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DEATH NOTICES

Rose Thomas
Rose Thomas, of Frederick, died Friday, March 13. Ar-

rangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, Frederick.

Rose Thomas
Rose Darlene Gegor, born 

November 13, 1954, at Prince 
George’s General Hospital, 
the eldest daughter of Andrew 
and Victoria Gegor, passed 
away peacefully on March 
13, 2026, at Silverado Memo-
ry Care from complications of 
dementia. She was 71.

Raised in Prince George’s 
County alongside four broth-
ers and two sisters, Rose en-
joyed a lively, loving child-
hood. She graduated from 
Suitland High School in 1972 
and earned a degree in sec-
ondary education, with a con-
centration in physical educa-
tion, from Shepherd College 
in May 1976. During her col-
lege years, Rose was an ac-
tive and accomplished stu-
dent. She was a member of Psi 
Beta Beta Sorority, selected as 
the Sister of the Year in 1976 
and Shepherd’s Homecom-
ing Queen in 1975. She met 
her future husband, Ed, in the 
spring of 1976, and the two 
were inseparable ever since.

In the fall of 1976, Rose 
began her teaching career as 
a physical education teach-
er and coach at LaReine High 
School, a private Catholic 
girls’ school in Suitland. She 
organized the school’s first 
volleyball team, which went 
undefeated in its inaugural 
season and won the Wash-
ington Catholic Girls’ Private 
School Championship-an 
early reflection of Rose’s pas-
sion, dedication, and natural 
leadership.

After her mother’s death, 
when Rose was 23, she stepped 
into a matriarchal role for her 
younger siblings still at home. 
Over the years, she offered 
steady support, guidance, and 
unconditional love to each of 
her brothers and sisters.

Rose and Ed married in 
June 1978 and made their 
home in Frederick, where they 
raised their two sons, Kyle and 
Chase. Rose taught physical 
education at Walkersville Ele-
mentary and Middle Schools 
for two years before beginning 
a new chapter.

In 1980, Rose founded 
Property Management People 
(PMP). Although she had no 
formal business training, she 
had the perfect blend of charis-
ma, intuition, and grit to suc-
ceed. Rose was a passionate, 
inspiring leader whose confi-
dence in others helped them 
grow personally and profes-
sionally. A generous mentor, 
she willingly shared her deep 
knowledge of property man-
agement and created an envi-
ronment where others thrived. 
Rose wasn’t just an exception-
al boss-she was a kindhearted 
person and a loyal friend.

In the 1990s, Rose became 
active in the National Associ-
ation of Residential Property 
Managers (NARPM) earning 
the two most distinguished 
professional designations 
in the industry. In 2000, she 
joined the NARPM Board 
of Directors and went on to 
hold every officer position, 
culminating in her service as 
National President in 2006. 
She played a pivotal role in 
creating the Broker-Owner 
Conference and several in-
ternal groups that continue 
to shape industry standards 
today. Under her leadership, 
PMP became the first com-
pany in Maryland — and the 
35th nationally — to earn the 
Certified Residential Man-
agement Company designa-
tion, reflecting her commit-
ment to excellence.

Rose was proud of her Ital-
ian heritage and treasured her 
relationships with her mater-
nal grandmother and rela-
tives. After her grandmother’s 
death in the early 1980s, and 
through a series of circum-
stances, Rose’s American fam-
ily lost contact with her Italian 
family for more than 20 years. 
The story of her grandmother’s 
immigration to America-and 
the events that followed-could 
fill an exciting mini-series.

In 2004, Rose successful-
ly reconnected with her fam-
ily in Puglia region of Ita-
ly. Reuniting with her Italian 
relatives fulfilled a lifelong 
dream, and her subsequent 
trips to Italy-where she deep-
ened and celebrated the 
bonds of family-brought her 
immense joy.

