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DEATH NOTICES
Gregory “Dr. J” Smith, 

of Frederick, died Tuesday, 
July 22. Arrangements are 
by Rollins Life Celebration 
Center, Frederick.

Dawn Marie Vissari, of 
Frederick, died Thursday, 
July 24. Arrangements are 
by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Frederick.

Stephen Jeffrey Wisner, 
of Frederick, died Thursday, 
July 24. Arrangements are 
by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Frederick.

George P. Woodfield Jr., 
of Mount Airy, died Friday, 
July 25. Arrangements are 
by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Mount Airy.

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS

By GILLIAN FLACCUS 
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Tom 
Lehrer, the popular and er-
udite song satirist who lam-
pooned marriage, politics, 
racism and the Cold War, 
then largely abandoned his 
music career to return to 
teaching math at Harvard 
and other universities, has 
died. He was 97.

Longtime friend David 
Herder said Lehrer died Sat-
urday at his home in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts. He 
did not specify a cause of 
death.

Lehrer had remained on 
the math faculty of the Uni-
versity of California at Santa 
Cruz well into his late 70s. In 
2020, he even turned away 
from his own copyright, 
granting the public permis-
sion to use his lyrics in any 
format without any fee in re-
turn.

A Harvard prodigy (he 
had earned a math degree 
from the institution at age 
18), Lehrer soon turned his 
very sharp mind to old tra-
ditions and current events. 
His songs included “Poi-
soning Pigeons in the Park,” 
“The Old Dope Peddler” 
(set to a tune reminiscent 
of “The Old Lamplighter”), 
“Be Prepared” (in which 
he mocked the Boy Scouts) 
and “The Vatican Rag,” in 
which Lehrer, an atheist, 
poked at the rites and cere-
monies of the Roman Cath-
olic Church. (Sample lyrics: 
“Get down on your knees, 
fiddle with your rosaries. 
Bow your head with great 
respect, and genuflect, gen-
uflect, genuflect.”)

Accompanying him-
self on piano, he performed 
the songs in a colorful style 
reminiscent of such musi-
cal heroes as Gilbert and 
Sullivan and Stephen Sond-
heim, the latter a lifelong 
friend. Lehrer was often lik-
ened to such contemporar-
ies as Allen Sherman and 
Stan Freberg for his comic 
riffs on culture and politics 
and he was cited by Ran-
dy Newman and “Weird Al” 
Jankovic among others as 
an influence.

He mocked the forms of 
music he didn’t like (mod-

ern folk songs, rock ‘n’ roll 
and modern jazz), laughed 
at the threat of nuclear an-
nihilation and denounced 
discrimination.

But he attacked in such 
an erudite, even polite, 
manner that almost no one 
objected.

“Tom Lehrer is the most 
brilliant song satirist ever re-
corded,” musicologist Bar-
ry Hansen once said. Han-
sen co-produced the 2000 
boxed set of Lehrer’s songs, 
“The Remains of Tom Leh-
rer,” and had featured Leh-
rer’s music for decades on 
his syndicated “Dr. Demen-
to” radio show.

Lehrer’s body of work 
was actually quite small, 
amounting to about three 
dozen songs.

“When I got a funny idea 
for a song, I wrote it. And 
if I didn’t, I didn’t,” Lehrer 
told The Associated Press 
in 2000 during a rare inter-
view. “I wasn’t like a real 
writer who would sit down 
and put a piece of paper in 
the typewriter. And when 
I quit writing, I just quit. ... 
It wasn’t like I had writer’s 
block.”

He’d gotten into per-
forming accidentally when 
he began to compose songs 
in the early 1950s to amuse 
his friends. Soon he was 
performing them at coffee-
houses around Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, while he re-
mained at Harvard to teach 
and obtain a master’s de-
gree in math.

He cut his first record in 
1953, “Songs by Tom Leh-
rer,” which included “I Wan-
na Go Back to Dixie,” lam-
pooning the attitudes of the 
Old South, and the “Fight 
Fiercely, Harvard,” suggest-
ing how a prissy Harvard 
blueblood might sing a foot-
ball fight song.

