Phillips 
Lawson, and was lovingly 
raised by his grandparents, 
Perry Benjamin and Glad-
ys Lawson. Perry was the de-
voted husband of Kathy Law-
son, with whom he shared 43 
wonderful years of marriage.

In addition to his wife, 
Kathy, Perry is survived by his 
son, Gregory Lawson of New 
Market; his brother Ricky 
Lawson and partner Ben ; his 
sister, Lori Brabham and her 
husband Cliff, of Mt. Airy; his 
brothers-in-law and sisters-
in-law, Bill and Becky Stem, 
Jim and Brenda Beall, and 
LouAnn Bowersox; as well as 
many cherished nieces and 
nephews.

A graduate of Linganore 
High School, Perry dedicated 
his career to serving his com-
munity. He worked for 20 
years at R.F. Kline, followed 
by 20 years with Stem Fire 
Equipment, and most recent-
ly served as a school bus driv-
er for Frederick County Pub-
lic Schools.

Perry was a faithful mem-
ber of Lakeview Church and 
a lifelong pillar of the New 
Market Volunteer Fire Com-
pany, where he joined in 
1974. Over more than five de-
cades of service, he was rec-
ognized as a top responder 
from 1974 through 2015. His 
dedication led him to serve in 
numerous leadership roles, 
including Board of Directors 
member, Vice President, 2nd 
Vice President, Technician, 
and Apparatus Committee 
member. In recognition of his 

extraordinary service, he was 
inducted into the Frederick 
County Fire and Rescue Hall 
of Fame in 2015, and in 2024, 
Engine 153 was dedicated in 
his honor.

Perry found great joy in 
spending time at the fire-
house, hunting, trips to the 
beach, NASCAR, and cheer-
ing for Dale Earnhardt. He 
especially loved caring for his 
beloved puppy, Sadie, and 
treasured time spent with 
family and friends. He was 
also a proud and loving “Un-
cle Pappy”.

The family will receive 
friends from 4-7 p.m. on 
Monday, May 11, 2026 at 
Hartzler Funeral Home, 
11802 Liberty Rd., Frederick.

A funeral service will be 
held at 11 am on Tuesday, at 
the funeral home with Pas-
tor Roger Rich and Chaplain 
Gary White officiating. Inter-
ment will follow at Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery in Frederick.

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be 
made to New Market Vol. Fire 
Co., 76 W. Main St., New Mar-
ket, MD 21774.

The family invites you to 
leave a message or memory 
on his “tribute wall” at www.
hartzlerfuneralhome.com.

By KIRSTEN GRIESHABER  
and MARKUS SCHREIBER 
Associated Press

BERLIN — Artist Gunter 
Demnig carefully placed a palm-
sized Holocaust memorial brass 
plaque into the sidewalk on a 
busy street corner of Berlin. It 
said: “Johanna Berger, born in 
1893, lived here; deported on 
Nov. 17, 1941, murdered on Nov. 
25, 1941.”

After Demnig had swiped the 
sand off Berger’s memorial stone 
and those for her husband and 
two sons, a dozen relatives drew 
closer around the four plaques, 
which are called Stolpersteine, 
or “stumbling blocks,” in Ger-
man. They put down white ros-
es and recited the Kaddish, the 
Jewish prayer for the dead, while 
traffic roared by on a rainy spring 
day.

Demnig installed the first 
plaque in the German capital 
three decades ago. By now, one 
can find more than 11,000 of his 
memorial stones all over the city. 
But Demnig’s decentralized Ho-
locaust memorial goes much fur-
ther than that — the artist and 
his teams of supporters have 
laid 126,000 stones in Germa-
ny and 31 other countries across 
Europe. The first stone was in-
stalled in 1992 in the western 
German city of Cologne.

In a unique way, the shiny 
brass squares that are embedded 
in the pavement make passers-
by stop and interrupt their daily 
lives for a moment as they bend 
down to read the names of those 
who perished. Small children 
can often be seen as they exam-
ine the Stolpersteine closely and 
demand answers from their par-
ents.

“My basic idea behind this 
was that wherever in Europe the 
German Wehrmacht, the SS, the 
Gestapo, and their local collab-
orators committed murders or 
carried out deportations, sym-
bolic stones should be placed 
there,” the 78-year-old Ger-
man artist said in an interview 
with The Associated Press on 
Wednesday.

Closest thing to a gravestone
Jewish family members often-

times will travel from all over the 
world to attend the stonelaying 
ceremonies, because many of the 
victims were gassed in the Nazis’ 
concentration camps and these 
memorial stones are the closest 
thing to a grave or a burial.

“The Stolpersteine are some 
kind of substitute for the missing 
gravestones,” Michael Tischler 
said after Wednesday’s ceremo-
ny. The 72-year-old Berliner is a 
grandnephew of Berger who per-
ished in the Holocaust like sev-

eral other members of Tischler’s 
family.

“I think this brings the family 
history to a certain conclusion, 
or at least a provisional one,” 
Tischler said.

The memorial stones don’t 
only bring solace to the fami-
lies of the victims, but they have 
also created some kind of grass-
roots movement that brings to-

gether neighborhood initiatives, 
schools or religious communi-
ties to research the history of 
their city.

Researching Berlin’s Nazi past
Together, old and young 

browse through archives and 
check timeworn resident lists 
to find out if any Jews or others 
who were persecuted during the 

Third Reich — such as commu-
nists, gays or Roma — used to 
live in the streets or even homes 
where they live today.