A woman of deep Chris-
tian faith, Rose was an ac-
tive member of St. John the 
Evangelist Roman Catho-
lic Church and lived her life 
guided by compassion, integ-
rity, and humility. She served 
as a Eucharistic Minister, 
taught CCD, and chaperoned 
a group of parish teenagers to 
World Youth Day in 1997. Her 
faith was evident in her ac-
tions and thoughtfulness to-
ward others.

Rose cherished her fami-

ly and remained closely con-
nected to her siblings through-
out her life. She instilled in 
those she loved a simple prin-
ciple: always do the right thing. 
Her integrity was so steadfast 
that, as far as anyone knows, 
she “stole” only once-corn 
from a farm field near Shep-
herdstown during her college 
years. She and her sorority sis-
ters later discovered it was ani-
mal feed corn, which was (un-
fortunately for their dinner 
plans) inedible. The story be-
came a favorite family remind-
er of Rose’s honesty, humor, 
and good nature.

An avid runner, Rose com-
pleted two marathons-the 
Marine Corps Marathon and 
the inaugural Frederick Mar-
athon-along with count-
less 5Ks and half-marathons. 
When running became too 
hard on her knees, she em-
braced walking and hiking, 
continuing to find joy and 
peace in staying active.

Rose was, in many ways, 
our family’s “secret sauce.” She 
had an extraordinary ability to 
understand people-knowing 
when to encourage, when to 
comfort, when to teach, and 
when simply to hug. She also 
had the rare wisdom to know 
when to say nothing at all, al-
lowing a moment’s mean-
ing to settle and take hold. 
She had a gift for giving oth-
ers exactly what they needed 
at precisely the right time. For 
Rose, kindness was a spiritu-
al necessity. She believed in 
the power of generosity and 
felt twice blessed each time 
she lifted someone else’s spir-
it. Her kindness made others 
feel seen and valued-and she 
found real joy in return.

Rose is survived by Ed, her 
husband of 47 years, and their 
two sons, Kyle and Chase. Kyle 
and his wife, Carey, have three 
children: Sophie, Ava, and 
Hunter. Chase and his wife, 
Taylor, have a daughter, Eve-
lyn. Her grandchildren loved 
their Nonna, and her love for 
them was unmatched.

Rose is also survived by her 
brothers Andy (Carolyn), Joe 
(Debra), and Sam; and her sis-
ters Victoria (Glenn) and Ce-
cilia (Keith). She was preceded 
in death by her brother Pete, 
who passed away from ALS.

The family is grateful to 
the staff of Silverado Memo-
ry Care for their kindness and 
support. The Silverado staff, 
nurses, and caregivers were 
tremendous. We wish to ac-
knowledge Shaundel Mil-
burn, Rose’s primary care-
giver, for the love, affection, 
and gentleness she provided. 
Her kindness brought com-
fort, dignity, and peace to 
Rose’s days and the family’s as 
well. Shaundel treated Rose 
not just as someone you care 
for, but as someone you truly 
care about. The difference she 
made is deeply appreciated.

Arrangements are being 
handled by Stauffer Funeral 
Homes, 1621 Opossumtown 
Pike, Frederick. Viewings 
will be held, March 19, from 
2 until 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. 
A Catholic Mass will be cel-
ebrated on Friday, March 
20, at 1 p.m. at St. John the 
Evangelist Roman Catho-
lic Church, 118 E. Second 
Street, Frederick, with buri-
al immediately following 
the service. A Celebration of 
Life reception will be held at 
Dutch’s Daughter, 581 Himes 
Ave., Frederick, MD 21703 
from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Please, no flowers. The 
family requests that in lieu 
of flowers, donations may 
be made to Frederick Health 
Hospice, 1 Frederick Health 
Way, Frederick, MD. 21701. 
Rose’s Hospice nurse, Trish 
Ostendorf, provided extraor-
dinary guidance, support, and 
compassion to not only Rose 
but to her family. Trish’s ex-
pertise, care, and clear com-
munications were so valuable 
during this challenging time.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the family 
at StaufferFuneralHome.com.
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Obituaries are paid announcements.
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content.
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Robert Hankla, Jr.
Mr. Robert “Bobby” W. Hankla, Jr., of Frederick, died 

Tuesday, March 17. Arrangements are by Keeney and Bas-
ford Funeral Home, Frederick.

