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DEATH NOTICES

OBITUARIES IN THE NEWS Sue Ann Wilms
Sue Ann Wilms, 86, 

of Frederick, Maryland, 
passed away peacefully on 
June 9, 2026.

Born on January 15, 1940, 
in Akron, Iowa, Sue Ann was 
the daughter of Chester and 
Naomi Mason.

Sue Ann was as a Regis-
tered Nurse and it was more 
than a profession for Sue 
Ann—it was a calling, and 
she touched countless lives 
through her skill, kindness, 
and dedication.

Sue Ann was preced-
ed in death by her beloved 
husband and soulmate, 
Heinz G. Wilms, and by her 
son, Matt “Redd” Wilms, 
who passed away on June 
9, 2023—almost to the very 
minute three years before 
his mother.

She is survived by her 
daughters, Lisa Renn (Mark) 
and Ann Tyler (Daryl); her 
daughter-in-law, Michelle 
Wilms; her grandchildren, 
Monica Bush (Robert), Syd-
ney Panther (Jack), Brady 
Tyler (Erin Segal), Logan 
Wilms (Tyde Faber), Evan 
Johnson (Anna), Kaily John-
son (Jared Nenno), Jordyn 
Eckard (Justin), Andrew 
Renn (Megan Stevens); and 
her treasured great-grand-
children, Carlie and Levi 
Bush, Violet and Magnolia 
Panther, and Jaycie Eckard.

She is also survived by 
her sister, Marcia Benna 
(Burt), along with many be-
loved in-laws, cousins, niec-
es, nephews, and friends.

Later in life, Sue Ann re-
connected with her child-
hood love Cliff Whitaker. 
She often joked that they 
were not boyfriend and girl-
friend—she would say in-

stead they were “book ends” 
as they are there for the be-
ginning and the end.

In her later years, Sue 
Ann made her home at 
Spring Arbor Senior Living. 
Her warmth, humor, and 
caring nature endeared her 
to many residents and staff 
alike.

Memorial contributions 
can be made to Frederick 
County 4H or Akron Iowa 
Historical Society

Cremation services han-
dled by Keeney and Bas-
ford. A memorial service 
will be held on Sunday June 
28, 2026 at 1:30 pm at Spring 
Arbor Senior Living 6601 
English Muffin Way Freder-
ick Maryland 21704.

Online condolences and 
an extended obituary can 
be found at www.Keeney-
Basford.com

Stanley Lee Cooper
Stanley Lee Cooper, 85, 

of Knoxville, Maryland, 
passed away at home after a 
five-month battle with blad-
der cancer on Tuesday, June 
16, 2026.

Born on February 7, 
1941, in Brunswick, MD, he 
was the son of the late Stan-
ley S. Cooper and Ruth (Al-
bert) Cooper.

He graduated from 
Brunswick High School, 
class of 1959, and joined 
the Air Force. After his dis-
charge, he went to work for 
PEPCO in Washington, DC, 
until his retirement.

Stan was married to Shir-
ley Arnold Cooper for 64 
years. They raised two sons, 
James Michael and wife An-
nette, and Jason Scott and 
wife Terri. He was especially 
proud of, and dearly loved, 
his two grandsons, Stanley 
Thomas and girlfriend Jes-
sica Lee, and Dalton Bryce 
Cooper.

He is survived by his 
brother, Larry Milford 
(Johnny) and his wife Dor-
othy. He was preceded in 
death by his brothers, James 
William and Roy Wendall, 
and sister, Reba Jane Coo-
per. He also missed his spe-
cial nephew, James Billy 
Cooper.

The family would like to 
thank his doctors, Dr. Bazzi, 
Dr. Haseebuddin, Marjorie 
Palmer CRNP, and Dr. Asun-
cion for their care. Also, 
thank you to the hospice 
nurses, CNA’s, and Freder-
ick Health Hospital nursing 

staff that assisted with his 
care.

The funeral home will be 
open for visitation from 2:00 
pm to 8:00 pm on Tuesday, 
June 23, 2026, at Stauffer 
Funeral Home, P.A., 1100 
North Maple Avenue in 
Brunswick. The family will 
receive friends from 2:00 
pm to 4:00 pm and 6:00 pm 
to 8:00 pm. Please dress ca-
sually.

Graveside services 
will begin at 10:00 am on 
Wednesday, June 24 at Park 
Heights Cemetery in Bruns-
wick. A gathering will follow 
at the Brunswick American 
Legion.

