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Thomas Tobery Sr.
Tom Tobery Sr., 87, of 

Frederick passed away qui-
etly on Aug. 8, 2025 with his 
daughter by his side.

He was born in Fred-
erick on June 13, 1938 to 
the late Charles and Clau-
dia Sier Tobery where he 
lived until the last year. He 
had been residing at Sea-
ton Community in Hager-
stown, MD. He loved and 
tormented the staff.

He was preceded in 
death by his wife Judy in 
2021. They were married 
in 1959. She was the love of 
his life.

Tom worked as a car-
penter his entire adult life. 
He retired in 2002 from Ket-
tler Bros. He loved using his 
hands to build things. He 
also loved his garden and 
being with his children and 
grandchildren.

He is survived by his 
children: Tammy Eyler and 
Dale of Frederick, Lau-
rie Rutherford and Ken-
ny of Cascade, Thomas To-
bery Jr of Thurmont, Greg 
Tobery and Christina of 
Apoka, Florida, and Chris 
Tobery of Frederick; grand-
children: Lewis Parks, Jr., 
and Jamie of Frederick, 
Caitlin Kitzwegar and Se-
bastian of Austria, Connor 
Tobery of Jefferson, Zach-
ary Fowler and Jessica of 
Frederick, Kelsie Cham-
bers and fiance Matt Nes-
bitt of Waynesboro, PA. 

great-granchildren Johan-
na and Franziska Kitwegar, 
and great-grandbaby Fowl-
er on the way; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews 
and a host of friends.

Besides his wife and par-
ents Tom is predeceased by 
a daughter Dina Christine 
Tobery. He is also prede-
ceased by five brothers and 
five sisters. He was the last 
of 11 children.

He will be greatly missed 
by his family and the great 
staff at Seaton and many 
friends he made. A spe-
cial thank you to Hospice 
of Washington County MD 
and the care team he had.

Services for Thomas To-
bery Sr., will be held at the 
Resthaven Funeral Home, 
9501 Catoctin Mountain 
Highway, Frederick, MD 
on Thursday, Aug. 14. The 
viewing will be held from 
10 to 11 a.m. with the funer-
al service to follow.

Jane Farrell
Jane Emerson Farrell, 77, 

passed away after a short ill-
ness on Aug. 8, 2025. She is 
survived by John her loving 
husband of fifty-four years, 
as well as her son, Mark Far-
rell (Megan), and daugh-
ters Beth Crook (Kevin) and 
Christine Walsh (David). 
She is also survived by her 
grandchildren; Charlotte 
Crook, Emerson Crook, Ev-
elyn Crook, Julia Walsh, and 
James Walsh. Additionally, 
Jane is also survived by fam-
ily she loved as sisters Mar-
garet Anne Moran and Rena 
Hannaford, as well as many 
other family and friends.

Jane grew up in Win-
chester, MA. She was grad-
uated from the Boston Col-
lege School of Nursing 
and, after marrying John 
she moved to Maryland, 
and enjoyed an almost fif-
ty-year career in Montgom-
ery County as a commu-
nity, hospital, and school 
nurse. While she always felt 
the pull of New England 
and its mountains and sea-
shores, she made a wonder-
ful life in Maryland. She was 
a bright light to the many 
friends she touched; warm, 
helpful, thoughtful, con-
cerned about the comfort 
and wellbeing of others, al-
ways smiling and cheerful. 
She was also a great host-
ess who enjoyed throwing 
parties and being with fami-
ly and friends. She and John 
were fortunate to spend 
many happy years together, 
enjoying each other as they 
spent time outdoors and 
traveling. She was a woman 
who lived her faith in a quiet 
fashion as was evidenced by 
the good acts done to and 
for others.

The family will receive 
friends between 4 and 7 
p.m. Monday, Aug. 18, 2025, 
at Keeney & Basford Fu-
neral Home, 106 E. Church 
St., Frederick, MD 21701. A 
Mass of Christian Burial will 
be celebrated on Tuesday, 
Aug. 19 at 11 a.m. at St. Pe-
ter’s Catholic Church, 9201 
Green Valley Rd., Union 
Bridge, MD 21791. Inter-
ment will follow the Mass at 
the church cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may 
be made in Jane’s name 
to either Frederick Health 
Hospice at https://www.
frederickhealthhospice.
org/donate-support/ or 
to the Student Homeless-
ness Initiative Partnership 
(SHIP) of Frederick Coun-
ty, at https://shipfrederick.
com/donor-dashboard/do-
nor-society-2/ or to a char-
ity of your choice.
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DEATH NOTICES
Peggy Barksdale, of Frederick, died Monday, Aug. 11. 