Thomas King
Thomas (Tom/Tommy) 

Richard King
Died March 15, 2026 at 

home in Etchison.
Born August 24, 1940 in 

Washington, DC. He lived 
with foster parents, Elsie 
and Lewis Mathias of Gaith-
ersburg until he was adopt-
ed by Pearle and Fillmore 
King of Etchison. In 1964 he 
married Jane Mathias (the 
daughter of Elsie and Lewis 
Mathias). He and Jane lived 
their entire married life in 
Etchison — first on Lay-
tonsville Road and then on 
Hipsley Mill Road.

He is survived by his wife 
of 61 years, Jane; daugh-
ter, Angela and her wife, Di-
anne; son, Tim and his wife, 
Lisa; grandchildren, Jason 
Sandoval, Angelica Jimenez 
and her fiance, Dustin, 
Stephanie Vance, Matthew 
Vance, John Vance; great 
grandchildren, Delaney, 
James and Jacob Vance, 
nephew, Jerry Mathias and 
family, nieces, Kristin Tulip 
and family and Jaci Gosche.

The day after gradua-
tion from Damascus High 
School in 1958, Tom went 
to work at the Atomic Ener-
gy Commission in German-
town, spending his entire 
career there. The agency lat-
er became the Department 
of Energy. He retired in 1994 
with 36 years of service.

Tom loved the outdoors. 
He enjoyed hunting, hiking, 
riding his motorcycle, and 
riding his bicycle (he biked 
several “centuries” and 
biked the C&O Canal). He 

also enjoyed cutting wood, 
gardening and lawn work. 
Tom loved America’s na-
tional parks, so for his 70th 
birthday, the family took 
him to the Grand Tetons 
and Yellowstone.

Tom was a life-long 
member of Mt. Tabor Unit-
ed Methodist Church in 
Etchison. He served as trea-
surer, financial secretary 
and trustee.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions may be made to Mt. 
Tabor United Methodist 
Church, P.O. Box 191, Da-
mascus, MD 20872.

The family extends their 
appreciation for exception-
al caregivers, Stanford, Rob-
ert and Kim.

Memorial service will be 
held Saturday, April 4, 2026, 
11 a.m., at Mt. Tabor Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 24115 
Laytonsville Road, Etchi-
son.

Online condolences may 
be shared with the fami-
ly on our website at www.
molesworthwilliams.com

Edmund W. Mauzy
Edmund W. Mauzy, 91, 

died at his home in the Vil-
lage of Rosemont, Mary-
land, on March 15, 2026.

Born on September 14, 
1934, in Bolivar, W.Va., he 
was the son of Joseph Kemp 
Mauzy, Sr., and Annie Zom-
bro Mauzy.

He was a 1952 gradu-
ate of Harpers Ferry High 
School and worked for the 
federal government for 33 
years, retiring in 1991 from 
the Department of Ener-
gy. He was a member of St. 
John Lutheran Church in 
Harpers Ferry.

He was married on De-
cember 24, 1957, to Mary 
Ann Howe. They were to-
gether for 68 years, living 
in their home in Rosemont 
since 1964.

He is survived by his 
wife and many loving mem-
bers of his wife’s family who 
loved him as Uncle Chirp 
or Pop. Also surviving is 
his lifelong friend, Donald 
Dahlin, of Arlington, Va.

He was predeceased by 
his brother, Joseph Kemp 
Mauzy, Jr. (Jay) and many 

members of the Mauzy and 
Zombro families.