Expressions of sympathy 
may be offered to the fami-
ly at StaufferFuneralHome.
com.

Sean Hayslett
Sean Hayslett of Mount 

Airy MD passed peacefully 
at home on June 15, 2026 af-
ter a courageous battle with 
ALS. Sean was born in An-
napolis, MD in 1969 to Dan-
iel and Patricia Hayslett. 
He was raised in Eudora, 
KS where he enjoyed track, 
cross country and basket-
ball. His family later re-
turned to Maryland where 
he graduated from Magrud-
er High School. Sean was 
married to his high school 
sweetheart, Nicole for 34 
years.

Sean dedicated his ca-
reer to the construction in-
dustry. He was the owner of 
SDH Construction and tran-
sitioned to the commercial 
sector later in his career.

A life cut short too ear-
ly. Sean will be remembered 
for his devotion to his family 
and pets, strong work ethic, 
and gregarious personality.

Sean was preceded in 

death by his daughter, Al-
yssa Richards and his par-
ents Danny and Pat. He is 
survived by his wife, Nicole, 
and sons, Austin Hayslett 
and Nicholas Hayslett. He 
is also survived by siblings, 
Athena Cook, Terry Hays-
lett, and Immanuel Hays-
lett.

A celebration of Sean’s 
life will be held at a future 
date.

Lynn Malatt
Lynn Mathew Malatt, 

64, passed away on Mon-
day, June 8, 2026, in Lawton, 
Oklahoma.

Lynn was born on Sep-
tember 20, 1961, in Wash-
ington, D.C., to Roger H. 
Malatt and Regina W. Malatt 
(Wiman). He grew up in 
Rockville and later Damas-
cus, Maryland.

Lynn is survived by his 
father, Roger Malatt; his 
brother, Mark (Marissa) 
Malatt; and his sisters, Ce-
leste (Tim) Wheeles and 
Michele (Andy) Brown. He 
is also survived by his be-
loved nieces and nephew, 
whom he loved dearly and 
with whom he always en-
joyed sharing adventures, 
laughter, and life lessons. 
In addition, he is survived 
by his great-nieces and 
great-nephews, as well as 
many aunts, uncles, cous-
ins, and friends.

He was preceded in 
death by his mother, Regi-
na Malatt.

Lynn was an avid motor-
cycle enthusiast who rode 
across the country many 
times, making new friends 
who often became like fam-

ily along the way. He lived 
his life one adventure at a 
time and embraced every 
opportunity to explore and 
connect with others. He 
worked as a Project Manag-
er for Centinel, where he en-
joyed both his work and the 
friendships he built with his 
coworkers.

Lynn will be deeply 
missed by all who knew and 
loved him.

A Celebration of Life will 
be held at a later date. In 
lieu of flowers, those wish-
ing to honor Lynn’s memory 
may make a donation to the 
Down Rider Fund at down-
riderfund.org.

Stanley Lee Cooper, of 
Knoxville, died Tuesday, 
June 16. Arrangements are 
by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Brunswick.

Maurice “Marshall” 
King, of Adamstown, died 
Wednesday, June 10. Ar-
rangements are by Roll-
ins Life Celebration Center, 
Frederick.

Earl Peter LaBatt, of 
Frederick, died Tuesday, 
June 16. Arrangements are 
by Stauffer Funeral Home, 
Frederick.

Johnny Howard, of 
Frederick, died Wednes-
day, June 17. Arrangements 
are by Rollins Life Celebra-
tion Center, Frederick.

By GIADA ZAMPANO
Associated Press

ROME — Carlo Ginzburg, 
an Italian historian whose pi-
oneering work transformed 
the study of the past by recov-
ering the voices of marginal-
ized people, died Wednesday 
at 87.

The Scuola Normale Su-
periore in Pisa, where he was 
both a student and professor 
emeritus, said he died in the 
northern Italian city of Bolo-
gna.

Ginzburg was a pioneer 
of microhistory, which focus-
es on small, specific units of 
analysis — such as an individ-
ual, a community, or a singu-
lar event — to reveal broader 
themes and issues within his-
tory.

A leading figure in con-
temporary historiography, 
Ginzburg developed the so-
called “evidential paradigm,” 
a method based on interpret-
ing clues, traces and seeming-
ly minor details to reconstruct 
the experiences of those ex-
cluded from dominant nar-
ratives.

