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Sports Local Roundup: Pfeil’s OT  
tip-in helps Lions stun Roaders
B3

UP NEXT
 What: Patriots 

at Ravens 
 When: 8:20 

p.m., Sunday 
 TV: NBC

UP NEXT
 What: Eagles 

at Commanders 
 When: 5 p.m., 

Saturday 
 TV: Fox

GIRLS BASKETBALL

By NOAH TRISTER
Associated Press

OWINGS MILLS — Tavius Robinson pressured 
the quarterback, Kyle Van Noy intercepted the pass 
— and after a careful handoff, Alohi Gilman re-
turned the ball all the way to the end zone.

Baltimore’s final touchdown was a true team ef-
fort by a defense that delivered a performance the 
Ravens sorely needed.

Baltimore became the first team to shut out Cin-
cinnati since Joe Burrow was drafted, beating the 
Bengals 24-0 on Sunday. The op-
pressively cold conditions made 
catching the ball an adventure, 
and the Ravens’ defense allowed 
only 4.2 yards per play despite be-
ing on the field for almost two-
thirds of the game.

“I think we kind of said it at the 
start of this week, like, ‘It’s do or 
die,’” Robinson said.

Baltimore (7-7) was a game behind Pittsburgh 
in the AFC North before Sunday’s win. The Steelers 
faced Miami on Monday night.

Robinson played for the first time since Week 6, 
returning from a broken foot to give a boost to Balti-
more’s pass rush. Cincinnati’s first drive of the game 
took 8:20 off the clock, but Robinson sacked Burrow 
for a 15-yard loss to push the Bengals out of field-
goal range.

“T-Rob is probably one of the best guys around, 
and it’s like a guy you would want to marry your sis-
ter, just off the field,” linebacker Roquan Smith said. 
“And then on the field, the guy’s one of the hardest 
workers I know. He never complains, always shows 
up to work, day in and day out, never says, ‘Why 
me? Why me?’ He just took it as an opportunity. He 
just came out and just showed who he is.”

After a slow start, Baltimore’s offense started do-
ing what most teams have done against Cincinna-
ti’s defense. Lamar Jackson threw two touchdown 
passes near the end of the first half, and although 
the Ravens didn’t have any more offensive TDs after 

Sending 
a message

Robinson, Ravens defense 
get shutout in ‘do or die’

Associated Press

Bengals quarterback Joe Burrow, right, is sacked by 
Ravens linebacker Tavius Robinson during the first 
half Sunday in Cincinnati.

Orioles fans all across Mary-
land and beyond woke up 

Thursday morning with a shared 
thought:

Was that a dream?
As much as it might have felt 

like one, no, it wasn’t a dream. 
The Orioles actually agreed to a 
five-year, $155 million contract 
with Pete Alonso on Wednesday, 
a source confirmed to The Balti-
more Sun.

Even as the drumbeats out of 
the winter meetings in Orlando, 
Florida, clearly pointed to the Ori-
oles making a splash, it was still 
hard to believe that the team that 
only a few years ago ran a $42 mil-
lion payroll would give a single 
player $31 million per season. The 

team that lost Mike Mussina to 
the New York Yankees and traded 
away Manny Machado before he 
hit free agency — that team just 
stole Alonso away from the New 
York Mets?

A few years 
ago, the Orioles 
being the team to 
overpay for a free 
agent like Alon-
so would have been 
unfathomable. Now, despite Bal-
timore fans pinching themselves, 
it’s reality.

The Alonso deal, announced 
Friday by the Orioles, didn’t just 
send shockwaves through the 
baseball world. It provided a jolt 
rarely, if ever, felt to a starved fan 

base that for decades has been 
one of the least fortunate in all of 
sports.

The 2025 season might have 
been one of the most difficult for 

Orioles fans in re-
cent memory. Af-
ter spending five 
years watching a 
rebuilding ball-
club be one of the 

worst in MLB, the 
Orioles’ window finally opened in 
2023. But the team was swept out 
of that postseason and the next 
one. Then, a disappointing off-
season and a disastrous start to 
the 2025 campaign led to a mana-
gerial firing, a trade deadline fire 
sale and fear that the pain of the 

rebuild could have been all for 
naught. Oh, and then the organi-
zation raised season ticket prices 
— using inflation as the reason-
ing — and increased the sizes of 
the plans, rankling many who just 
wanted to keep the same plan and 
seats they already had.

