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DEATH NOTICES

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWSRichard Eric Snyder
Richard “Eric” Snyder 

was born to Shirley Stull 
Snyder and C I Snyder, Sr, 
on September 22, 1962, in 
Frederick, Maryland, where 
he lived his whole life. He 
was a graduate of Thom-
as Johnson High School 
and recently worked for 
Epiq Solutions in Mt. Airy. 
He was a hunter, loved an-
imals, and was a very avid 
fisherman. He took ev-
ery opportunity to cast his 
rod in ponds, the Mono-
cacy, and the Potomac. He 
passed away at Kline Hos-
pice House on Tuesday, July 
7, 2026, after a short illness. 

The family would like to 
thank the caregivers at Kline 
Hospice House for their 
kind care. Eric is survived by 
his brother, Clarence Irving 
Snyder, Jr. (Sandy) North 
Carolina, sister, Debbie Mil-
berry, Frederick, and spe-
cial niece, Camisha Milber-
ry, Hagerstown, a number of 
nieces, nephews, and cous-
ins and special friend, Ken. 
His burial will be private. 
Anyone wanting to honor 
Eric may make a donation 
to the Frederick Humane 
Society, 1786 N Market St., 
21701.

Kelly Winpigler
Kelly Marie Winpigler, 

58, passed away unexpect-
edly on July 8, 2026 at her 
beach house in West Ocean 
City, Maryland.

Born on August 4, 1967 
to Jean Delores Covell 
Delashmutt, Kelly graduat-
ed from Walkersville High 
School in 1985 and began 
her career at State Farm In-
surance. She married her 
husband, David E. Win-
pigler, Jr., in 2000 and they 
welcomed son Aaron Da-
vid Winpigler in 2005. In ad-
dition to David and Aaron, 
Kelly is survived by a broth-
er,

Bryan Covell (Linda) and 
children; her nephew Adair 
Covell; her mother and fa-
ther-in-law, David and Car-
ole Winpigler; brother-
in-law Michael Winpigler 
(Jenny) and children; cous-
ins Donnie and Debbie 
Poole, along with numer-
ous aunts, uncles, cousins 
and some newfound fam-
ily members that filled a 
place in her heart. Her clos-
est friends Steve and Cher-
yl Crawford were also a part 
of her family, and they will 
miss her and love her for-
ever.

Although she was a long-

time resident of Walkers-
ville, Kelly loved spending 
time at her beach house and 
with her family and friends.

Kelly will be greatly 
missed by her family, nu-
merous friends and her be-
loved dog, Gloria (Gigi). A 
Celebration of Life will be 
held July 31, 2026, at 5 pm at 
the Amvets Farm located at 
9602 Baltimore Road, Fred-
erick, MD.

Carolyn Brown
Carolyn Joy McCall 

Brown, 77, of Frederick, 
Maryland, passed from 
this life on Saturday, July 
11, 2026 at Kline Hospice 
House in Mount Airy, MD.

Born on November 30, 
1948, in Brunswick, she was 
the daughter of the late Mel-
vin and Virginia (Reynolds) 
Joy. Carolyn was preced-
ed in death by her first hus-
band, Patrick McCall and 
also by her 2nd husband, 
Richard Brown.

She graduated from 
Brunswick High School in 
1967.

Carolyn was employed 
by the Department of Ener-
gy. She retired and moved to 
Port Charlotte, FL but then 
returned to Maryland after 
a hurricane destroyed her 
antique shop. When back 
in Maryland, she created an 
online business selling an-
tiques. She loved to dance, 
online shopping at flea mar-
kets and looking for estate 
sales. Christmas didn’t start 
at the family home until 
Carolyn arrived, she loved it 
so much.

Carolyn will be sorely 
missed by her family and all 
who knew her. She was gen-
erous, caring and was al-
ways there when needed.

She will be missed by her 
sister, Susan Sappington 
and her husband, Richard, 
of Frederick; special niece, 
Theresa Baum and hus-
band, Bob, and their sons, 
Josh and Mark, of Lanham, 
MD; niece, Jackie Dohr-
mann of Charlotte, NC; 
nephew, Charles Stream 
and wife, Christine, of Lan-

caster, PA; and very spe-
cial friend and sister of the 
heart, Gyla Crutchfield of 
Berkeley Springs, WV.

Carolyn was preceded 
in death by her sisters, Mel-
va Stream and Delores An-
derson; niece, Jennifer Sap-
pington; and her furbabies, 
Brown Bag, Sassy McCall 
and Sassy Joy.

Services will be private.
Memorial donations may 

be made to Kline Hospice 
House or Friends for Life 
Cat Rescue.

Her final wish was to ask 
that you dance to the tunes 
of The Righteous Broth-
ers, Michael McDonald and 
Tom Jones and to remember 
her dancing away to her fa-
vorite songs.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.

Deborah Louise Flanigan, of Rocky Ridge, died Fri-
day, July 10. Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Frederick.

Carolyn Brown, of Frederick, died Saturday, July 11. 
Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, Frederick.

Larry Wright, of Damascus, died Thursday, July 9. Ar-
rangements are by Rollins Life Celebration Center, Fred-
erick.