His early work focused on 
the “benandanti,” a pagan 
fertility cult in the 16th- and 
17th-century Friuli region 
whose members, seen as sha-
manic healers, were accused 
of heresy by the Inquisition.

The research underpinned 
his first book, published in 
1966, in which he traced the 
cult’s roots to older Central 
European beliefs.

He later explored here-
sy in his landmark 1976 book 
“The Cheese and the Worms,” 
widely regarded as one of the 
most important works of Ital-
ian historiography.

The book reconstructed 
the trial of a 16th-century Fri-
ulian miller accused of hold-
ing unorthodox beliefs about 
the origins of the world and 
Jesus Christ.

Drawing on inquisitori-
al records, Ginzburg showed 
how power and resistance are 
embedded in the same doc-
uments, using small-scale 
cases to illuminate broader 

tensions between elite and 
popular culture, and between 
authority and dissent.

Born in Turin in 1939 to 
writer Natalia Ginzburg and 
anti-fascist activist Leone 
Ginzburg, he taught at univer-
sities including Harvard, Yale, 
Princeton, and the University 
of California, Los Angeles. His 
books were translated into 
more than 30 languages.

He received numerous in-
ternational honors, including 
the Prix Aby Warburg, the Bal-
zan Prize, the Antonio Feltri-
nelli Prize and the Humboldt 
Research Award.

In a 2023 interview with 
the Italian cultural magazine 
Lucy, Ginzburg said his ap-
proach could extend beyond 
historical research and that it 
should be applied “in every-
day life” to better understand 
others.

In a statement, the Scuo-
la Normale Superiore said he 
“changed the way of practic-
ing the historian’s craft,” add-
ing that he “restores voice to 
those who lack it, shows that 
the rigor of proof is a form of 
justice, and upholds a de-
manding idea of truth.”

He is survived by his two 
daughters, Silvia, an art his-
torian, and Lisa, a writer and 
essayist, from his marriage to 
his former wife, late historian 
Anna Rossi-Doria.

Microhistory pioneer Carlo 
Ginzburg, who gave voice to 
the marginalized, dies at 87

By BETH HARRIS 
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — James 
Burrows, who helped create 
volumes of laughter as direc-
tor of more than a thousand 
episodes of such classic tele-
vision comedies as “Cheers,” 
“Taxi,” “Friends” and “Will 
and Grace,” died Friday. He 
was 85.

His family confirmed his 
death in a statement to Peo-
ple, saying he “passed away 
peacefully today surround-
ed by his family.” No loca-
tion or cause of death was 
provided.

Burrows spent his career 
behind the camera special-
izing in situation comedies. 
Few viewers recognized 
him or knew his name, oth-
er than to see it flash quick-
ly on the screen in the open-
ing credits. But they knew 
his work.

Burrows got his start in 
television relatively late at 
age 35 in 1974, directing ep-
isodes of “The Mary Tyler 
Moore Show,” “The Bob Ne-
whart Show,” and “Laverne 
& Shirley.”

He co-created “Cheers,” 
directing 243 of the 273 epi-
sodes, as well as all 246 epi-
sodes of “Will and Grace.”

He also helmed multiple 
episodes of such hits as “Fra-
sier,” “Friends” and “Mike 
& Molly,” and the pilots of 
“Two and a Half Men” and 
“The Big Bang Theory.”

“When I direct a televi-
sion show, I try to reach that 
sweet spot where the best 
script meets the best perfor-
mance and the best chem-
istry between performers,” 
Burrows wrote in his 2022 
memoir “Directed by James 
Burrows.” ”Hitting that exact 
moment, where these fac-
tors land in combination, 
results in the sweetest and 
most enduring laugh.”

His family said, “Burrows 
understood that great com-
edy was never simply about 
laughter. It was about hu-
manity, connection, and 
truth. That understanding 
became the foundation of a 
career that forever changed 
television.

“But beyond his remark-
able achievements, Bur-
rows will be remembered 
for something even great-
er: his kindness, generosi-
ty, and unwavering belief in 
the people around him. He 
possessed a rare ability to 
make everyone better and 
was known for remember-
ing every person he met by 
name, making colleagues at 
every level feel seen, valued, 
and appreciated,” the family 
statement said.

Born James Edward Bur-
rows on Dec. 30, 1940, in 
Los Angeles, he moved to 
New York when he was 5 
years old. He spent five years 
in the Metropolitan Opera 
Children’s Chorus until his 
voice started to change. He 
attended LaGuardia High 
School of Music & Art.