One signing doesn’t wipe away 
decades of disappointments, nor 
will it undo the foibles and fail-
ures of 2025. But adding a super-
star like Alonso sure is quite an 
effective palate cleanser, reinvigo-
rating a fan base that’s spent most 
of this year down in the dumps.

The other teams in Major 
League Baseball, through their 

Alonso deal gives starved fan base a reason to hope

Ulysses Muñoz, The Baltimore Banner via AP

Newly signed Orioles first baseman 
Pete Alonso got a five-year, $155 
million contract.

Jacob Calvin Meyer
Baltimore Sun

Associated Press

Commanders quarterback Jayden 
Daniels finishes his second NFL 
season with 1,262 passing yards, 
eight touchdowns and three 
interceptions.

FROM SKY HIGH TO SHUT DOWN
Commanders say star second-year QB Daniels’ injury-ravaged season is over
By TASHAN REED
The Washington Post

Jayden Daniels’ season is over.
Washington Commanders 

Coach Dan Quinn said Mon-
day afternoon that the team will 
shut down its star quarterback 
for the rest of the season. The sec-
ond-year standout missed Sun-
day’s win over the New York Gi-
ants after aggravating a left elbow 
injury a week earlier; he original-
ly dislocated it Nov. 2 and missed 
three games.

Even with the Commanders 
eliminated from playoff conten-

tion, Quinn had left Daniels’ sta-
tus for the last three games of the 
season up in the air as recently as 
last week. But when Daniels was 
reevaluated Monday, 
team doctors still did not 
clear him for contact.

With the Command-
ers on a short week be-
fore hosting the Philadel-
phia Eagles on Saturday 
and then tackling anoth-
er abbreviated week of 
preparation as they host the Dal-
las Cowboys on Christmas, the 
team came to the conclusion that 
it would be best for Daniels to re-

main sidelined. Quinn said the 
quarterback was disappointed 
when he got the news, but he un-
derstood.

“This guy’s a compet-
itor,” Quinn said. “That’s 
what always stands out 
about him. He wanted no 
part of [injured reserve 
and wanted] to practice 
and be there with the 
guys. Doing that, I think 
that speaks of the team-

mate. ... That was important to 
him: to show that support.”

The Commanders’ decision to 
let Daniels play against the Min-

nesota Vikings on Dec. 7, when 
their playoff hopes were extreme-
ly slim but not extinguished, drew 
pointed questions. But Washing-
ton’s brass — led by Quinn and 
General Manager Adam Peters 
— thought it would be beneficial 
for Daniels to keep playing so he 
would have game reps to work 
on learning how to protect him-
self. That didn’t work out; he left a 
game with an injury for the fourth 
time this season as the Com-
manders were routed, 31-0.

“It’s hard,” Quinn said. “There 

(See DANIELS B2)

(See ALONSO B2)

(See MESSAGE B2)

Staff photo by Ric Dugan

Brunswick’s Tatum Smith, middle, keeps possession of the ball as Walkersville’s Fatmatta Bangura, left, and Makayla Harrell 
try to take the ball away in Monday’s game at Brunswick High School.

BREATHING ROOM

By ALEXANDER DACY
adacy@newspost.com

BRUNSWICK — As 
Brunswick’s Juliette Bel 
dribbled the ball up the floor 
midway through the fourth 
quarter, she and her Rail-
roaders teammates sought 
any way to stop Walkers-
ville’s late surge.

For Bel, that manifested 
in a pull-up 3-pointer. She 
hadn’t made a shot all game 
to that point. She swished it. 
Just over 30 seconds later, 

she did it again, finding all 
net on another triple.

Suddenly, Brunswick 
could relax again. The 
Roaders were back up by 16 
points, which proved to be 
the final margin in their 51-
35 home win over the Lions 
Monday night. Brunswick 

Staff photo by Ric Dugan

Brunswick’s Madison Greenwood, left, gets a steal on a pass 
intended for Walkersville’s Nahlaya Johnson-Freeman.

