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More than a dozen artists 
cheered Thursday when the 
NOMA gallery and Blue Ele-
phant Art Center on Market 
Street in Frederick was designat-
ed a “contributing resource” to 
the city’s historic district.

The designation of the build-
ing at 437 N. Market St. as a con-
tributing resource delays a hear-
ing on a proposed demolition of 
part of the building’s roof and 
rear by developers.

That demolition is part of 
plans to help rehabilitate the 
building for residential usage.

Frederick’s Historic Preser-
vation Commission voted 4-0 
in favor of the designation, with 
Commissioners Paul Fitzgerald, 
Anne Hart, Iva Saller and Carol 
Kelly voting for the desgingation, 
while Commissioners Ed McMa-
hon, Jeri DeYoung and Jonathan 
Lovins were absent.

The commission is tasked 
with maintaining the city’s his-
toric character, and it primarily 
focuses on the exterior aesthet-
ics of historic buildings.

The designation also adds 
stipulations for the Historic Pres-
ervation Commission to weigh 
when considering the demoli-
tion.

“Partial demolition of a con-
tributing resource will not be 
approved if demolition will so 
alter the overall building, site, 
structure, or object such that the 
building, site, structure, or ob-
ject will no longer be contribut-
ing,” the city’s historic preserva-
tion guidelines say.

Developer Maher Kilajian 
told the commission Dec. 11 that 
the goal is to keep the NOMA art 
gallery in the building , but it is 
too soon to say definitively if it 
will stay.

The demolition request fo-
cuses on parts of the build-
ing that do not face 5th Street 
or Market Street, architect Ben 

Bates, who is designing im-
provements to the building, said 
in a Dec. 11 commission work 
session.

Louise Kennelly, executive 
director of the Frederick Arts 
Council, said the building is his-
torically significant because it 
“houses some of the most im-
portant cultural assets” in the 
city.

The arts council advocates on 
behalf of the city’s artist commu-
nity, according to its website.

She referenced the building’s 
usage as studio space for artists 
for almost 30 years.

“Historic preservation rec-
ognizes that significance lies in 

use as well as architecture, and 
once that continuity is broken 
through demolition, it cannot be 
restored,” she said.

The Historic Preservation 
Commission does not weigh pro-
posed usages of buildings when 
making its decisions. Its deci-
sions focus on maintaining the 
historic character and integrity 
of building structure, according 
to the city’s historic preservation 
guidelines.

The agenda for the next com-
mission meeting has not yet been 
set, so it is unclear if the partial 
demolition will be weighed at its 
next meeting on Jan. 22.
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During Saturday’s winter rain-
storm, a few dozen children and 
their parents kept dry, warm and 
entertained at the Brunswick 
Branch Library’s third annual 
“Children’s Museum at the Library” 
event.

“We have a lot of really wonder-
ful toys and activities, so the Chil-
dren’s Museum is a day where we 
can get them all out at once,” said 
Sarah Showe, a children’s librari-
an. “Children’s Museums are this 
wonderful resource for people, but 
they often cost a lot of money, so we 
wanted to do something where we 
could invite the community out for 
free.”

Staff pulled out the library’s col-
lection of large toys, the kinds that 
most kids don’t have at home, and 
opened their doors to children ages 
0 to 10 to play from 10 a.m. to noon.

The toys available included a 
water and sand table, a wind tun-
nel, a floor piano, giant tic-tac-toe 
games, floor puzzles, pneumatic 
tubes and a wide range of art sup-
plies.

Holly Nelson, who spent much 
of the event watching her 5-year-
old son, Wesley Hollenberg, assem-
ble a large box with Fort Boards, 
said it’s fun to bring her kids to a 
place with toys they don’t normal-
ly get to play with.

“We wanted to get out of the 
house and do something fun,” she 
said.

Wesley said his favorite part of 
going to the Children’s Museum 
event was “probably just getting to 
free play and build.”

Aaron West spent most of his 
time at the event watching his two 
girls, ages 2 and 4, play with a maze 
of interlocking tubes known as Air 
Toobz. The set allows kids to use a 
pneumatic fan device to send balls 
through the maze.

The two girls and several other 
children repeatedly ran around the 
tube maze laughing, following the 
balls along their circuitous routes.

“My wife said she’s looked into 
getting something like this,” West 
said, “but it’s probably too cost-pro-
hibitive to have at home.”

Unfortunately, Showe said, 
there is only one day a year when 
the library can bring out all of the 
big donated toys at the same time.

“It’s a lot of pieces,” she said. “To 
have all of this out at once, the library 
would be a mess. But today we have 
volunteers helping and the mess is 
worth it for sure for a few hours ev-
ery now and then, because it brings 
a lot of joy to the community.”

Showe said the library has such 
a large collection of elaborate toys 
and games because of the local 
Friends of the Library volunteer 
group that does regular fundraisers.

“They often will purchase us big 
ticket items, like our wind tunnel 
or our water table, and they’ve al-
ways been super supportive of our 
library,” she said. “It’s been won-
derful.”

She said the fundraisers that 
support the big purchases are a lot 
of fun themselves, such as Bruns-
wick’s annual Railroad Days cele-
bration and the “Not Quite Burns 
Night,” an informal celebration of 
the Scottish poet Robert Burns. 
That will be held on Thursday, Jan. 
22, at Smoketown Brewing Station 
at 223 W. Potomac St. in Brunswick 
from 6 to 9 p.m.

Showe said the staff tries to offer 
a lot of weekend events in January 
because people are always looking 
for indoor activities in the winter.

On Saturday, Jan. 24, from 
10 a.m. to noon, the Brunswick 
Branch Library will offer an oppor-
tunity for children to meet Heiress, 
a service dog with the Child Ad-
vocacy Center. The event will be a 
class session that teaches children 
about “body boundaries.”

Partial demolition plans for Market Street artist 
space delayed as building is designated ‘contributing’
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The top floors of 437 N. Market St. are shown in Frederick on Sunday.

Designs by Bates Architects for the demolition of parts of the building at 437 N. Market St. 

Brunswick Library holds special Children’s Museum day
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Holly Nelson helps her son, Wesley Hollenberg, 5, assemble fort boards at the Children’s Museum at the Library 
event at the Brunswick Branch Library on Saturday. Wesley said his favorite part of the event, which featured a 
wide range of toys and games, was “probably just getting to free play and build.”

Children and parents play with a variety of toys at the event.