Arrangements are by Rollins Life Celebration Center, Fred-
erick.

Daniel V. Hartman, of Millsboro, died Friday, Aug. 8. 
Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Homes, Brunswick.

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

By ANDREW DALTON 
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Dan-
ielle Spencer, who played 
the wisecracking and tat-
tling little sister Dee Thom-
as on the 1970s sitcom 
“What’s Happening!!” has 
died.

Spencer died Monday 
at age 60 after a yearslong 
battle with cancer, fami-
ly spokesperson Sandra 
Jones said.

As Dee, Spencer was 
the smarter, more serious 
younger sister who offered 
a steady stream of dead-

pan roasts of big brother 
Roger “Raj” Thomas and 
his friends Dwayne Nel-
son and Freddie “Rerun” 
Stubbs.

“Ooh, I’m gonna tell 
mama,” would become 
Dee’s catchphrase.

The show, set in the Los 
Angeles neighborhood of 
Watts and among the first 
on television to focus on 
the lives of Black teenagers, 
was based on the movie 
“Cooley High” and ran on 
ABC from 1976 to 1979. It 
had a long legacy thanks to 
its memorable characters, 
including the geeky Raj, 

the catchphrase-spouting 
Dwayne, the red-bereted 
dancing phenom Rerun, 
and Dee with her eyerolls 
and icy stare.

Early in the produc-
tion of the show’s first sea-
son, Spencer, then 12, was 
in a major car accident on 
the Pacific Coast Highway 
in Malibu, California, that 
left her in a coma for three 
weeks and killed her step-
father, Tim Pelt. She would 
have spinal and neurolog-
ical problems that would 
require multiple surgeries 
in the years afterward.

Thomas also appeared 

on a mid-1980s reboot of 
the show, “What’s Hap-
pening Now!!,” which ran 
for three seasons.

She went on to become 
a veterinarian and advo-
cate for animals. She at-
tended the University of 
California, Davis, and 
UCLA, and got a doctor-
ate in veterinary medicine 
from Tuskegee University 
in 1993.

Spencer continued to 
dabble in acting, includ-
ing an appearance as a 
veterinarian in the 1997 
Jack Nicholson film “As 
Good as it Gets.”

Daniel Hartman
Daniel (Dan) V. Hart-

man, 77, of Millsboro, DE, 
passed away peacefully on 
Friday, Aug. 8, 2025, in his 
hometown of Brunswick, 
MD, surrounded by his lov-
ing family.

Born on July 12, 1948, in 
Brunswick, MD, Dan was 
the beloved son of the late 
Joseph Frank Hartman and 
N. Virginia Hartman. He 
was also preceded in death 
by his brother, Joseph (Joe) 
Hartman; and sister, Vir-
ginia Walker.

A proud graduate of 
Brunswick High School, 
Class of 1966, Dan was a 
standout athlete and served 
as drum major in the school 
band. He went on to build a 
remarkable 37-year career 
with Potomac Edison (Al-
legheny Power), beginning 
as a desk clerk taking cus-
tomer payments, and rising 
through the ranks to lead 
Foreman Services and Cus-
tomer Operations.

Dan was a devoted hus-
band, an incredible father, 
and a cherished friend. 
He had a deep passion for 
coaching youth sports and 
a lifelong love of the out-
doors, especially boating, 
fishing, and spending time 
near the beach. A gifted 
musician, Dan, played sev-
eral instruments includ-
ing the trumpet and pia-
no. He was also an avid car 
enthusiast who found great 
joy in car shows, drag rac-
ing, and reconnecting with 
his lifelong friends and his 
Duquesne Drag Team.

Dan is survived by his 
loving wife, Jane Hartman 
of Millsboro, DE; his sister, 
Carol Ann Rowe of Fred-
erick, MD; his children: 
David Hartman (Shirley) 

of Keedysville, MD, Sta-
cy Garrott (Mark Nelson) 
of Brunswick, MD, and 
Chad Hartman (Julie) of 
Keedysville, MD. He was a 
proud grandfather to Jere-
my (Tisa) and Trevor Gar-
rott, Kolbi Gleim (Zach), 
Natalee and Zoe Hart-
man, and Gavin, Haylee, 
Mylee, and Raelyn Hart-
man. He also leaves behind 
great-grandchildren, Mi-
chael, Chloie, Bella, Oaklie 
and Willow.