ON THE WEB
 View a slide show:  

fredericknewspost.
com/sports

Roaders’ Bel hits pair of 3-pointers 
to keep Lions at bay in victory

 Brunswick 51,  
Walkersville 35

(See BREATHING B2)
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NFL
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East W L T Pct PF PA
New England 11 3 0 .786 382 276
Buffalo 10 4 0 .714 411 324
Miami 6 7 0 .462 281 296
e-N.Y. Jets 3 11 0 .214 276 397
South W L T Pct PF PA
Jacksonville 10 4 0 .714 376 292
Houston 9 5 0 .643 323 228
Indianapolis 8 6 0 .571 392 303
e-Tennessee 2 12 0 .143 225 394
North W L T Pct PF PA
Pittsburgh 7 6 0 .538 308 311
Baltimore 7 7 0 .500 335 320
e-Cincinnati 4 10 0 .286 314 437
e-Cleveland 3 11 0 .214 226 332
West W L T Pct PF PA
x-Denver 12 2 0 .857 342 261
L.A. Chargers 10 4 0 .714 315 284
e-Kansas City 6 8 0 .429 328 268
e-Las Vegas 2 12 0 .143 196 363
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East W L T Pct PF PA
Phila. 9 5 0 .643 320 271
Dallas 6 7 1 .464 407 420
e-Washington 4 10 0 .286 291 375
e-N.Y. Giants 2 12 0 .143 300 396
South W L T Pct PF PA
Tampa Bay 7 7 0 .500 327 354
Carolina 7 7 0 .500 264 317
e-Atlanta 5 9 0 .357 281 341
e-New Orleans 4 10 0 .286 226 332
North W L T Pct PF PA
Chicago 10 4 0 .714 365 338
Green Bay 9 4 1 .679 348 281
Detroit 8 6 0 .571 428 345
e-Minnesota 6 8 0 .429 289 307
West W L T Pct PF PA
x-L.A. Rams 11 3 0 .786 420 261
Seattle 11 3 0 .786 405 242
San Francisco 10 4 0 .714 344 293
e-Arizona 3 11 0 .214 302 388

e-Eliminated from playoffs
x-clinched playoff spot

Thursday’s Games
Atlanta 29, Tampa Bay 28

Sunday’s Games
Baltimore 24, Cincinnati 0
Buffalo 35, New England 31
Chicago 31, Cleveland 3
Houston 40, Arizona 20
Jacksonville 48, N.Y. Jets 20
L.A. Chargers 16, Kansas City 13
Phila. 31, Las Vegas 0
Washington 29, N.Y. Giants 21
Denver 34, Green Bay 26
L.A. Rams 41, Detroit 34
New Orleans 20, Carolina 17
San Francisco 37, Tennessee 24
Seattle 18, Indianapolis 16
Minnesota 34, Dallas 26

Monday’s Games
Miami at Pittsburgh, late

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic W L Pct GB
New York 18 7 .720 —
Toronto 16 11 .593 3
Boston 15 11 .577 3½
Phila. 14 11 .560 4
Brooklyn 7 18 .280 11
Southeast W L Pct GB
Orlando 15 11 .577 —
Atlanta 15 12 .556 ½
Miami 14 12 .538 1
Charlotte 8 18 .308 7
Washington 4 20 .167 10
Central W L Pct GB
Detroit 21 5 .808 —
Cleveland 15 12 .556 6½
Milwaukee 11 16 .407 10½
Chicago 10 15 .400 10½
Indiana 6 20 .231 15
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest W L Pct GB
Houston 16 6 .727 ½
San Antonio 18 7 .720 —
Memphis 11 14 .440 7
Dallas 10 16 .385 8½
New Orleans 5 22 .185 14
Northwest W L Pct GB
Oklahoma City 24 2 .923 —
Denver 18 6 .750 5
Minnesota 17 9 .654 7
Portland 10 16 .385 14
Utah 9 15 .375 14
Pacific W L Pct GB
L.A. Lakers 18 7 .720 —
Phoenix 14 12 .538 4½
Golden State 13 14 .481 6
L.A. Clippers 6 19 .240 12
Sacramento 6 20 .231 12½
Sunday’s Games

Washington 108, Indiana 89
Brooklyn 127, Milwaukee 82
Atlanta 120, Phila. 117
Minnesota 117, Sacramento 103
New Orleans 114, Chicago 104
L.A. Lakers 116, Phoenix 114
Portland 136, Golden State 131
Charlotte 119, Cleveland 111, OT

Monday’s Games
Detroit 112, Boston 105
Toronto 106, Miami 96
Dallas at Utah, late
Houston at Denver, late
Memphis at L.A. Clippers, late

Tuesday’s Games
New York vs San Antonio, 8:30 p.m., Las 

Vegas (Championship Game)
Wednesday’s Games

Cleveland at Chicago, 8 p.m.
Memphis at Minnesota, 8 p.m.