Graveside services will 
be held at 2 pm on Tuesday, 
March 24, 2026, at the Fair-
view Lutheran Cemetery in 
Bolivar, W.Va., with the Rev. 
Dr. John Unger officiating.

His family thanks Fred-
erick Health Hospice for ex-
cellent and compassionate 
care, his several loving care-
givers, and loving neighbors 
and friends for their kind-
ness and help.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may 
be made to St. John Luther-
an Church, P.O. Box 668, 
Harpers Ferry, WV 25425 or 
Frederick Health Hospice, 1 
Frederick Health Way, Fred-
erick, MD 21701.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at www.staufferfuneral-
home.com.

Edmund Mauzy
Edmund W. Mauzy, of Rosemont, died Sunday, March 

15. Arrangements are by Stauffer Funeral Home, Bruns-
wick.

Dr. John Sheldon
Dr. John C. Sheldon of 

Frederick, Md., died on 
Wednesday, March 4, 2026 
after a brief illness at Johns 
Hopkins Hospital in Balti-
more, Md. John was a long-
time resident of Frederick 
and a faithful parishioner of 
St. Katherine Drexel Parish 
for twenty-six years. He was 
predeceased by his parents, 
Lloyd and Helen Sheldon of 
Harrisburg, Pa.

John was born on Sep-
tember 24,1947, in Wells-
ville, New York, with his 
family later settling in Har-
risburg, Pa. John was one of 
three sons and is survived 
by his brothers Robert Shel-
don of Carlisle, Pennsylva-
nia and Michael Sheldon 
of Harrisburg, Pennsylva-
nia. He is also survived by 
his brother Robert’s daugh-
ter, his beloved niece, Holly 
Weiss of Allentown, Pa.

John devoted his life to 
his cherished wife of 40 
years, Karen J. Krask, and 
his three beloved children; 
Evan Matthew Sheldon 
of Maputo, Mozambique, 
Dylan Patrick Sheldon of 
Washington, D.C., and his 
only daughter, MaryRose 
Catherine Sheldon of Gaith-
ersburg, Maryland. Father-
hood was John’s true call-
ing, and it was there he 
found his life’s purpose.

John is also survived by 
his only grandchild, Liya 
Helen Sheldon, aged five, 
and Karen’s siblings and 
their spouses and chil-
dren. He leaves behind sis-
ter-in-law Dr. Elizabeth 
Tsakiris, her husband and 
brother-in-law George, and 
their children (his niece 
and nephew), Karena Tsa-
kiris Asano and her hus-
band, Taiyo Asano and 
their two young children 
and Elias Tsakiris, his neph-
ew; his brother-in-law Da-
vid J. Krask and his wife 
Lesley Navin; his brother-
in-law Robert M. Krask and 
wife Kimberley and their 
children (his nephew and 
niece), Matthew Scott Krask 
and Julie Lauren Krask and 
her husband, Bruce Pf-
firmann, as well as John’s 
youngest brother-in-law, 
Peter M. Krask of New York.

John graduated, along 
with both of his broth-
ers, from Bishop McDe-
vitt Catholic High School 
in Harrisburg. He attended 
and graduated from Harris-
burg Community College, 
where he began his life-long 
love affair with the pursuit 
and passion of the profes-
sion and field of Education. 
His early commitment to 
education at the Commu-
nity College level as a path-
way to lifelong learning and 
educational access to all, 
remained with him his en-
tire adult professional life, 
and even continued in his 
final difficult days at Hop-
kins, where young medi-
cal students independent-
ly sought out his advice and 
counsel.

John graduated from Ed-
inboro University in Edin-
boro, Pa., with a Bachelor of 
Arts in May, 1970. He then 
went on to study and remain 
at The Pennsylvania State 
University where he was in-
vited to pursue advanced 
Master’s work at the behest 
of Penn State and graduat-
ed in September, 1971 with 
a Master of Education and a 
Master of Counselor Educa-
tion.