After a two-year stint 
in the Army, Lehrer began 
to perform concerts of his 
material in venues around 
the world. In 1959, he re-
leased another LP called 
“More of Tom Lehrer” and 
a live recording called “An 
Evening Wasted with Tom 
Lehrer,” nominated for a 
Grammy for best comedy 
performance (musical) in 
1960.

Robert Vann
On July 21, 2025, Robert 

M. Vann, 73, of Brunswick, 
MD, passed peacefully sur-
rounded with his loving fam-
ily around his bedside. He is 
survived by his wife Cher-
yl, sons Micheal (Betty) of 
Mt. Airy, Clifton of Bruns-
wick, Matthew (Farrah) of 
Kearnysville, WV. “POPS” 
as referred to by his grand-
children and great-grand-
children. He is also survived 
by his younger brother Randy 
Vann of Virginia, His sister-
in-law Debbie of Smithsburg, 
brother-in-law Clinton of 
Smithsburg, sister and broth-
er in laws of Kim and Tim 
Bumgarner of Martinsburg, 
WV who he loved to go camp-
ing with. He loved and cher-
ished all his family, especially 
his many nieces and neph-
ews, great-nieces and neph-
ews and great-great-nieces 
and nephews. 

He is perceeded in death 
by his youngest son Joshua R. 
Vann who he is now reunited 
with. Robert was a hard work-

ing man, retiring from the 
City of Rockville after many 
years of service. He loved to 
piddle around the house as 
he called it and taking care of 
his babies, Ashton, Turk and 
Duke (the dogs). A receiving 
of family and friends will be 
held at 1 p.m. Friday, Aug. 1, 
2025, followed by a memorial 
service at 2 p.m. 

Arrangements made with 
J.L. Davis Funeral Home, 
Smithsburg, MD, and online 
condolences can be offered 
at www.jldavisfh.com.

Donald Wiles Jr.
Donald Hooper Wiles 

Jr, 71, of Middletown, MD, 
died peacefully at home on 
July 25, 2025, surrounded 
by the love of his family.

“Junior” lived a full life 
marked by quiet strength 
and a willingness to help 
others. He was a devoted 
husband, father, grandfa-
ther, and friend.

He was born in Fred-
erick in 1953 to Donald 
H. and Grace E. (O’Neal) 
Wiles, and attended Mid-
dletown schools, where he 
played baseball whenev-
er his list of chores would 
allow. He was a member 
of Zion Lutheran Church 
in Middletown and a life 
member of the Middle-
town Fire Company, since 
the age of 16. He played 
recreational softball in sev-
eral leagues in the valley, 
most recently with Zion 
Lutheran’s softball team.

Junior was a “jack-of-
all-trades”, having worked 
for several dairy farmers, 
Frederick County High-
way, Gladhill Furniture (37 
years), and as a tree trim-
mer, all before starting his 
own furniture repair busi-
ness that he ran for 16 
years.

Junior was preceded in 
death by his parents, and 
by his wife, Jennie Lee (Ni-
kirk) Wiles. He is survived 
by daughter and son-in-
law Dee and Ric Buchan-
an, and his pride and joy, 
grandchildren Abby and 
Sam Buchanan, as well as 
stepmother, Patricia Wiles, 
and seven siblings, George 
(Martha Jean), Greg, Dave 
(Debbie), Kenny (Cheryl), 

Jeff (Krista), Kevin (Mari-
anne), and Donna (Terry), 
and their families.