NHL
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Tampa Bay 33 18 12 3 39 106 88
Detroit 33 18 12 3 39 104 109
Montreal 32 17 11 4 38 105 113
Boston 33 19 14 0 38 109 105
Florida 32 17 13 2 36 103 101
Toronto 31 14 12 5 33 102 102
Ottawa 31 14 13 4 32 98 102
Buffalo 32 14 14 4 32 98 109
Metropolitan GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Carolina 32 21 9 2 44 108 90
N.Y. Islanders 33 19 11 3 41 100 93
Washington 32 18 10 4 40 106 83
Philadelphia 31 16 9 6 38 92 88
Pittsburgh 31 14 8 9 37 99 96
New Jersey 33 18 14 1 37 97 103
N.Y. Rangers 34 16 14 4 36 89 92
Columbus 32 13 13 6 32 96 112
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Colorado 32 23 2 7 53 128 74
Dallas 33 21 7 5 47 111 89
Minnesota 33 19 9 5 43 99 87
Utah 34 16 15 3 35 106 101
Chicago 32 13 13 6 32 91 98
Winnipeg 31 15 15 1 31 96 96
St. Louis 33 12 14 7 31 84 118
Nashville 31 12 15 4 28 87 109
Pacific GP W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 31 16 6 9 41 96 90
Anaheim 33 20 12 1 41 118 108
Los Angeles 31 14 8 9 37 83 82
Edmonton 33 15 12 6 36 110 114
San Jose 33 16 14 3 35 96 110
Seattle 30 12 12 6 30 74 93
Calgary 33 13 16 4 30 84 97
Vancouver 32 12 17 3 27 89 112
Sunday’s Games

Vancouver 2, New Jersey 1
Utah 5, Pittsburgh 4, OT
Carolina 3, Philadelphia 2, SO
Minnesota 6, Boston 2
Montreal 4, Edmonton 1
Buffalo 3, Seattle 1

Monday’s Games
Anaheim 4, N.Y. Rangers 1
Florida 5, Tampa Bay 2
Ottawa at Winnipeg, late
Los Angeles at Dallas, late
Nashville at St. Louis, late

Tuesday’s Games
Anaheim at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Toronto, 7 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Utah at Boston, 7 p.m.
Vancouver at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Edmonton at Pittsburgh, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Calgary at San Jose, 10 p.m.
Colorado at Seattle, 10 p.m.

TV Sports
TODAY
CHL HOCKEY
11:30 a.m.

NHLN — Ilves Tampere vs. Lulea
2 p.m.

NHLN — Frolunda Gothenburg vs. ERC Ingolstad
COLLEGE BASKETBALL (MEN’S)
6 p.m.

ACCN — Lipscomb at Duke
6:30 p.m.

PEACOCK — Toledo at Michigan St.
7 p.m.

CBSSN — Florida St. at Dayton
ESPN — Louisville at Tennessee
ESPN2 — South Carolina at Clemson
PEACOCK — DePaul at St. John’s
SECN — UMKC at Oklahoma

8 p.m.
ACCN — ETSU at North Carolina
PEACOCK — Valparaiso at Northwestern

8:30 p.m.
PEACOCK — Butler at UConn

9 p.m.
ESPN2 — Towson at Kansas
SECN — Queens (N.C.) at Arkansas

COLLEGE BASKETBALL (WOMEN’S)
10 p.m.

BTN — Cal Poly at UCLA
COLLEGE FOOTBALL
9 p.m.

ESPN — IS4S Salute to Veterans Bowl: Troy vs. 
Jacksonville St., Montgomery, Ala.
NBA
8:30 p.m.

PRIME VIDEO — Emirates NBA Cup: San Antonio 
vs. New York, Championship, Las Vegas
NHL
7:30 p.m.

TNT, TRUTV — Edmonton at Pittsburgh
8 p.m.

MONUMENTAL — Washington at Minnesota
10 p.m.