He began his Doctor-
al work through Penn State, 
but moved to Frederick in 
1976 to begin a Guidance 
Counselor position at Fred-
erick Community College. 
It was in this role where he 
met many lifetime friends 
and colleagues, including 
his friend, Jim Morrison and 
his then-boss, Rich Haney. 
It was also where he met his 
future bride, Karen, while 
teaching a Career Develop-
ment course at the College. 
John obtained his Doctorate 
of Education and Counselor 
Education from Penn State 
in November, 1981 and was 
the first employee to do so 
at FCC, other than the many 
Presidents he served un-
der. Also, for good measure, 
John pursued and achieved 
a Master of Arts in May of 
1981 from Hood College in 
Frederick.

John spent his long and 
storied career at FCC in a 
variety of administrative po-
sitions during the course of 
over 30 plus-years, includ-

ing Associate Dean of In-
struction from 1976 through 
2004, serving as the Associ-
ate Vice President for Learn-
ing Support from 2004-2010 
as well as the AVP for Learn-
ing Operations and Insti-
tutional Effectiveness. He 
maintained and served as 
an Adjunct Professor of 
Psychology during almost 
all of those years, teaching 
evening classes and even-
tually becoming the As-
sociate Dean of Evening 
Programs,or as it was collo-
quially known: “The Dean 
of Darkness” to become the 
first full-time Administrator 
to oversee the growing Eve-
ning College operations at 
the College.

John became a full-time 
Professor of Psychology in 
July of 2011, and served in 
that capacity until his re-
tirement on August 1, 2023. 
He savored every moment 
of his all-too short retire-
ment, from taking long fit-
ness walks and enjoying 
a second honeymoon trip 
with Karen to Aruba to cel-
ebrate their 40th wedding 
anniversary, to savoring the 
freedom of each and every 
day his retirement provid-
ed. He especially enjoyed 
his regular lunches with 
his dear friend, Dr. Michael 
Powell.

Prior to their retirements, 
John and Karen moved from 
their 37 year family home in 
Eastview to adopt an emp-
ty-nester lifestyle and en-
joy a maintenance- free life, 
on a quiet street in a devel-
opment with actual street-
lights. They cherished each 
and every year of raising 
their family among lifelong 
dear friends and neighbors 
in their former Eastview 
Community, including their 
next door neighbors Fred 
and Connie Wahl, the James 
Harris Drive and Sedwick 
Drive families of Ed and 
Peggy Dwyer, Jim and Kathy 
Moloney, Jack and Mary El-
len Demchalk and Norma 
and Bob Sacoman as well as 
the Spangler family.

Likewise, they have come 
to know, appreciate and en-
joy their Judicial Way new 
friends and pool pals. It has 
been a special joy for both 
John and Karen to watch 
the new and young families 
raising their children here 
who bring joy and laughter 
and light and hope to the 
world.

Finally, the family would 
like to express their eternal 
gratitude for the incompa-
rable care and compassion 
John received from Nurses 
Paul, David, Frank, Ireland, 
Faith and the many others 
whose names are not re-
membered, who rendered 
him comfort during his last 
and most difficult days.

The Sheldon Family will 
host a Remembrance with 
Friends on Thursday, March 
26, 2026 from 4-7 p.m. at the 
Keeney and Basford Funer-
al Home at 106 East Church 
Street in Frederick, Mary-
land. A Mass of Christian 
Burial will be held on Fri-
day, March 27, 2026 at St. 
Katherine Drexel Catholic 
Church at 8428 Opossum-
town Pike, Frederick, MD at 
noon.

All are welcome to join 
us in a Celebration of John’s 
Life gathering after the fu-
neral at 5041 Judicial Way 
in the Westview South Club-
house from 2-5 p.m.

A private family gather-
ing of John’s inurnment will 
take place at a later date at 
St. John’s Cemetery. May he 
rest in peace. Amen

We’re more than just print. Visit us at fredericknewspost.com.