Family and friends are 
invited to celebrate Dan’s 
life on Friday, Aug. 15, 2025. 
Visitation will be held from 
noon to 2 p.m. at Stauffer 
Funeral Homes, 1100 North 
Maple Avenue, Brunswick. 
A celebration of life will fol-
low at 2 p.m. at the same 
location, with a contin-
ued gathering from 3:30 to 
7:30 p.m. at the Brunswick 
Eagles Aerie 1136, 401 Cen-
tral Ave in Brunswick.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.

Barbara Zentner
Barbara C. Zentner died 

on July 29, 2025. Born on Jan. 
1, 1924, she was the daugh-
ter of the late Harold M. Case 
and June Budd Case. She was 
predeceased by her husband, 
the late Robert John Zentner, 
in 2010.

Born in Shenando-
ah, Iowa, Barbara graduat-
ed from Fort Atkinson High 
School, Fort Atkinson, WI. 
She attended Ripon College 
in Wisconsin where she met 
Robert whom she married 
in 1945, shortly after he re-
turned from overseas duty in 
World War II.

Barbara lived on Schley 
Avenue in Frederick for over 
fifty years. She was primarily 
a homemaker and was very 
active in numerous groups 
including the League of 
Women Voters, the Frederick 
Art Club, the Monday Morn-
ing Book Club, Casual Gar-
dens Garden Club, All Saints 
Altar Guild, Saint Elizabeth’s 
Guild, and various bridge 
groups. Barbara was an out-
standing cook and loved 
hosting dinner parties for her 
friends and holiday celebra-
tions for the family. She was 
an avid reader and enjoyed 
overseas trips to England, It-
aly and Switzerland with her 
husband Robert.

Upon moving to Inde-
pendent Living at Home-
wood at Frederick in 2009, 
Barbara led a music appre-
ciation group and an art ap-
preciation group while con-
tinuing to often play bridge. 
She remained very active af-
ter transferring to the Health 
Center at Homewood in 
2020. The family is particular-
ly appreciative for the quali-
ty of care and support Barba-
ra received at Homewood at 
Frederick, and for all the new 
friends she made there.

Barbara is survived by her 
children Nancy Case Zentner 

(Steve Miller) of Chambers-
burg, PA, and Joseph Allen 
Zentner (Cynthia) of Woods-
boro, MD. She was the grand-
mother of Rob Weinberg 
(Jaqueline) of Sewickley, PA, 
Casey Florance (Keith) of 
Bethesda, MD and Aman-
da Wagner (Jacob) of Virgin-
ia Beach, VA. Barbara was the 
great-grandmother of Claire, 
Nora and Robbie Weinberg, 
Turner and Ben Florance and 
Jolie Grace Wagner. A son, 
John Peter Zentner prede-
ceased Barbara in 2008. She 
was also predeceased by her 
brother Harley Case and sis-
ters Harriet Dowd and Shir-
ley Sather.

A service of celebration 
of Barbara’s life will be held 
at the Margaretta F. Slay-
man Chapel at Homewood 
at Frederick on Monday, Aug. 
18, 2025 at 11 a.m. Dona-
tions in lieu of flowers can be 
made to the Delaplaine Art 
Center of Frederick. https://
delaplaine.org/donate/ Con-
dolence messages may be 
shared at www.keeneybas-
ford.com

Howard Winfield Cox
Howard Winfield Cox 

died peacefully on July 28, 
2025, in Frederick, Maryland. 
A highly regarded federal at-
torney, investigator, educa-
tor and author, Howard was 
75. His cause of death was a 
rare genetic disease, myelo-
fibrosis.

At the start of his 
wide-ranging 40-year career 
in the federal government, 
Howard pursued fraud, waste 
and abuse cases tied to gov-
ernment contracts and ser-
vices. As a young staff counsel 
on the U.S. Senate Permanent 
Subcommittee on Investiga-
tions, he helped co-author 
the Program Fraud Civil Rem-
edies Act. Approved in 1986, 
the Act was pivotal in identi-
fying and preventing feder-
al contractor and service pro-
vider fraud and waste.