TNT, TRUTV — Colorado at Seattle
TENNIS
6 a.m. (Wednesday)

TENNIS — Next Gen Finals: Round Robin

Area Schedule
Tuesday, Dec. 16
Boys Basketball

MSD at Rockbridge, 5:30
Wrestling

Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School, St. James 
at MSD, 4

Middletown at Brunswick, 6
Walkersville at Catoctin, 6
Tuscarora at Thomas Johnson, 6
Frederick at Linganore, 6
Urbana at South Hagerstown, 6
Oakdale at Clarksburg, 6:15

Swimming and Diving
Catoctin at Walkersville, 6

was a lot that just consumes 
your mind day and night. 
... We thought we had a 
good plan for the [last five 
games]. How does the say-
ing go? Man plans and God 
laughs. You adjust.”

As he came off a brilliant 
rookie season, expectations 
were sky high for Daniels 
and the Commanders in 
2025. In the end, he played 
just seven games because 
of knee, hamstring and el-
bow injuries. Unsurprising-
ly, Washington has stum-
bled to a 4-10 record. Its win 
Sunday snapped an eight-
game losing streak.

“Let’s be honest: It’s 
been hard in a lot of ways,” 
Quinn said. “We’re just try-
ing to make the best deci-
sions we can.”

The focus for Daniels, 
who will turn 25 this week, 
now turns to preparing for 
2026. While he won’t play 
again this season, he will 
continue to practice and be 
involved in game-planning. 
The Commanders hope that 
process helps him learn 
to preserve his health next 
year.

“It’s mostly on drop-
backs, honestly, to say: 
‘When do I remain a pass-
er? When do I keep my eyes 
downfield?’” Quinn said. 
“Not having to do those in 
the game reps isn’t ideal, 
but we’re going to try to find 
the best way possible. And 
I’m hopeful that a year from 
now when you say, ‘What 
did you learn?’ when you’re 
talking to Jayden, maybe 
this vantage point even over 
a couple of weeks when he’s 
not playing and wanting 
to be, we gain some expe-
rience and maybe a vision 
that you wouldn’t have nor-
mally had. That’s what I’m 
hopeful will get done.

“And then, as he gets into 
the offseason and the train-
ing, obviously, that’s go-
ing to be a big part of what 
we’re doing, knowing how 
important he is. He knows 

that. He’s not happy that he 
is going to be out, but that’s 
where we’re at.”

Daniels finishes his sec-
ond NFL season with 1,262 
passing yards, eight touch-
downs and three intercep-
tions. He also rushed for 278 
yards and two scores. Last 
season’s numbers — over 
17 games — that made him 
the NFL’s offensive rookie of 
the year: 3,568 passing yards 
with 25 touchdowns and 
nine interceptions (as well 
as 891 yards and six TDs on 
the ground).

Barring injury, backup 
quarterback Marcus Mario-
ta will start the Command-
ers’ final three games. The 
32-year-old already has 
started seven games and 
has appeared in 10. He has 
put the ball in harm’s way 
too often, but he has a sol-
id grasp of coordinator Kliff 
Kingsbury’s offense and 
has played at a solid level 
in Daniels’ place. He will be 
an unrestricted free agent 
in the offseason, so his per-
formance down the stretch 
could factor into his future 
with the franchise.

“He’s an impactful guy 
for a lot of reasons,” Quinn 
said. “Having him the full 
three games to go take all 
the reps and do the prepa-
ration to go, that’s a big 
deal. We wanted to give him 
that opportunity as well, to 
make sure he had the tim-
ing, the execution, the prac-
tice reps.”

Although the Command-
ers will hold out Daniels 
even if he’s cleared for con-
tact, that isn’t necessarily 
how they will approach the 
rest of the roster. Left tackle 
Laremy Tunsil was knocked 
out of Sunday’s win with 
an oblique injury, but he 
will return to action if he’s 
healthy, Quinn said.

“We’ll have to see what 
the strength looks like for 
him — the movement, the 
strength — over the next 
couple days,” the coach 
added. “If he’s able to, then 
he will play.”