His father was writer, di-
rector and producer Abe 
Burrows, whose Broadway 
hits included “Guys and 
Dolls” and “Can-Can.” The 
elder Burrows also men-
tored Larry Gelbart, future 
creator and producer of the 
TV show “M*A*S*H”

The younger Burrows 
spent hours of his youth in 
theaters and studios watch-
ing his father work, dining 
with him at such famed New 
York haunts as Sardi’s and 
Gallagher’s and meeting ce-
lebrities who attended his 
father’s New Year’s Eve par-
ties.

After earning a bache-
lor’s degree from Oberlin 
College, Burrows attended 
the graduate program of the 
Yale School of Drama, where 
his classmates included ac-
tor-comedian Robert Klein, 
playwright John Guare and 
film director John Badham.

At Yale, he was required 
to take directing classes and 
he got hooked.

Burrows’ first sitcom ex-
perience was as Burl Ives’ 
dialogue coach on “O.K. 
Crackerby!” which was di-
rected by his father and ran 
for one season on ABC in 
1965.

From there, he was an as-

sistant on “The Patty Duke 
Show.” He moved back to 
New York and worked for 
Broadway producers Lee 
Guber, Frank Ford and 
Shelly Gross. He first met ac-
tor Moore while working on 
the Broadway production of 
“Holly Golightly,” an adap-
tation of “Breakfast at Tiffa-
ny’s” that was directed by his 
father.

Burrows eventually 
worked as a stage manag-
er for various road produc-
tions, where he met such ac-
tors as Hugh O’Brien, Zsa 
Zsa Gabor and Julie Harris.

By 1974, after working 
in dinner theater and sum-
mer stock, he turned on his 
television and saw Moore’s 
eponymous TV show. 
He wrote her a letter ask-
ing if there was any open-
ing “small or smaller” at her 
production company that he 
could fill, according to his 
memoir.

Moore’s husband and 
business partner, Grant Tin-
ker, invited Burrows to Los 
Angeles to direct an episode 
of the comedy. He appren-
ticed for MTM Enterprises, 
which had four sitcoms on 
the air at the same time.

Burrows cited his the-
ater background for learn-
ing how to give actors direc-
tion and block out scenes. 
He’s credited for being one 
of the first sitcom direc-
tors to increase the typi-
cal multi-camera televi-
sion shoot from three to four 
cameras.

The common thread 
between Burrows’ shows 
were the bonds between 
friends and unrelated fami-
lies, whether it was the mot-
ley crew of regulars meet-
ing at the bar in “Cheers” or 
the drivers working toward 
a better life in “Taxi” or the 
20-somethings sharing the 
same apartment building in 
“Friends.”

“The best sitcoms tran-
scend the screen and reach 
out and grab the audience 
by the throat and by the 
heart,” Burrows wrote in his 
memoir.

He relished discovering 
new acting talent while di-
recting more than 75 pilots 
that were picked up as se-
ries.

“Having directed over a 
thousand shows means that 
almost any night you can 
turn on your television or go 
online and find a show that 
I directed. I’m very proud of 
that,” he wrote in his mem-
oir.

In 2019, Burrows was an 
executive producer on live 
productions of “All in the 
Family” and “The Jeffersons” 
with famous actors re-creat-
ing episodes of those 1970s 
comedies.

Burrows was married 
in 1997 to Debbie Easton, 
whom he met when she 
worked as a hairstylist on 
“Frasier.” Daughters Kat 
Schatzow, Ellie Gluck and 
Maggie Burrows, who fol-
lowed her father into direct-
ing, are from his first mar-
riage to Linda Solomon, who 
died in 2004. His stepdaugh-
ter Paris is from his wife’s 
previous marriage. He has a 
sister, Laurie Burrows Grad, 
and seven grandchildren.

James Burrows, director 
of classic TV comedies 
including ‘Cheers’ and 
‘Friends,’ dies at 85

Chris Pizzello/AP

James Burrows, the director/
executive producer of “Mid-
Century Modern,” poses at 
the premiere of the Hulu 
series on Tuesday, March 25, 
2025, at the Directors Guild 
of America in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press file photo

Italian professor Carlo 
Ginzburg receiving the 
“Balzan” prize, in Rome’s 
Quirinale presidential palace, 
Nov. 19, 2010.