Howard served as a crim-
inal investigator, prosecu-
tor and intelligence officer 
across a broad array of feder-
al offices. He retired from the 
Central Intelligence Agen-
cy as the Assistant Inspec-
tor General for Investigations 
where he supervised crimi-
nal, civil and administrative 
investigations. He earned 
the CIA Intelligence Medal 
of Merit in recognition of his 
work.

Earlier, at the Depart-
ment of Justice, he served 
as Assistant Deputy Chief 
of the Computer Crime and 
Intellectual Property Sec-
tion. His leadership in crim-
inal prosecutions of feder-
al hacking and identity theft 
cases earned him the Attor-
ney General’s Distinguished 
Service Award. Howard also 
served as a manager, attor-
ney and criminal investigator 
at Offices of Inspectors Gen-
eral at the US Postal Service, 
the Department of Defense 
and the General Services Ad-
ministration.

A U.S. Army Captain vet-
eran, Howard served as a tri-
al attorney in the Judge Ad-
vocate General’s Corps. He 
earned a BA from Seton Hall 
University and a JD from 

Georgetown University Law 
Center.

Howard shared his years 
of expertise and experience 
with those rising in the field. 
As an adjunct professor at 
George Washington Univer-
sity, he taught computer fo-
rensics. While at the Grad-
uate School USA and the 
Federal Law Enforcement 
Training Center, he taught 
courses related to procure-
ment fraud, and electronic 
search and seizure.

Howard made the most of 
his retirement, traveling the 
world with his wife Sharon 
and using his investigative 
skills to research and write 
his well-received book Amer-
ican Traitor (Georgetown 
University Press). Fascinated 
by the modern-day parallels, 
Howard tells the story of how 
our Founding Father politi-
cians protected the notori-
ous General James Wilkinson 
from answering for decades 
of corruption and espionage.

A warm and witty man, 
Howard was famous among 
friends for his hilarious 
Christmas cards.

Howard was a loving hus-
band to Sharon, father to 
Matthew (Emily Cox-Mar-
tin), Patrick (Lindsay), Jimmy 
(Kayla Tahti) and a beloved 
Pop-Pop to Abby, Hazel and 
Chelsea Cox.

Ronald M. Roberts
Ronald Michael Roberts, 

77 of Jefferson, MD passed 
away on Sunday Aug. 10, 
2025 at the Kline Hospice 
House in Mount Airy, MD. 
He was a graduate from 
Frederick High School Class 
of 1966. Ronald also had 
an associates degree in Ac-
counting from Strayer Uni-
versity.

Ronald was preceded in 
death by his parents, David 
Romaine Roberts and Flor-
ence Mae Remsburg/Rob-
erts of Frederick. He was 
the twin brother of Donald 
David Roberts of Frederick. 
He is survived by his devot-
ed wife, Laurie Roberts his 
son David Roberts, and his 
much loved daughter-in-
law, Crystal Roberts and his 
beloved grand dog Ella Mae.

Over the years, Ronald 
built a career in both insur-
ance sales and real estate, 
but his true success was 
measured not in numbers, 
but in relationships. Clients 
became friends, and friends 
became family. He had a gift 
for making people feel seen, 
heard, and cared for.

Family was the center of 
Ronald’s world. Some of his 
happiest days were spent 
outdoors, fishing and hunt-
ing with his son David. Shar-
ing quiet mornings, big 
laughs, and even bigger fish 
tales. He also found great 
joys in watching his nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces and 
great-nephews grow. He had 
a love for classic cars and en-
joyed attending car shows.

Ronald had a warm hu-
mor and an easy smile that 
made even ordinary days 
feel special. He lived a life 
filled with kindness, gener-

osity, and a quiet strength 
that touched everyone who 
knew him. He was greatly 
loved by family and friends 
and will be missed dearly.

Family and friends can 
gather at the Keeney & Bas-
ford Funeral Home, 106 
East Church Street, Freder-
ick, MD 21701 on Thursday 
Aug. 14, 2025 from 4pm to 
7 p.m. A second visitation 
will take place at the funer-
al home on Friday Aug. 15, 
2025 from 11 a.m. until the 
start of the funeral service 
at noon. Interment will take 
place at Resthaven Memori-
al Gardens, Frederick.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations may be 
made in Ronald’s name to 
the Kline Hospice House, 1 
Frederick Health Way, Fred-
erick, MD 21701. Online 
condolences can be made at 
www.KeeneyBasford.com
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