Daniels shut down
(Continued from B1)

College Basketball

THE AP MEN’S TOP 25
The top 25 teams in The Associated Press’ 

college basketball poll, with first-place votes in 
parentheses, and total points based on 25 points 
for a first-place vote through one point for a 25th-
place vote and previous ranking.
 Record Pts Prv
1. Arizona (42) 9-0 1500 1
2. Michigan (15) 10-0 1470 2
3. Duke (3) 10-0 1406 3
4. Iowa St. (1) 11-0 1336 4
5. UConn 10-1 1286 5
6. Purdue 10-1 1195 6
7. Gonzaga 10-1 1109 8
8. Houston 10-1 1079 7
9. Michigan St. 9-1 1037 9
10. BYU 9-1 1017 10
11. Louisville 9-1 921 11
12. North Carolina 9-1 794 14
13. Vanderbilt 10-0 766 15
14. Arkansas 8-2 726 17
15. Nebraska 11-0 655 23
16. Alabama 7-3 644 12
17. Kansas 8-3 502 19
18. Illinois 8-3 483 13
19. Texas Tech 7-3 314 16
20. Tennessee 7-3 286 20
21. Auburn 8-3 283 21
22. St. John’s 6-3 250 22
23. Florida 6-4 200 18

23. Virginia 9-1 200 24
25. Georgia 9-1 82 -

THE AP WOMEN’S TOP 25
 Record Pts Prv
1. UConn (24) 10-0 792 1
2. Texas (8) 12-0 776 2
3. South Carolina 10-1 727 3
4. UCLA 9-1 710 4
5. LSU 11-0 642 5
6. Michigan 9-1 640 6
7. Maryland 12-0 583 7
8. Oklahoma 11-1 566 9
9. TCU 11-0 560 8
10. Iowa St. 12-0 555 10
11. Iowa 10-1 430 11
12. Kentucky 11-1 414 15
13. Vanderbilt 9-0 403 14
14. Mississippi 10-1 322 17
15. Baylor 10-2 302 13
16. Louisville 10-3 297 22
17. Tennessee 7-2 278 18
18. North Carolina 9-3 273 12
19. Southern Cal 7-3 246 16
20. Notre Dame 8-2 221 19
21. Ohio St. 9-1 180 21
22. Washington 9-1 161 20
23. Nebraska 11-0 123 24
24. Michigan St. 9-1 63 25
25. Princeton 10-1 40 -

actions, believe the Orioles over-
paid for Alonso, who’s hit more than 
30 home runs in all six of his full sea-
sons to begin his career. The Boston 
Red Sox and New York Mets, the oth-
er top suitors for Alonso, were report-
edly not willing to go up to five years 
or $155 million for the 31-year-old 
slugger. Perhaps Alonso won’t be as 
productive in 2030, and the contract 
might be a hindrance.

But Wednesday’s reaction fea-
tured nary a complaint from a fan 
base that’s become increasingly di-
vided in recent years, especially as it 
pertains to any move made by pres-
ident of baseball operations Mike 
Elias. Owner David Rubenstein, 
whose deeper pockets and perhaps 
his eagerness to win helped spur this 
move, kept his faith in Elias after a 
calamitous campaign, and Elias de-
livered by landing the “Polar Bear.”

Before Rubenstein bought the 
club — a time in which the biggest 
news the Orioles made in the off-
season was when John Angelos used 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day as an ex-
cuse to not answer questions about 
his family’s legal battle — the Ori-

oles ran puny payrolls, and Elias re-
ceived partial blame for the club’s 
disinterest in spending. In Elias’ first 
six years as general manager, he had 
never handed out a multiyear con-
tract to a free agent. He’s now given 
three such deals in two offseasons 
with Rubenstein.

But the Alonso deal isn’t the first 
data point of Rubenstein’s willing-
ness to spend or Elias’ interest in ex-
ecuting that vision. Last offseason, 
Elias offered Corbin Burnes a four-
year, $180 million contract, which 
would have been the highest aver-
age annual value (AAV) for a pitch-
er in MLB history. Earlier this week, 
Elias reportedly offered Kyle Schwar-
ber a five-year, $150 million contract, 
which would have been the highest 
AAV ever for a designated hitter.

Both Burnes and Schwarber had 
significant preferences to play else-

where — the former closer to home 
in Arizona, the latter in Philadelphia. 
But Elias kept taking big swings and 
finally found the barrel, and the con-
tract for Alonso is the highest AAV 
ever for a free agent first baseman.

Alonso undoubtedly will make the 
Orioles better over the next half-de-
cade, and Baltimore fans are cer-
tainly excited about having him 
in Charm City. But the jubilation 
Wednesday wasn’t about Alonso. It 
was a primal release of a decade’s 
worth of frustration in the form of 
belief.