Richard “Ricky Buck” Lee Young, Sr., of Hagerstown, 
died Friday, July 9. Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral 
Home, Frederick.

By MARK KENNEDY and 
CHARLOTTE GRAHAM-MCLAY 
Associated Press

WELLINGTON, New 
Zealand — Sam Neill, the 
smoothly elegant and ver-
satile actor whose prolif-
ic career moved from art 
films to blockbusters as he 
dodged velociraptors in “Ju-
rassic Park” and played Hol-
ly Hunter’s cruel husband 
in “The Piano,” has died. He 
was 78.

In 2023, Neill disclosed 
he had been diagnosed with 
angioimmunoblastic T-cell 
lymphoma, a rare type of 
non-Hodgkin lymphoma. 
He died on Monday in Syd-
ney, according to a state-
ment posted to the actor’s 
social media page.

His death was “sudden 
and unexpected,” the state-
ment said, adding that he 
“remained cancer free” 
when he died. A cause of 
death wasn’t specified. 
“Sam was surrounded by 
family and passed with the 
dignity that has character-
ized his whole life,” his fam-
ily wrote.

Tributes were paid by fel-
low actors and directors, in-
cluding Steven Spielberg, 
who helmed the first “Juras-
sic Park” movie.

“I adored making all the 
‘Jurassic’ movies with him. 
Along with Laura Dern and 
Jeff Goldblum, we will al-
ways have our Jurassic fam-
ily and Sam will never be 
forgotten by us or his many 
millions of fans around the 
world,” Spielberg said in a 
statement.

Actor Sharon Lawrence 
wrote on Instagram: “Con-
dolences and appreciation 
for the immense joy and 
mastery Sam Neill brought 
our industry.”

Actor came to world’s 
notice with ‘Dead Calm’ 
and ‘My Brilliant Career’

Neill was one of a host 
of actors and directors who 
achieved international fame 
after an explosion of Austra-
lian films that began in the 
late 1970s, along with Paul 
Hogan, Mel Gibson, Geof-
frey Rush, Russell Crowe, 
Jane Campion, Peter Weir 
and Gillian Armstrong. His 
range was remarkable, play-
ing opposite Helena Bon-
ham Carter in the Alan 
Ayckbourn comedy “Sweet 
Revenge” to chopping off 
Hunter’s finger in “The Pi-
ano” to poking his own 
eyes out in the sci-fi horror 
“Event Horizon.”

He portrayed both saint-
ly and sinner: In “Omen 
III: The Final Conflict,” he 
played Damien the Anti-
christ, and he also played 
Cardinal Thomas Wolsey in 
“The Tudors.”

The actor first came to 
the attention of internation-
al audiences in Armstrong’s 
1979 film “My Brilliant Ca-
reer,” which also intro-
duced Judy Davis. He later 
appeared in Phillip Noyce’s 
“Dead Calm,” a classy thrill-
er set at sea and co-star-
ring the then-relatively un-

known Nicole Kidman.
Neill twice co-starred 

with Meryl Streep, in Aus-
tralian director Fred Schepi-
si’s “Plenty” and — again for 
Schepisi — in “A Cry in the 
Dark,” a film about the sen-
sationalized aftermath of a 
dingo killing a baby in the 
Australian Outback.

He earned an Emmy 
nomination for his perfor-
mance in the title role of 
the 1998 miniseries “Mer-
lin” and another as nar-
rator of 2017’s “Wild New 
Zealand.” Neill also earned 
three Golden Globe nods — 
for “Merlin,” “One Against 
the Wind” and “Reilly: Ace 
of Spies.”

Richard E. Grant, a long-
time friend who co-starred 
with Neill in 2019’s “Palm 
Beach,” described him in 
a post on Instagram as “an 
officer and a gentleman 
in the truest sense.” Grant 
said Neill had “guided and 
helped me through a very 
difficult time in my life.”

‘Jurassic Park’ was his 
best-known film

Perhaps Neill achieved 
his highest level of fame in 
“Jurassic Park,” playing pa-
leontologist Alan Grant, 
who is summoned to an is-
land off Costa Rica where a 
theme park has been built to 
house herds of cloned dino-
saurs.

His character was 
thoughtful and reasonable, 
a scientist who warned the 
mastermind of the theme 
park before the chaos: “Di-
nosaurs and man, two spe-
cies separated by 65 mil-
lion years of evolution have 
just been suddenly thrown 
back into the mix together. 
How can we possibly have 
the slightest idea what to ex-
pect?”

Grant survived the har-
rowing events when the 
creatures get loose, but 
didn’t return for “The Lost 

World: Jurassic Park II” in 
1997. He came back for the 
third episode in 2001 and 
“Jurassic World: Dominion” 
in 2022.

“It’s probably a little 
late to learn these things,” 
he told the New York Daily 
News in 2001, “but I finally 
feel I’ve worked out how to 
be an action hero. I’m hap-
pier with Grant this time. 
He’s gnarly and grizzled, but 
he looks like he knows what 
he’s doing.”