The family will receive 
friends on Wednesday, July 
30, 2025, from 3-5 p.m. and 
7-9 p.m. at Zion Luther-
an Church,107 W. Main 
Street, Middletown, MD 
The church will be open 
3-9 p.m. as a convenience 
to friends. A Funeral Ser-
vice will follow on Thurs-
day, July 31, 2025 from the 
church at 11 a.m. Inter-
ment to immediately fol-
low in Zion Lutheran Cem-
etery. Pallbearers will be 
members of the Middle-
town Volunteer Fire Com-
pany. Casual dress is re-
quested.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations may be 
made to Middletown Fire 
Company or Zion Luther-
an Church in Junior’s hon-
or. Junior’s calm strength 
was a source of support for 
many, and his memory will 
continue to inspire com-
passion in all who knew 
him. Condolences and 
more information avail-
able at www.harmanfuner-
als.com

Shirlee Mae Leithauser
Shirlee Mae Leithauser, 

96, of Frederick, Maryland, 
passed from this life on Tues-
day, July 22, 2025 at her home 
in Frederick, Maryland. She 
was the beloved wife of the 
late Lewis Joseph Leithauser 
for 60 years.

Born on Aug. 25, 1928, in 
Baltimore, Maryland, she was 
the daughter of the late Wil-
liam H. Smitzel and Mary Em-
ily Smitzel (Meade).

Mrs. Leithauser was an 
avid reader. She enjoyed trav-
eling, especially cruising. 
Most importantly, she en-
joyed spending time with her 
family and friends.

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Nancy Dukes and hus-
band William of Charles 
Town, WV and Jeffrey 
Leithauser and wife Cecelia of 
Port Charlotte, FL ; grandchil-
dren Michael, Gillian, Kait-
lin, Andrew, Kylie and Der-
ek; 14 great-grandchildren; 

sister Peggy Mahoney of Bal-
timore and numerous niec-
es and nephews. She was pre-
deceased by grandson Jacob 
Leithauser.

The family will receive 
friends from 5 to 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, July 31, 2025 at 
Stauffer Funeral Homes, 1621 
Opossumtown Pike in Freder-
ick, Maryland.

A celebration of Shirlee’s 
life journey will take place 
at 11 a.m. on Friday, Aug. 1, 
2025, at the funeral home.

Memorial donations may 
be made to your favorite char-
ity.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the family 
at StaufferFuneralHome.com.

Nichole Irwin
Mrs. Nichole “Nikki” 

“BeBe” Irwin, 73, of Fred-
erick passed away on Tues-
day, July 1, 2025, at Freder-
ick Health Hospital. She 
passed away peacefully 
under palliative care in the 
presence of her daughter 
Kendell. She was the loving 
wife of William H. “Skip” 
Irwin for over 50 years. 
Born Sept. 28, 1951, in San 
Francisco and raised in 
Palo Alto, CA, she was the 
daughter of the late Rich-
ard and Barbara Lambson.

In addition to her hus-
band Skip, she is survived 
by her daughter, Kendell 
Prior (Brek), grandchil-
dren, Gwendolyn Prior 
and William Prior, siblings, 
Denny Beak (Betty), Rick 
Lambson (Kathy), Vicki 
Webber, Laura Mertz and 
Gary Lambson (Christy), 
and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

Nikki moved to Calvert 
County, MD with her part-
ner Skip in 1973 and mar-
ried a year later in Savan-
nah, GA. Due to Skip’s work 
at Bechtel Corporation, 
they relocated a half-doz-
en times before settling 
in Frederick, MD in 1993. 
Nikki worked part-time as 
a floral designer and later 
coached high school girls’ 
tennis, with her schedule 
shaped around tennis. In 
2008, as her husband’s re-
tirement neared, she chose 
to stay in Frederick.

Nikki was a remarkable 
individual whose passions 
brought joy and inspira-
tion to all who knew her. 
Her love for pickleball and 

tennis was evident in the 
way she played with such 
enthusiasm and skill. Nik-
ki’s energy and dedication 
were truly admirable.

Her grandchildren, 
Gwennie and Will were the 
light of her life. She cher-
ished every moment spent 
with them, creating mem-
ories that will be treasured 
forever. Nikki’s nurtur-
ing spirit extended to her 
beautiful garden, where 
she found peace and hap-
piness among the flowers 
and plants she so lovingly 
tended. Her outdoor, hol-
iday themed, decorative 
sense delighted her neigh-
bors as each holiday ap-
proached.