The Orioles are not done this off-
season, and it appears payroll will 
increase once again — perhaps into 
the top 10 in MLB. If Rubenstein and 
Elias continue to behave this way, it 
opens up more doors to what the fu-
ture of this organization could be. 
There are no guarantees, but the 
odds of a big trade, a long-term con-
tract for a starting pitcher or an ex-
tension for a young star went up on 
Wednesday.

Throughout much of this year, the 
light at the end of the tunnel seemed 
dim for Baltimore fans. Now, it’s as 
bright as ever.

Alonso deal gives starved fans reason to hope
(Continued from B1)

that, they finished the game with 189 
yards rushing.

With Baltimore up 17-0 in the 
fourth quarter, Burrow’s pass was in-
tercepted by Van Noy, who hand-
ed off to the speedier Gilman, who 
went 84 yards for the touchdown that 
capped the team’s most complete 
performance of the season.

What’s working
This is now two straight games the 

Ravens have been able to get their 
running game going. Jackson, Der-
rick Henry and Keaton Mitchell com-
bined to average over 9 yards per run 
against the Bengals.

Running back Rasheen Ali didn’t 
have any carries, but he scored the 
game’s first points from 30 yards out 
on a well-executed screen pass.

What needs help
Jackson was sacked four times 

while attempting only 12 passes, 
which is too many negative plays.

“I’d like us to just find a way to stay 
on the field more. Part of that is the 
defense scored in the fourth quarter 

— if we are just being honest about 
it,” coach John Harbaugh said Mon-
day. “The defense scores, and they’re 
back on the field. That was bookend-
ed by two long Bengals drives. They 
had the long drive all the way down 
to the red zone, and we get the touch-
down on defense. Then they decide 
that they’re going to try to run the 
game out, at that point.”

Stock up
Robinson wasn’t the only Balti-

more player who had a big game on 
defense. Cornerback Marlon Hum-
phrey has battled through some in-
jury problems this year and came up 
with an interception in the second 
quarter.

“It was just a really good week of 
practice. The message was, ‘Hey, we 
have to practice well. We have to prac-
tice well,’” Humphrey said. “But I feel 
like guys really took it to heart, and it 
kind of did get a little contagious.”

Stock down
The tight ends weren’t a big fac-

tor in the passing game. Mark An-
drews caught two passes for 18 yards, 
and Isaiah Likely and Charlie Kolar 

weren’t targeted at all.

Injuries
Linebacker Teddye Buchanan tore 

an ACL and will miss the rest of the 
season.

Key number
Out of Baltimore’s 40 offensive 

plays, eight of them went for over 20 
yards.

Next steps
The Ravens face a three-game 

gauntlet to finish the regular sea-
son — home against AFC East-lead-
ing New England, at Green Bay and at 
Pittsburgh.

Sending a message
(Continued from B1)

earned its first girls basket-
ball victory over Walkers-
ville since Jan. 25, 2022, and 
just its second in at least 20 
seasons.

“I’m really pleased with 
us learning how to win ear-
ly,” Roaders head coach Sam 
Connelly said. “I thought it 
might be later in the season 
when we got to that point 
because of how young we 
are.”

In the past, that’s been 
the case for Brunswick. 
Wins have often been few 
and far between. Slow starts 
to a season typically spiral.

But the Roaders (2-2) 
pulled their record even, 
though it’s early. And that’s 
a potential building block 
for a squad that has sev-
en underclassmen, starting 
three of them Monday.

Brunswick won for the 
second time in four days 
after knocking off Clear 
Spring on Friday. In that 
contest, and again Monday, 
the team finally found its 
chemistry after pulling to-
gether a largely new roster 
this season.

“Our first couple games, 
we weren’t really into it all 
together,” junior forward 
Zoey Roberts said. “But in 
these last two games, we’ve 
really focused on getting the 
ball to each other, helping 
on defense and everything.”

That’s a major change 
from a season ago, when the 
Roaders struggled to bond 
on the floor.

“It’s more about we and 
less of me,” Bel said of the 
change in chemistry.

As juniors, Bel and Rob-
erts are two of the more ex-
perienced players who have 
seen through a number of 
difficult Brunswick cam-
paigns.

And they have experi-

ence in stanching the op-
ponent’s momentum, like 
Bel did with her 3s and Rob-
erts did with her game-high 
11 points. She’s a visible 
front-court presence, work-
ing hard to put back miss-
es, draw fouls and keep her 
team organized.