Once they can confirm a vic-
tim’s former place of residence, 
they arrange for a stonelaying 
ceremony and make sure the 
brass plaque is polished periodi-
cally, so it won’t lose its shine.

On Wednesday, several 10th 
graders from the Friedrich-Ber-
gius-Schule attended anoth-
er Berlin stonelaying ceremony 
on Stierstraße, where many Jews 
used to live. Demnig’s three new 
stones for the Krein family — Mi-
chael, his wife Maria and their 
daughter Dalila — brought the 
number of Stolpersteine to 62 on 
this street.

While Maria and Dalila man-
aged to escape to the U.S. and 
British-controlled Palestinian 
territory, respectively, Michael, a 
musician, died in Berlin in 1940 
as a forced laborer under the Na-
zis.

High school student Sibilla 
Ehrlich, 16, watched as a group 
of violinists played solemn melo-
dies and some elderly neighbors 
talked about the lives of the three 
Jews under Nazi dictatorship.

“It is just so horrible, all this 
the hatred of others,” she said. “I 
keep thinking: what if this had 
been my family.”

Before the Holocaust, Ber-
lin had the biggest Jewish com-
munity in Germany. In 1933, 
the year the Nazis came to pow-
er, around 160,500 Jews lived in 
Berlin. By the time World War II 
ended and Nazi Germany sur-
rendered on May 8, 1945, their 
numbers had diminished to 
about 7,000 through emigration 
and extermination.

All in all, around 6 million 
European Jews and others were 
killed in the Holocaust.

As Germany commemorates 
the Allied liberation from the Na-
zis 81 years ago on Friday, many 
people in Germany fear that the 
lessons of the Holocaust may be 
forgotten as the far right is quick-
ly gaining influence in Germany 
again.

Tischler, too, worries about 
his country’s future in times of 
rising antisemitism, but he says 
the memorial stones offer a 
glimpse of hope.

“I hope that these Stolper-
steine will still give some people 
pause for thought,” he said.

James Ferguson
James (Jim) Edward Fergu-

son, 77, of New Windsor, MD, 
born July 20, 1948, died Tues-
day May 5, 2026 encircled by 
his family. He was the son of 
Robert L. Ferguson Sr. and 
Mary Campbell Ferguson.

He was a beloved husband, 
father, grandfather, brother, 
uncle, and friend. He was de-
voted to his wife of 53 years, 
Barbara Ferguson, who sur-
vives him. He is also survived 
by his son, Timothy, his be-
loved daughter-in-law Paige; 
his three much loved grand-
sons, Simon, Aaron and Ben-
edict; his brother Bob, sisters 
Carole and Maryjane; 6 pre-
cious nieces, 3 special neph-
ews and 2 very special friends, 
Ralph Robertson and Fr. An-
drew DeFusco. He was prede-
ceased by a brother, Timothy 
Joseph, and a nephew.

He was born at March Air 
Force Base, San Bernadino, 
CA and grew up on Air Force 
bases in Puerto Rico, Panama 
Canal Zone, Maryland, Al-
abama, and Germany, with 
his family finally settling in 
Frederick County near New 
Windsor. He was a gradu-
ate of Linganore High School 
and proudly served four years 
in the Air Force at Dover and 
Langley. Upon his discharge 
from the Air Force, he trained 
at Curtiss Breeding as an AI 
technician and spent the next 
49 years building a business 
in cattle breeding and semen 
sales. His goal was always to 
give the farmer his best and 
to breed for quality at a rea-
sonable cost. He knew every 
road in Frederick and Carroll 
County. 

Jim was a man of integri-
ty and of deep faith in Christ. 
These shaped his life, his 
work, his care for his fami-
ly and his interactions with 

friends and strangers, fami-
ly and customers. He was re-
nowned for his sense of hu-
mor and his generosity in 
small acts of kindness to 
friends and strangers alike, 
and he was known for his 
gifts of Tootsie Roll Pops and 
dog bones to customers and 
their families.

The family will receive 
friends at Hartzler Funeral 
Home, 310 Church St., New 
Windsor, Saturday, May 9 
from 3-6 p.m., with the Rosa-
ry being prayed at 6pm.

There will be a funeral 
mass at St. Peter the Apostle 
Catholic Church, 9190 Green 
Valley Rd., Libertytown on 
Monday May 11 at 10 am with 
burial to follow at Pipe Creek 
Cemetery.

Donations may be made to 
Jim’s favorite charities, Johns 
Hopkins Children’s Center or 
to the Show Like a Pro Dairy 
Workshop, Check made to 
MARYLAND PDCA with SLAP 
in the memo line, mailed to 
SLAP Dairy Workshop c/o 
Ryan Haines, 2810 Blacks 
Schoolhouse Rd., Taneytown, 
MD 21787.

The family invites you to 
leave a message or memory 
on his “tribute wall” at www.
hartzlerfuneralhome.com.

A quiet memorial on Berlin sidewalks: A German 
artist lays ‘Stolpersteine’ to honor Holocaust victims

Associated Press photos

Artist Gunter Demnig places a palm-sized brass Holocaust plaques called “Stolpersteine”, or “Stumbling Blocks” with the names of victims of the Nazi 
regime in front of their former home at a street in Berlin, Germany, on Wednesday.

Flowers lay near palm-sized brass Holocaust plaques of the Krein family.