Early life in Northern 
Ireland and New Zealand

Born in 1947 in Northern 
Ireland, Neill emigrated to 
New Zealand at the age of 7. 
He was born Nigel Neill, but 
told interviewers he started 
to go by Sam because there 
were too many Nigels at his 
school.

His family settled in 
Dunedin on the South Is-
land and he was sent to 
boarding school in Christ-
church. After college, he 
took the lead in “Sleeping 
Dogs” in 1977, the first fea-
ture made in New Zealand 
in more than a decade.

Neill’s other film roles in-
cluded playing a Soviet sub-
marine officer who memo-
rably dreams of a home in 
Montana in “The Hunt for 
Red October” and an inves-
tigator in director John Car-
penter’s “In the Mouth of 
Madness.”

On the small screen, 
Neill played the malign 
Chester Campbell in TV’s 
“Peaky Blinders” and Thom-
as Jefferson in the four-hour 
CBS miniseries, “Sally Hem-
ings: an American Trage-
dy.” On Apple TV+, he was 
on “Invasion,” playing Okla-
homa Sheriff John Bell Ty-
son, a man late in his career 
searching for his purpose. 
In 2024, he starred opposite 
Annette Bening in the Pea-
cock series “Apples Never 
Fall.”

Beloved in New Zealand 
as an unassuming 
celebrity

The actor became known 
in New Zealand as a mod-
est and unassuming per-
son who didn’t embrace ce-
lebrity. On social media, he 
often posted images of his 
farm animals, many of them 
affectionately named after 
celebrities and friends, like 
Laura Dern the chicken, Ky-
lie Minogue the duck and 
Helena Bonham Carter the 
cow.

New Zealand Prime Min-
ister Christopher Luxon 
mourned Neill as “one of the 
greats” in a statement post-
ed to social media.

“He started out when 
there was barely a film in-
dustry to speak of,” Luxon 
wrote. “For more than fifty 
years he took New Zealand 
stories to the world and his 
talents helped make our 
film industry into what it is 
today.”

Neill was also a vintner 
and under his Two Pad-
docks brand, he produced 
pinot noir and riesling 
wines from his winery in the 
Central Otago region of New 
Zealand’s South Island.

His memoir “Did I Ever 
Tell You This?” came out 
in March 2023 and he was 
awarded a knighthood in 
recognition of his “out-
standing contribution to 
film,” a title approved by the 
late Queen Elizabeth II.

“I can’t pretend that the 
last year hasn’t had its dark 
moments,” Neill told The 
Guardian in 2023, referring 
to his cancer diagnosis and 
treatment. “But those dark 
moments throw the light 
into sharp relief, you know, 
and have made me grateful 
for every day and immense-
ly grateful for all my friends.”

He is survived by his four 
children and eight grand-
children.

Sam Neill, New Zealand actor 
who starred in ‘Jurassic Park’ 
and ‘The Piano,’ dies at 78

Associated Press file photo

Sam Neill arrives at the premiere of “Apples Never Fall” on March 12, 2024, in Los Angeles.

By THERESA BRAINE
New York Daily News

Actress Wai Ching Ho, 
who inhabited the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe as vil-
lainous Madame Gao in 
“Daredevil,” “Iron Fist” and 
“The Defenders,” has died.

She was 82.
Ho’s “Daredevil” co-star 

Peter Shinkoda first an-
nounced her death, which 
was later confirmed by a 
spokesperson on behalf of 
her family.

“Just lost someone very 
special to me. She was one 
of the coolest,” Shinkoda 
wrote on Instagram Sun-
day.

He led a chorus of trib-

utes from fellow actors re-
calling her kindness, men-
torship and generously 
dispensed wisdom.

The family did not give 
a cause of death, but actor 
Perry Yung said on Insta-
gram Sunday that she had “ 
passed away peacefully af-
ter a stroke two days ago.”

Ho was born on Nov. 16, 
1943, in what was then Jap-
anese-occupied Hong Kong 
and went on to a prolific act-
ing career in movies, televi-
sion series and onstage. Be-
fore originating the role of 
crime boss Gao, the actress 
played a recurring charac-
ter on “One Life to Live” be-
tween 1983 and 1990. She 
also cropped up in sever-

al episodes of “Awkwafina 
Is Nora from Queens” and 
appeared in the procedur-
al classic “Law & Order” 
and its franchise, including 
the “Special Victims Unit,” 
“Criminal Intent” and “Or-
ganized Crime” spinoffs.

“Only Murders in the 
Building,” “Orange Is the 
New Black,” “Fresh Off 
the Boat,” “Blue Bloods” 
and other series were also 
graced with Ho’s presence. 
The actress voiced Grand-
ma Wu in the 2022 Pix-
ar animated film “Turning 
Red” and had a small part 
in Robin Williams’ 1990 
“Cadillac Man,” her first 
big-screen role.

Actress Wai Ching Ho, known as 
Marvel villain Madame Gao, dies at 82

Michael Loccisano/Getty Images

Wai Ching Ho attends the 
2019 Tribeca Film Festival at 
Village East Cinema on April 
28, 2019 in New York City. 
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