“I think it’s really all 
about making sure you al-
ways are watching the ball 
and staying focused on 
that,” Roberts said. “If you 
make a bad play, you get 
back, you hustle for the ball, 
you make sure that every-
body knows where they’re 
supposed to be.”

The Roaders are doing 
a better job of that, though 
they’re still a work in prog-
ress, with Connelly noting 
his team’s inconsistencies in 
its half-court offense.

But Brunswick pieced to-
gether enough to win Mon-
day, leading wire-to-wire 
and by double digits for the 
entire second half. Sopho-
more guards Joedyn Njin-
yah (10 points) and Emme 
Miller (nine points) made 
key buckets, with Miller 
knocking down a 3 late in 
the first half.

“The biggest point of 
emphasis has been get-
ting them to play varsi-
ty basketball and under-
stand the speed of their 
decision-making,” Connel-
ly said. “I think it’s always 
a big step for any freshman 
or sophomore to play at that 
level if they’re not used to it.

“It’s just trying to coach 
through those moments 
and me reminding myself 
on the bench that I’ve got-
ta coach through those mo-
ments and not really get 
frustrated.”

Senior guard Kierstyn Se-
nuta led the Lions (0-2) with 
a 10-point effort, eight of 
which came in the second 
half.

Breathing room
(Continued from B1)

ATLANTA (AP) — Short-
stop Ha-Seong Kim is re-
turning to the Atlanta Braves, 
agreeing Monday to a $20 
million, one-year contract.

Kim gets a $4 million 
raise. He had declined a 
$16 million player option 
from the $29 million, two-
year contract he agreed to in 
February with Tampa Bay, a 
deal that paid him $13 mil-

lion. The Braves announced 
the new deal with Kim Mon-
day night.

The 30-year-old from 
South Korea batted .234 with 
five homers and 17 RBIs for 
the Rays and Braves, who 
claimed him off waivers on 
Sept. 1. Kim didn’t make his 
season debut until July 4 be-
cause of right shoulder sur-
gery in late 2024.

Infielder Kim returns to Braves  
on $20 million, 1-year contract

 The jubilation Wednes-
day wasn’t about Alonso. 
It was a primal release of a 
decade’s worth of frustra-
tion in the form of belief.

College Football

Dec. 13
Celebration Bowl

SC State 40, Prairie View A&M 38, 4 OT
LA Bowl

Washington 38, Boise State 10
Dec. 16
Salute to Veterans Bowl

Troy vs. Jacksonville State, 9 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 17
Cure Bowl

Old Dominion vs. South Florida, 5 p.m. (ESPN)
68 Ventures Bowl

Louisiana vs. Delaware, 8:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 18
Xbox Bowl

Arkansas State vs. Missouri State, 9 p.m. 
(ESPN2)
Dec. 19
Myrtle Beach Bowl

Kennesaw State vs. Western Michigan, 11 a.m. 
(ESPN)
Gasparilla Bowl

Memphis vs N.C. State, 2:30 p.m. (ESPN)
College Football Playoff
First Round

No. 11 Alabama (10-3) at No. 8 Oklahoma (10-2), 
8 p.m. (ESPN/ABC)
Dec. 20
College Football Playoff

First Round
No. 10 Miami (Fla.) (10-2) at No. 7 Texas A&M 

(11-1), noon (ESPN/ABC)
No. 17 Tulane (11-2) at No. 6 Mississippi (11-1), 

3:30 p.m. (TNT/HBO Max)
No. 19 James Madison (12-1) at No. 5 Oregon 

(11-1), 7:30 p.m. (TNT/HBO Max)
Dec. 22
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl

Utah St. vs. Washington St., 2 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 23
Boca Raton Bowl

Louisville vs. Toledo, 2 p.m. (ESPN)
New Orleans Bowl

Western Kentucky vs. Southern Miss, 5:30 
p.m. (ESPN)
Frisco Bowl

Ohio vs. UNLV, 9 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 24
Hawai’i Bowl

Cal vs. Hawaii, 8 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 26
GameAbove Sports Bowl

Central Michigan vs. Northwestern, 1 p.m. 
(ESPN)
Rate Bowl

New Mexico vs. Minnesota, 4:30 p.m. (ESPN)
First Responder Bowl

FIU vs. UTSA, 8 p.m. (ESPN)