Nikki’s legacy lives on 
in the hearts of her fami-
ly, friends, neighbors, and 
her exuberant Aussie lab-
radoodle Ms. Ricky. She 
will be remembered for 
her vibrant spirit, her love 
for life, strong and sin-
cere hugs, and the joy she 
brought to those around 
her. May her memory con-
tinue to inspire us all.

A Celebration of Life 
will be held later.

Allen W. Grimes
In Loving Memory of Al-

len Wayne Grimes
June 13, 1952 — July 23, 

2025
It is with heavy hearts 

that we announce the pass-
ing of Allen Wayne Grimes, 
“Big Al”, who went home to 
be with The Lord on July 23, 
2025 at the age of 73. Allen 
died peacefully in his sleep 
at the home he loved and 
helped build over 40 years 
ago. His loving wife Rose 
was faithfully by his side. He 
fought numerous health is-
sues for many years. He was 
a devoted husband, brother, 
loving father, proud grand-
father, and uncle. He leaves 
behind a legacy of perse-
verance, kindness, strength, 
unwavering love and faith.

Allen was raised in 
Mount Airy, MD by his par-
ents Donald and Virginia 
Grimes. Allen is survived by 
his wife Rose Grimes, with 
whom he shared a lifetime 
of love and partnership, and 
recently celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary 
this past Dec. 8. He is also 
survived by his only sibling, 
Bob Grimes (and wife Di). 
Often referred to as “Broth-
er Bob”, he provided unwav-
ering support and friend-
ship for Allen over the years. 
Allen was a proud father 
to three sons: Josh Grimes 
(and wife Penny Grimes), 
Seth Grimes (and wife Sta-
cey Grimes), and Corey 
Grimes, who each carry for-
ward his values, spirit, and 
dedication to family. He 
was also a cherished grand-
father to five grandchildren 
(who affectionately called 
him “Big Al”); Jacob Grimes, 
Megan Grimes, Dylan 
Grimes, Colton Grimes, and 
Leah Grimes, who brought 
him immense joy and who 
will miss his warmth, laugh-
ter, and stories.

After graduating from 
South Carroll High School 
and Towson State College, 
Allen was a very success-
ful realtor for 33 years. He 
was known for his love for 
blues music and later in life 
earned the nickname “The 
Bluesman”. Whether spend-
ing time with family, en-
couraging so many through 
social media and phone 
calls, or offering to pray for 
those in need, he had a way 

of making others feel seen 
and loved. Many of his son’s 
friends refer to Allen as their 
second father.

Allen had many hobbies 
such as skiing, playing the 
drums, going to music con-
certs with Rose, and his pas-
sion for spending time on 
the water at both Seneca 
Lake and Deep Creek Lake. 
His passion for time on the 
water has carried onto his 
three sons at Lake Anna, 
VA. In addition to his hob-
bies, he always enjoyed the 
family dog and sunset views 
around his home.

Though he may no lon-
ger be with us in person, his 
spirit lives on in the hearts 
of those who knew and 
loved him. His memory will 
be treasured always.

The family will welcome 
visitors for a viewing on 
Tuesday, July 29 from 5-8 
p.m. at St. Peter the Apostle 
Roman Catholic Church in 
Libertytown, MD, where Al-
len was a parishioner. A fu-
neral mass will also be held 
at St. Peter’s and will take 
place on Wednesday, July 
30 at 11 a.m. with Monsi-
gnor John Dietzenbach pre-
siding. There will be an in-
terment to follow. St. Peter’s 
is located at 9201 Green 
Valley Rd, Union Bridge, 
MD 21791, which is locat-
ed in Libertytown one block 
north of the Rts. 75 and 26 
intersection. Family and 
friends are invited to gath-
er in remembrance and cel-
ebration of a life well lived.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family kindly requests do-
nations to be made to the 
American Diabetes Associ-
ation.

Leave a message or 
memory on his “tribute 
wall” at www.hartzlerfuner-
alhome.com.

Jack C. Rippeon
Jack Coleman Rippe-

on, age 95, of Union Bridge, 
died Saturday, July 26, 2025 
at his home. Born June 14, 
1930 in Mt. Airy, he was the 
son of the late John Zacha-
rias Rippeon and Mary El-
len Gaitrell Rippeon. He 
was the husband of the late 
Jeannette Rippeon who 
died Dec. 28, 2024.

Jack served in the U.S. 
Army from 1948-1954 in 
Germany. He was employed 
for 30 years in animal re-
search at Camp Ft. Detrick 
in Frederick. He was a mem-
ber of Locust Grove Church 
of the Brethren, the Ameri-
can Legion in Chincoteague, 
VA and V.F.W. Post 8806 of 
Union Bridge. He enjoyed 
hunting, fishing at Chincote-
ague where he resided for 47 
years and spending time on 
his boat, “Bumble Bee”.

Surviving are daughter, 
Teresa Gladfelter and hus-
band Stanley of Johnsville, 
son, John C. Rippeon and 
wife Lisa of New Windsor; 
grandchildren, Steve Kent 
(Becca), Travis Smith, Mi-
chael Griesser (Ashley), 
Kelsea Stroosnyder (Sean), 
Taylor Lookingbill (Eddie), 
Haley See (Jason), John 
Rippeon Jr. (Taylor) and 
Norman Gladfelter (De-
nise); great-grandchildren, 
Cole and Callie Smith, Stel-
la Kent, Parker and Charlie 
Griesser, Grady and Made-
lyn Baker, Nash Lookingbill, 
Bristol See, Maverick and 
Jett Stroosnyder and Mick 
Gladfelter; sister, June Hay-
dak and brothers, Frank and 
George Rippeon. He was 
predeceased by a son, Gary 
Rippeon; sisters, Irene Nor-
wood, Mary Louise (“Boy”) 

Lewis and Treva Hall and 
brothers, Roger and John 
Rippeon Sr.

A funeral service will 
be held at noon Wednes-
day, July 30 at Locust Grove 
Church of the Brethren, 
13356 Glissans Mill Rd., Mt 
Airy, with Pastor Greg Quin-
trell officiating. Military in-
terment will follow in Lo-
cust Grove Cemetery.

The family will re-
ceive friends at the church 
Wednesday, from 11 a.m. 
until time of service.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Frederick 
Health Hospice, 1 Frederick 
Health Way, Frederick, MD 
21701.

A condolence message 
or memories may be placed 
on his “tribute wall” at www.
hartzlerfuneralhome.com.

Walter Smith
Walter Smith, aged 82, 

passed away on July 24, 
2025, in Frederick, MD. Wal-
ter’s career was notable, be-
ginning at Clorox in Freder-
ick, before dedicating many 
years as a millwright at SAIC 
at Ft. Detrick.

Known for his vibrant 
and outdoorsy spirit, Wal-
ter was an active long-time 
member and treasurer of 
the Sons of Amvets. His 
hobbies ranged from ar-
chery to deer and mush-
room hunting. He was the 
go to handyman for many 
family and friends. Walter 
cherished his travels, par-
ticularly cruising and fish-
ing at Smith Mountain Lake. 
His most memorable jour-
ney was visiting his father’s 
grave in France where he 
died during WWII. In his lat-
er years, he enjoyed leisure-
ly afternoons on his carport 
with a cold drink, watching 
the world go by. 

Walter also had a passion 
for collecting knives and 
belt buckles, often showcas-
ing his latest acquisitions.

He is survived by his 

wife, Sandra Smith; daugh-
ter, Nicole Kline; son, Tim-
othy Smith; grandson, Mi-
chael Smith; and several 
nieces and nephews. Wal-
ter was preceded in death 
by his brothers, Woodrow Jr. 
and Downye Smith, and his 
parents, Cora Norris Smith 
and Woodrow Smith.

There will be no ser-
vices held. Contributions 
in memory of Walter can be 
made to the Sons of Amvets 
Post 2 or the National Deer 
Association. Walter’s life 
story remains a cherished 
narrative of adventure, fam-
ily, and enduring friend-
ships.

Tom Lehrer, song satirist, 
mathematician, dies at 97


